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’IBLF. IT MIGHT MAKE ﬁ

~HAD KEPT THEM ALIVE FOR- NEARLY A YEAR. 4 RIGHT ThROUGH HE IRON
CURTAIN AND BACK TO THEIR HOMELAND AND LOVED OAES. %

. HOHEVER, THIS WASNT EXACTLY THE WAY 1T HAPPENED. T

:l-‘ ' WE RETUREED TO - THE FREE EORLD IN THE CONDITION WE LEFT IT -- |

. A DIVIDED CRE¥, ILL- ~TRAINED, POORLY DISCIPLINER, AND STILL IN =

i

DISAG?EENENT OVEP OUR MISSION,- SCARS OF RESENTHMENT ABOUT. THE

- P - [3

‘. CAPTURE AND LOhu IMPPISONMVNT STILL MARKE SOME CF THE CREVW,

s

AND THE DISPUTE BETHEEN THE SHIPS SENIOR OFFICERS WHICH i ' .

vt T

FIRST SURFACED AT OUR PRECOMMISSIONING AT BREMERTON NOW HAD

VERY JAGGED EDGES. » - S
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THE FORCED CONFESSIOVS, ’

EATMENT,

NAVYS couar |
iaom ﬁEMORY' ‘
M;gfgki9§{1$' |
'H'ca LED'UP To OUR

;~CAPTLRED IN THE
' "§%N%QSRE$
PTAIN AND cnaw ék )

f,ABLY JUST INTEhDED 1O HARRASSVUSV?A AS

USS BAN ER, ON PREVIOUS

,_50TH£R CO%MthSTS HAD;OUR.PREDECESSOR,
GAL SEIZURE ON THE xxcn SEA
S OF SECURITY BOCUNFNTS WHIC
FALLFN INTO THEIR HANDS.

IFIED MATTER WAS OURS

S EAS NOT P?EEEDITATED.

:i 0CCASSIO§ ILLE
. HURDREDS OF POUND
¢ ouR CAPTORS NEEDNT HAVE
STANTLY DESTROY THIS CLASS

H HERE HIGH-

.JACKED B
TNT TO IN

G IN PORT AT YO§OSUKA, JAPAN.

TE JUST pPREVIOUS TO SAILING

1 TOLD THE

1 KNEW OF THE

FOR THE TAKIN

AVAILABILITY 9 ThIS DYNAMI
RST STATION OFF THE NORT

1 EVEN ORDERED IT BL

H KORE&N COAST.

T OUR F1I
BROUGHT ABOARD, BUT

CAPTAIN ABOUT 1T.

1T WAS NOT.

ADD TWO
TARY GTRATEGISTS OVER

¢ DISPUTE AMONG MILI
UNS AND WHEN AND HOV

. THE CN-GOIN
LD HAVE PACKED LARGE G

WHETHER THE PUEBLO .SHOU
THESE WEAPCNS WERE 1o BE USED ADDED 10 THE 13435

WE FIRST FELL UNDER ATTACK.
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ADD THREE

. LkaWiSE‘TH£ NEVER SETTLED CHAIN-OF—COMMAND DISPUTE
“F”SEEN COMMANDER (LLOYD M.) BUCKER AND INTELLIGENCE OFFICER, |
LT STLPPEN R. HARRIS was HEAPED ON TO THE FRUSTRATIONS OF CAPTURE. - U
L. Lack OF SURVIVAL AND RESISTENCE TRAINING -- HOW TO DEAL i
WITH THL TYPE OF PHYSICAL AND PSYCHOLOGICAL _PUNISHMENT METED '
OUT BY THE NORTH KOREANS --'WEAKENED OUR DEFENSE AND
CONTQIBUTED TO DIVISIONS BETWEEN THE OFFICERS AND CREW,

IhEXPVPLEhCE WITH THE MILITARY CODE OF CONDUCT AND CONFUSION
ovxn OUR STATUS AS PRISONLRS HELPED THE COMMUNISTS DRAW ouT

-

CGNFESSIOVS THEY MIGHT NOT HAVE OTHERWISE. -

‘ToO CLARIFY somz OF THESE POINTS. R o L
ThE PUEBLO NEVER AT ANYTIVE INTRUDED THE TERRITORIAL WATERS ij
OF NORTH xosz. 1 CANT EMPHASIZE THIS ENOUGH, THERE WILL _;
DOUBTLESS ALVAYS ‘BE 1H05£ WHO WONT- BELILUE THIS, - BUT SOME OF R

: THESE PEOPL? WILI ‘ALSO INSIST THAT OUR - MISSION WAS CIA -

(CENT?AL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY) DIRECTED AND SUBSCRIBE TO OTHER OF THE
PRCPAGANDA LIES PEDDLED BY THE NORTH KOREANS,
PERHAPS TPESE DOUBTERS CAN" ALSO BELIEVE THE PHCNY NAVIGFTIONAL ; EE

CHARTS AND RECORDS WHICH SHOW THE PUEBLO STEAMING AT SPEEDS MANY 3
TIMES IN EXCESS OF HER CAPABILITY. | | | B —
WE WERE SEIZED, THEN, NOT BECAUSE WE HAD PENETRATED THE 12- MILE
ZONE ARBITRARILY SET UP BY OUR CAPTORS -- BUT BECAUSE WE
LACKED THE SOPHISTICATION TG GET'OUT WHILE THE GETTING WAS
c00D, - ’ | |
WHEN VE FIRST SIGHTED IHAT NORTH KOREAN SUBHARINE CHASER ON THAT |
FATEFUL-JﬁNUARY MORNING IN THE SEA OF JAPAN., VE SHOULD HAVE

CONSlDLRED HIGH -TAILING IT.OUT OF THERE.

A

THIS VAS A WARSHIP. SHE HAD HER GUNS TRAINED ON US." AND

SHE CERTAIFLY MEANT BUSINESS. - ~ S
IN ANY EVENT, WE DIDNT EVEN MAKE AN ATTEMPT ?o CALL HER

- EATTE Rearn SR
BLUFF, WE DIDNT GO TO GENERAL QUA?TLﬁSJ‘TﬁTﬁANaFD NO Chera Se oo

&
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R AL¥AYS BE PLAGUED BY IT.

Wk WERE UNULR URDERS NUI 10 BE AGGRESSIVEs & A&D GOINGA‘ Té

N

GENERAL QUARTERS AT THAT TIME -- THE CAPTAIN TLSTIFILD AT THE
COURT 0? INQUIRY -~ WOULD HAVE BEEN AGGRLSSIVE'

BUT IN A WAY WP&T WE DID WAS EVEN MQRE AGGRESSIVE -- CEPTAINLY

OFFENSIUE TO OUR PROUD COMHLNIST PURSUERS.
"TO REMAIN IN THE AREA"™ UNTIL

-

WE SIGNALED THAT WE INTENDED

it sk naro

: 1
IR THE NEXT DAY.

THIS TYPE OF IMPUDENCE BY "ARROGENT® AMERICANS WAS JUST

TO O MUCH FOR THE NORTH KOREANS,

ADD FOUR

_AND WHEN VE WERE SURROUNDED AND THE SITUATION BECAME
CRITICAL, THE 'COMMANDING OFFICER FINALLY DECIDED THAT IT WAS TIME
'TO MAKE A BREAK FOR IT == TO STEAM FULL' SPEED FOR OPEN WATERS.

" BY THEN, IT VAS TOO LATE. THE NORTH KOREANS HAD OPENED
'FIRE AND INITIATED THE BATTLE. * .

AT THIS TIME, 'THERE WAS NO WAY OUT.
OUR SEIZURE HAS INEVITABLE.

THEIR GUNS WERE BIGGER. -

THEIR GUN BOATS WERE FASTERQ
 BUT BEFORE THE TORPEDO BOARTS COME ON THE SCENE -- I STILL

MAINT&IN -- WE COULD HAVE ESCAPED.
 THE LOSS OF CLASSIFIE MATERIALS IS UNDOUBTEDLY THE DARKEST

CLOUD %HICH HANGS OVER THEOPULBLO.

THE NAVY WILL NEVER FORGET OR FORGIVE IT. THE PENTAGON WILL

OU? OFFICERS AND CREU WILL BE INDELIBLY MARKED BY 1T. THE

PUbLIC VILL CONTINUr TO WONDER ABOUT IT,
IT %AS WELL" ESTABIISHED AT TRE PUEBLO PROBE BY THE NAVY

THEAT WE HAD NO ﬁUTOMATIC DESTRUCT DEVICES. AND IT WAS STRESSED

THAT YAND TOOLS =~ FIRE AXES, HATCHKETS,y PAPER SHREADERS AND THE
LIKE == JUST COULDNT COVPLETE THE VITAL DESTRUCTION JOBo
wHRT WASNT REVEALED WAS HOW TNT WAS: FIhRLLY MADE AVAILABLE

S TO us IN YOROSUXA. BUT FOR REASONS BEST KNOWN TO COMMANDER

A PHCKFR AND THE PUFBLOS WEAPONS OFFIC*R LT. JG FREDERICK

®

e e
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S¢HUMAKER, IT WASH'T PICKED UP.
ADD FIVE

AND NOV THE NAVY INFORMS ME THAT EVEN AFTER WE MISSED OUR
NI'CHANCES TO GET DYNAMITE IN YOKOSUKA, THE OPPORTUNITY TO GET THERMIT --
A CHEMICAL INCENDIARY -- WAS STILL OPEN TO US AT SASEBO, OUR |
LAST PORT OF CALL BEFORE SAILING TO STATION. y ‘ﬂ

ACCORDING TO: THE NAVY THE CAPTAIN TOLD THE NAVAL: ORDINANCL?

~ B e

FACILITY AT YOKOSUKA HE WOULD AVAIL HIMSELF OF 10 THERMIT BOMBS o
AT SASEBO, HE NEVER DID. }
1 DONT KNOW Fog‘ﬁ%@% WHETHER TNT OR THERMIT, OR FOR THAT _ R
-MATfER ANY OTHER EXPLOSIVE, WOULD HAVE-RID US OF ALL OF OUR CACHE‘ B }
OF CLASSIFIED DOCUMENTS~IN'THOSE HECTIC HOURS PRIOR TO SEIZURE.
1 DONT CLAIM TO BE-A DEMOLITIONS EXPERT,

BUT 1 DO KNOW FAR FEUER OF . OUR MILITARY SECRETS WOULD

HAD
HAVE FALLEN INTC OUR CAPTOPS HANDS IF VWE HAD zHESE MEANS OF

:DESTRUCTICN.( AND 1 DO KNOW THAT I, FOR~ ONE -~ AND PROBABLY
OTHERS ~- WOULD HAVE BEEN IN A FUCH'BETTER POSITION TO BLUFF THE
NO?TH KCREANS 1IF THLY WERE WITHOUT THESE SENSITIVE DOCUMENTS.

3w
SR iarerigtrts

T UNDERSTAND ALL PUEBLO-TYPE RECONNAISSANCE SHIPS NOW 1 -

CARRY GUNS. AND THERE ARE STIJA AGER (AUXILLARY GENERAL

ENVIRON%ENTAL_RES£ARCH) iigﬁiLS COLLECTING ELECTRONIC INTELLIGENCE

ON THE HIGH SEAS. A , o
. f \'“_@ .

~ 2

4 ADD SIX 7
;f
THE sz:zvsz OF THE PUEBLO 'WAS THE PRIME REASON FOR THE DEVALUATICi/ !

: Or Tﬂis PRG&RAMQ I THINK THIS 1S UNFORTUNATE,
T TN SURFACE COLLECTION PROGRAN IS HIGHLY VALUABLE TO ANY

o NATION, TEE RUSSIANS HAVE PROVED THIS FOR MANY YEARS.

AND THE PUEBLG PROVED -- IN SPITE OF ITS ILL-FATE -- THAT

- " THE AGER PLATFORM 1S A WORKABLE ONE FOR GATHERING INTELLIGENCE

DATA . =
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ﬁ@N SEA OR IN THE AIR ~- MUST BE PROTECTED.,

B —

S e i re o et TR T

- R o - - T

THE CARRYING OF GUNS IS ANOTHER MATTER. THE PROTOTYPE AGERS
¥ERE NOT DESIGNEDATO Bg WARSHIPS. AND IT IS IMPRACTICAL FOR
THEM TC CARRY ANY WEAPONS LARGE ENOUGH TO WARD OFF A FULL SCALE

ATTACK,

CN THE OTHER HAND, THESE ®INTELLIGENCE™ MISSIONS ~- WHETHER
PRESIDENT NIXONS ﬁECENT DECISION ~- JUST AFTER THE
NORTH KOREANS SHOT DOWN QUR RECOKNASSANCE PLANE ~- THE EC121 AA

PRACTICAL ONE. - ¢
/
IN THIS HAY, WE PUT POTENTIAL AGRESSORS ON NOTICE THAT THE

UNIiED STATES UILL NOT SIT ‘BY AND BLLOH THEM TO HIGH-JACK
OUR CRAFT IN BROAD DAYLiGHT. AND AT THE SAME TIME, WE CONTINUE
QUR OWN NON- BELLIGERENT STANCE IN MILITARY INTELLIGENCY¥E, WE

- RETALIATE ONLY WHEN ATTACKED.

,&i@;iggx/jéﬂﬁ BUCHER~- HARRiS SCHISHM IS DiFFICULT TO COMMENT ON. PART
CY'

IT WAS VAST DIFFERENCES IN BACKGROUND AND PERSONALITY, LT
HARRIS 1S A HARVARD GRADUATE, SOPHISTICATED, RESERVED,
PERHAPS EVEN WITHDRAVN, \
'COMMANDER BUCHER CAME UP THE HARD WAY, HE JOINED THE
NAVY OUT OF *BOYS TOUN® AS AN ENLISTED MAN, AND LATER ON HE RETURNED
To ACTIVE DUTY BY ACCEPTING A RESERVE COMMISSION OUT OF COLLEGE.

&

THE -"C,0, " LIKED TO BE THE™LIFE OF THE PARTY -- ONE OF
THE BOYS. HE WASNT PREOCCUPIED WITH TRADITION, RULES, AND

REGULATIONS,."

BUT THE PUEBLO WAS HIS SHIP -- HIS FIRST COMMAND. _AND HE
MADE 1T CLEAR THAT HE WAS RUNNING IT HIMSELF -- WITH NOBODYS
ADVICE, |
THERE WAS CONSTANT BICKERING OVER 1T. HARRIS SO=-CALLED
“ELITE" DFTACHMENT. AND IT NEVER WAS FINALLY SETTLED AS TO
WHO ~- COMMANDER BUCHER OR LT. HARRIS ~-- HAD ULTIMATE RESPONSIBILITY

FOR THESE 28 HMEN ANp THEIR SECURITY CLAD DGCUME&*“ AND CRYPTOGRAPHIC

e

'EQUEP‘ENT»,'

-
rpe

1
]




e e

Reproduced from the Unclassified / Declassified Holdings of the National Archives

ADD EIGHT

- THE FINDINGS OF THE COURT OF INQUIRY -~ RECOMMENDING COURT

MARTIAL FOR BOTH OFFICERS FCR FAILURE TO DESTROY ALL OF THIS

MATERIAL BEFORE SEIZURE =- SEEM T0 INDICATE THAT THE NAVY ITSELF

~ HAS NOT YET UNTRNGLED THIS CHAIN~OF- CO%MAKD ISSUE.

-
b IT IS OBVIOUS THAT SOME TYPE OF FORMﬁL SURVIVAL AND
RESISTENCE- 1RAIN1NG PRIOR TC THE MISSION WOULD CERTAINLY HAVE

 DONE THE PUEBLO CREW NO -HARM.

: NOST OF US -- IF NOTcALL OF US - ELRE TOTALLY UNPREPARED

~ FOR THE PHYSICAL AND PSYCHOLOGICAL BRUTALITY HANDED OUT

IN DETENTICN BY THE NORTH KOREANS.

OURACAPTORS‘QERE VERY CLEVER. THEY' PLAYED ON OUR FEARS OF THE

UNKONUN, THEY MADE IT THEIR BUSINESS TO FERRET OUT INDIVIDUAL

WEAKNESSES AND CAPITALIZE ON THEM.

" IF WE HAD KNOWN BEFOREKAND HOW THE COMMUNISTS OPERATED,

WE MIGHT HAVE PUT UP A STRONGER DEFENSE. CERTAKNLY, IF WE HAD BEE#J

"‘CONDITIONED AT ALL AGAINST THIS TYPE OF TERRORISM, WE WOULD HAVE

EXPERIENCED LESS MENTAL SUFFERING.

NIRNETH—=FDU

) NiNe o o

HE MILITARY coDE OF

THE ISSUE OVER THE RELEVANCE OF T
DEBATED BY

CONDUCT IN A PUEBLO T(PE SITUATION IS NOW BEI&G

CRLONMEL .
ARMED FORCES FEESDIFA, COLITICAL LEADERS,

ACROSS THE UNITED STA!ES.
FFICERS AND CREW -- TO A MA?

ING IMPRISOBMENT IN NORTH

THE PUERLO O N-——-FéﬁﬁkLY_ﬁﬁﬁiT
OREA.

DEPARTING FROM THE CODE DUR: K
OUR OFFICIAL EXCUSE -- LNUﬁERAT

- JAS THAT FOLLOJING THE CODE TO THE LETTER hAS.

‘OF INQUIRY
AN IMPCSSIBLITX”QNDER'

THE CIRCU%STANCLJ. WE EXPLAINEPY THE .

AND THE GENERAL PUBLIC

ED TO THE FIVE %DﬂIRAL COURT

¢!
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. NORTH KOREAN
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7 OF WARj VE WERE
. NOT
o wLTHH
BOCUPE%TS THEY

So L
"ivﬁARFAﬁE.
1 DONT Talxx

. 15 sTxLL souwn --

. ADD TEN

HOWEVER lh

THE CODE M

ENTIRE SET OF R

\QHICH ﬁI
ELSEVHERE

'_SPECIAL FAVORS

MIGHT ALSO

l.

OF CAPTURE‘ﬁé
) __.é'

S DID NOT AFFO
TORTURED AND AHREATLNE

TELL OUR CAPTORS WH

OLD i\FORNATLON THE NOR
C&PTURED WiTH THE SHIP.‘ “

ALL THIS qxcHT
owch WORK IN THESE DA

AY HAVE TO BE INTEPR
THIS OPPORTUNITY FOR SU
OF THE S1X SECTION
»] WILL NEVER SURRE
. THIS CONTINGENCY OF
ULES OF BERAVIOR FOR A

FOR EXAMPLE TH
“I WILL GIVE NO lNFORMATIO
GRT BE HARMVUL TO HY_CQMR

THESE SELTIOVS -- UNDER C

¥oST OF THE P
espIRIT® OF THE CODE WHE
I BUT VE STARTED OFF ON T

RIGHT FRON THE BEGIN%ING BY A

RD° US THE BASIC RIGHTS AS pa1sowzgs
5 WITH DEATH IF WE DID
AND IT WAS USELESS TO

AT THEY wANTLD TO KNOW ;-
—Mk€v¥fha¢ o
p FROM

TH. KOREANS HAD§ALREADY GLEA&L

DE 1S OUTHODED. 1T CAN

INFER THAT THE CO
PSYCHOLOGICAL

YS 0? SOPHIbTICATED

THIS IS TRUE. VI BELIEVE THE ﬁLLITARY CODE

AND 11 SHOULD ST&ND AS IT xs.'j

CIRCUMS&ANCES,

'SPEClA‘“ OR PECUL}AR
E OF LATITUDE.

ETED NTTH soME DEGRE

BJECTIV!TY 15 ACTUALLY SPELLED OUT IN ONE

s OF THE CODE. 1T READSS

NDVR oF NY OWN FREE WILL."
SHOLLD PLRHAPS T
MLRICAN SERVICEMEN.

wFREE WILL® HREAD THIS

NE SECTIONEC
JONS

£ CODE NOW READS IN 0
N OR TAKE PART IN ANY ACT
BDES. "

, 7
1T SAYS‘ £ WILL ﬁCCEPT NEITHF%PAROLE NOR

FROM THE ENEMY."
19CUMSTA1CES OF UNDUE DURESS ==

“OF MY OWN FREE WILL."

INCLUDE THE CONTINGECY

UEBLO OFFICERS AND CREW HELD TO THE

N THEY COULD.
HE WRONG FOOTe
wpOMINO® EFFECT. ON THE DAY .
F TO WHAT WAS TO BE

WE WERE UNDERMINED

DUBING THAT (ONF TRATN RTD

10N =- SOME OF - us HEAPD OUR COWWAND;NG

" QUR FIRST PLACE OF DETENT
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