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Address Communications to the 

Comm:mdant Third Naval District 

In reply refer to No. Headquarters of the 

Commandant Third Na val District 

'l'elephone CAnal 6-2100 

. . Washington & Christopher Streets 
A8-5/EF30/Soe11ner, W.P. 

, I.' \f: t ~.,. j' 

,-_.: '.:(:;·t)' 

Ser• No• 4467 New York, N. Y. 

CONFIDENTIAL 4 
-...i--•i.'•.• ·-

From: 
To: 

•. r 
The Commandant, Third_ Naval Di stri ot •

11
.,' · · _ / 

The Chief of' Navai Operations - f:,.,,:fi/ 
(D11·ector of Naval Intelligence) • 

SUBJECT: SOELINEij, Walter P.; activities of. 

Re.f'erenoes: (a) 

(b) 

ONO. letter l!,ile No. A8-!5/Q,Q.( 6-2B) Serial No. 
473, of 11 July, 1935; 
Oomdt. 3rd N. D. le'.tter File No. A8-5/EF30j 
Soellner, W.P., of 9 November, 1936. 

1. The subject person came to the Dtstr:kr t Headquarters 
today and asked if Naval Intelligence was looking for him; if so, 
the.ttthere he was." 

2. The subject person. was interviewed by Lieutenant 
Morris and he was 1n:eormed the. t we did not know him and that 
were no·t looking for him. He stated that the United Press had 
an article in the New York 11:·11ening Post of January 26, 1937, 
regarding testimony given about him before the Amerioan Civil 
Liberties Committee in Congress. 

3. Mr. Soellner was given the advice that this office 
thought he should get at the bottom of the wlio1e thing by going 
to see whoever repor·ted him as be :Lng a spy if he knew who this 
person was, and that if we had been looking for him we could 
have located him a long time ago. 

4. The subject person stated 
44 Clifton Avenue, Clifton, N. J., and 
difficult time due to the fact that no 
employ him. 

that he still resides at 
that he is having a very 
aircraft company will 

• B • PHILLIPS , 
By direct ion. 
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]'rom: 

Subject: . 

Reference: 

INSPECTOR OF NAVAL AIRCRAFT, U. S. N. 

CHANCE VOUGHT CORPORATION 

EAST HARTFORD, CONN. 
i. 

2 July 

Inspector of Naval Aircraft, U.S.N. 

Chief of Naval OperationB 
Navy Dep 
Washington 

Mr. ported Activities on. 

(A.) IWA,.G.V.,J. ltr'"(l036) 00N1JjID1!N'rIAL 

dated 28 June 1935. 
' 

l. Mr. Carl Ward has taken a posit ion at the 

Pratt and Whitney roraft, East Hartford, Conn. He states 

that all his information regarding Mr .. Walter Soellner was 

obtained from a Mr .. Bun dock of National Met al Trade, Grand 

Central Building, New York City. 

Lt. Comdr. U.S.N., 
Inspector o:f Naval Aircraft 
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HEJI..DQ,U~ T"~S OF THE 
co:MM:AlJD.Al-!""T '.L'.tURD NAV.AL DISTRICT 

WASHINGTON AND CHRISTOPI-:::ER STREETS, 
NEW YORK, ~T. y. . 

A8-5/El1'30/Soeilner,W.B. 

COJ-::JFI!)ENTIAL 

; 

From: The Commandant, Third naval Dj,strict. 
To: The Chief of Naval Opera tiorrs 

JD-i--r-ect-Qr of Naval Intelligence}. 
/ ',. 

, ... ,,..- '\ 

SuBJECT; SOELLNER, Walter P •. ; activities of. 

Referenca: 
\ 
"----·· 

(a) C.N.O. (ONI)- letter File No. A8-5/C~;~{6-28) 
Serial No. 473, of 11 July, 1935, to Comd t. ,' 
3rd N. D. 

1. The subject :person ·was born in Passaic, N. J., 
on 12 October., 1902.. His :rather, Paul S., became a naturalized 
citizen &bout thirty-seven (37) years ago. The Soellner family 
hav8 resided in thG vicinity of Clifton, N. J~ 5 for over forty 
years., 

2. ThG Soellner family reside at 44 Clifton ~v0nue, 
Clifton, N .. J., in a two-family wooden structure houso, occupy­
ing tho top floor,. tho lovvor floor b0ing occu:piod by Pe tor Del 
Favora and his family. 

3.. The father, Pc:,ul s., and tho brother, Alfrsq, of 
tho subj,3ct parson, work for tho Botony Worsted ILiills at Clif­
ton, N. J. It is report0d th~t tho subj0ct person married a 
Hungarian girl by the name of ll.Iargarat, at Pntorson, N. fe, 
about six years .:.go :::.nd thct thGy hc.ve since be0n divorcQd. 

4. The subject p0rson is now on boi.rd th0 S. S~ N1..AN-
1Lt\.TT1:,.:N of thv U. S. Lin0s as a utility mi:~n in the stewnrq_ rs 
depnrtment. It is understood thnt the sscond officor, Ensign 
.Archie Horka., U.S.N .. R., of tho S. s. J'.i...&..1T.II;,.TT_1.~'f, is :__:_ rGldtivo 

f th ' • t I o io suoJGC p0rson. I 
' 

5. Th,0 noth:;r of th0 subj..;;ct p:.,rson st.~,.t6d th.::-.t h0r 
son hc.d nav0r been to Gorm·::.ny bsfor0 th0 :prGs0nt trip on I tho 
S. s. 1.illJ\1H..s.TTAlf; th:tt he is interested in o.ircr::.ft end dGsires 
a position with :~ny firm m:..nuf: __ cturing ccirplcnas. I 

6. _ The subjGct p6rson was smployed by th0 Brow+ter 
Aeron:J.utic2l Com:pcny +oco..ted in Long Islcnd City, N. Y., from 
September 21, 1936, to September 30, 1936. 

· 7.. The subject parson WLS 0m.ployod by the Wright .i:::..ero. 
Comp~ny, Pntsrson, N. J., from S0ptembor, 1927, to July, 1933; 
from August, 1933, to l!.l:':"'.rch, 1935.. In .. :i.ugust, 1934, ho W'~,s given 
o. V'.:'.CG. tion :.nd on August 31 shipped on thE:: S.S. LEVIA''P.di':JJ GS 1J. 

messmcm, mc1king ono round trip to Gorino.ny. ..:~t the time ~Ile ship­
ped on bor:rd the I.ZVIATP.Ju'\J' ho g:1v0 the nnme o:f his wife & s 
1'Mr>.rgc.rGt, fr ,,nd his address cs 17 Kno:pp Strset, Clifton, IN. J. 

. 8. The dr-. te of his shipping on the S.S. lJ.L..J:J:-L.:,,Tt-,N w,:s 
5 October, 1936, 8.t which time he g::,.ve c~nothor 2ddross of 9-ll 
West 91st Stroet, New York City.. . /.----tr- , 

V fvrr~,~l✓ 
w. B. PHILLIPS, (/ 
By direction;, Copy to: .a.ll Nc~vecl Insptrs..._, 

& Suptg .. Constrs .. 3rd N.D •. 
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-
Address Communications to the 

Comma11dant Thll'd Naval District 

In Reply Refer to No, Headquarters of the 

1. rrhe subject person was born in l?assaic, N. J., on 12 
October, 1902. His father, Pauls., became a naturalized citizen 
about thirty-seven (37) years ago. The Soellner family have resided 
in the vicinit;y of Clifton, N. J., for over forty yearr:i. 

2. 'I'he Soellner family reside at 44 Clifton Avenue, Clifton, 
N. J'. , in a. two-family wooden structure house, occupying the top 
floor, the lower floor being occupied by Peter Del Favera and his 
family. 

3. The father, Pauls., and the brother, Alfred, of the 
subject person, work for the Botony Worsted Mills at Clifton, N. J. 
It is reported that the subject person married a Hungarian girl by 
the name of Margaret, at Paterson, N. J., about six years ago and 
that they have since been divorced. 

4. The subject person is now on board the S.S. MANHAT~1.AN 
of the U. s. Lines as a utility man in the steward's department. 
It is understood that the second officer, Ensign Archie Horka, u.s.N.R .. , 
of the S .s • .MANHNI''l1,Al-:J, is a relative of the subject person. 

5. 1l1he mother of' the subject person stated that her son 
had never been to Germany before the present tr:i.p on the s.s. MANHATTAN; 
that he is :i.nterested in a.i1·cra:f't and desires a position with any 
firm manufacturing airplanes. 

6. The sub,ject person was employed by the Brewster Aeronau·ti-
oal Company located in Long Island City, N. Y.~ from September 21, 
1936, to September 30, 1936. 

I 
/' 
'I 

7. ' The subject person was employed by the Wright Aero. Com- : 
pany, Paterson, N. J., from September, 1927, to July, 19~3; from :· ·----! 
.Auguf.?t, 1933, to March, 1935. In August, 1934, he was given a 
vacation and on August 31 shipped on the S.S. LEVIA1I1}1AN as a messm~ 



A9-5/EF30/Soellner, W.P. 
OONFIDENTI,l\t 

- - - - - - - - - ~ - - - - -

9 November, 1936 

making one round trip to Ge1·many • At the time he shipped on 
board the LEVIATHAN he gave the name of his wife as "Ivie.rgaret t 1' 

and. his address as 17 Knapp Street, Clifton, N. J. 

8. The date of his shipping on the s. s. JIIANHATTAN was 
5 October, 1936, at which time he gave another address of 9-11. West 
91st Street, New York City. 

Copy to: All Naval Inspectors 
and Suptg. Constrs., 
3rd N. D. 

~~ W. B. PHILLIPS, . 
By direction. 
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Refer To 

______ IN.S.EE.C.T.OR_DF'.N AV AT, .AIRCRART,_U_S..-N~-······~ 
CHANCE VOUGHT CORPORATION 

From: 

To: 

EAST HARTFORD, CONN. 

28 J'une 1935 

Inspector o'f Nava 1 Aircraft, U .. S. N .. 

Chief of Naval Operations 
Navy Department 
Washington, D.C. 

Subject:­

Enclosure~ 

Mr .. Walter Soellner, Reported Aoti'vities on .. 

(A) One (1) copy of confidential letter 
from Mr. Carl Ward dated 24 J"une 1935. 

1. Mr,. L. s. Hobbs, an officer of the Pratt and 
Whitney Aircraft Company, allowed the Inspector to read and 
copy in part a letter, enclosure (.AJ,, from Mr. Car 1 Ward who 
is believed to be associated with the United Aircraft Company 
in connection :Nith its foreign business. 

2. Mr .. Hobbs s,tated that Mr. Ward was a reliable 
individual; that he would be in Hartford on Tuesday next, 
and that any additional in:l'."ormat ion available on ·thj_s subject 
would be obtained at t ha·t time. 

3. Mr .. Hobbs made the statement that no Walter 
Soellner was at present recorded on the employment rolls of 
the Pratt and Whitney Aircraft Gompany or of the Hamilton 
Standard Propeller Company. Mr., J" .. C., McCarthy,. Vice President 
of the Chance Vought Corporation made a similar statement in 
connect ion with the Chance Vought Corpora ti on, but added that 
a man named Hans Soellner lef't the employ of the Chance Vought 
Gorporat ion about one year ago; ·t;hat he was in an automobile 
acaident about that time and was confin.ea: for some time in 
a New York hospital.. One of the foremen of the Chance Vought 
Corporation has stated that Hans Soellner is now in the 
employ of the Brewster .Aeronautical Gorporat ion of Long Island 
Cit Y, New York. 

4., Neither Mr. Hobbs nor Mr. IVIcaarthy had any 
reason to assooiat e Hans Soellner and Walter Soellner exoE~pt 
because of the similarity of names. 

5., This information was brought to the Inspector of 
Naval Ai:irnraft,, Chance Vought Corporation, rather than to the 
Inspector of Nava.l Aircra:t't, Pratt and V'lhi·tney Aircraft 
Company, because no off'icer :ir.3 at present on a.uty as Inspector 
of' Naval ,a.iroraft, Pratt and Whitney Airoraf'"t Company. 

,,,.,, 
t 
I 

' 
" 

5' 
"' 

I ,, 

I 
I 

I 
i 
I 
I, 
,1 

ii 



28 June 1935 

To: Chief of Naval Op erat tons 

6., An inqui,ry will be made the early pa.rt of 
next week to find out whether or not Mr. Carl Ward has 
visited the Prat ·t and Whitney Aircraft Company and whether 
any additional info:rmat ion on this subj eot was obtainable 
through him,., 

W o Me FeJ.lera, 
Lt. Comdr. U. S. N. , 

Inspector of Naval Aircraft 
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TID~ HOME COMPANY INC .. 
Inter-Office Correspondence 

To: D.L.Brown, Pres. 

Subjeot: United Aircraft Co,. 

Dear Don: 

Date: June 2.4 th • 

Please excuse this trur'ried note as I have just learned 
a bit of information· ·thru extremely oonfidential sources which 
may pe,rhaps interest you~ 

A certain Mr. Walter Soellner is repor·ted aa. being 
employed at. the Pratt &, Whitney Engine plant as a draughtsman. 
If so, his: record is as follows: 

When employed by Curtis-Wright he shipped as a 
stowaway on a certain liner to J:gurope where he landed at 
LeHa.vre, France. He was shadowed and was found to telephone 
to Germany where he immediately went by plane with some 
stolen blue prints. He remained in Germany two hours -
r•eturned to the boat and came back to this country again. 
The U.S.Dep•t .. of Justice knows the circumstances., 

He was, of' 001..1.rse, dropped by Curtis-Wright and is 
now reporte~ on your payroll which you may be inter~sted to 
verify. 

I cannot vouch for the lnformation but I can vouch 
for ·the source of it. 

Cordially, 

Carl Ward 




