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Mr. Lt1ei IL Oswald 
Kalinina StreetJ 4~24 
M::tnsk, u.s.s.R. 

7 MAR 1962 

Your latter of' JO Janua:ry 1962 addrf,SBod. to the Sec:i:~f:ta:ry 0£ 
the Navy eon<~erninc; your S<:➔ ptu,"atlon fr.om 'the P1uritncE, (forps Re ... 
1:rnrvt1 on 13 SE)p'tembe:r 1960 has been r.efox•rr.)d t;o me for reply .. 

A X'(:nrlew of your f:i,lfJ at ·this lh:1adquu:rt,r1r~, :ref:Lt~ct,.a ·that a 
board of of.ficerr1 v!as ~:,)nvon.e,d bJ.' the. Oonm1tfnder!.. !11H:rin<➔ Ai.r 
He1;.~01~vtJ 'l'rl11n.1ng, l\.!aval A:l.:r :::rt;at:i.on, Gle,tw·::i.ew,, .1.1.l.inoj. s, for 
·the purpi:nse of dtrt'i:}rn:d.ning your f:i. tness t;.o re-;rm.sdn a membr;l:t" 
of t,hc Nar;ine Co:r.•ps lteserv<"J. H0:fGrral of' your C&EHJ to this 
bocir.► d ·was prem1SfJd on re.JJ.abl e info:e•m,;:1.t; l<.rn whi(th :tncU (!ate d 
thfJ.t you hfad rc;mounced your Un;U,;ed St,1;i:t;.t')S cJ:ti:;;;enship with 
the :i .. nt,on·tiorrn of becoming .r:1. pex'm6uvs3nt ci.tize:n of the Uni.on 
Qf Sovlt:it 3()C:i.-!;;t~l1.st Republios.. rrhe Corrmia.nder, Marine Air HrJ ... 
serve '11rEd.ning > 1mJ.dt1 · :t"t~cHJonable effort. t,o inform you oi' your 
right, 't~o appEH,-:tr bttf.'ore t:.he board ;i.n pt~rlJon, ropreBent£;1.tion by 
oounsol of your <~ho:tce and 'l~o prtrnt:mt 1c.my evidenCi:3 or st,ati::)~ .. 
manta y·ou believed vertinent to vour case. 

"" ,.,'f 

In 1~he abr.:H:m.oe of reply from you concern;L~1[i~ your r:tgllte ,is 
:noted abvve., tho board, m:1V(lrt:.h19lerJs, con.vEm~id a:nd nH:it, t:,n $ 
AuguE..:t 1. 960 Ht which tlme a rGc:oimnendat,.ion w.:u!1 submit.tE~d thv.t 
you be sepEu',.ltfid from ·the X:ttrine Corp!:, Reirnrve as u.nd.EH:r:Lt'ctble,. 
,£his rcc.ommendi1t,ion was C<Jncurr$d in by. the Gon111.ander, Jliarine 
Air Reserve 'l1ra:tn5.ng a:nd a:ppr•oved. by thifJ Headqu,!;irters. Your 
·3 •;,,,,.,., __ ,-,,,.,.,r,;;, t' tl' ""''l"""'l' "'bl '•1t·• .\Ji,"') t ~ • 'h· ·t·h·i u., .. :,.'.l ' - ·1·' c• Ct.,.,,;,i..,,lli;, . .i.e,,, '.:A"" ~LCJ,""~' :r,,,~ .e W',;;,,:, C~.,;t;JC E,1.l '"'y ,,, .. S .n6,:,,;,Cqi1a:rvet',;, OU 

17 August 1960 and effected 13 September 1960. 

Yo11r• <:li.F.:Sc}1ar·ge ce::rt:i ... f:l.cct'te t\S t.tnclesi1~tib]JS :ts tttl;clctted. E~aI,.w 
lier deli very of' your c:t.:n:-tifica.t;(tJ could not, be c1ccmn.pJ,.:lr;1.trnd 
a:tnc(il you.r ,,1r1<::1:rfiabou.tg p:r!;ivi<'>usly w,,:u;_; unknown. 

gnclt 

R. McC. TOMPKINS' 
Brigadier Geiwn1l, U. S. I\lfarine Corpa 

Assi:.bmt D;;::::ct01: of Personnel 

(1) Discharge Certificate 
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REVIEW OF DISCHARGE 
NAV~xos-:409 (REV. G-61) 

TO: SECRETARY OF THE NAVY JAP:gjc 

DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY 
NAVY DISCHARGE REVIEW BOARD 

FINDINGS 

DOCKET NO. 88l2 
CHARACTER OF DISCHARGE RECEIVED 
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DATE OF ENTRY IN NAVAL SERVICE 1fiiWeOF1ijsl€E: TRAITS , GCT ~ 

~ 6 02Y Pvt-Pfc- -P£c 1 10 i 
suMMARY oF PrnTioNrn's cLAIM'Petitioner requests recommendation for reenlistment., review of ![ 

case and appropriate action. He submitted a br:i.ef which essentially states that h:i.s 5 
discharge was improperly issued. Also included was pet ts statement and· two let;ters ~ 

from the u.s. Embassy., Moscow. As requested by pet., h:!.s lengthy st,ateiment, was read ! 
to the board. It contained his contention that, the Undesirable Discharge Board f omld i 
against him pr:i.marily on the grounds that he went to USSR and allegedly :renounced his ~ 

✓ u.s. citizenship to become a citizen of that country. Pet denied this allegation and g 

claimed that since he had a choice of' residence as an American ci tize11., such action · i': 
could not be judged as being fair or imparM.al. He further tatated that he d:i.d not ~ 
violate any u.s. laws by his actions and quoted in part., an American filnbassy, Moscow m 
letter. which stated: 11Meanwhile., your continued retention of your present Soviet 
passport or an extension thereof does not prejudice in any way your clajJll. to AmericaD 
ci tizenship. 11 

SUMMARY OF SERVICE, COMMENDATIONS, AND OFFENSES: 

En1 for 3 years. No prior service claimed. Attained equiv of High School grad through 
USAFI; Grad 46/54 AvnFundScol; JAX and completed AC&WOperCrse., Keesler AFB. 
1May57 Pro to PFC. 

llApr.58 

27Jun58 

170ct58 

MACS-J:.t...~q,:-lk. lstMAW..2 ~ 
Sum.CM Violate a lawful general o:i:-der by having in h:i.s possess:i.on a pri-

vately-owed weapon that was not registered. Sent as appr: CHL 
for 20 days ancd forf $25.oo per mo for two mos and red to PV'l.1 • 

(Confinement suspended for 6 mos etc., but vacated on 27Jun58) 
SumCM 1. Wrongfully use provoking words to a Staff NCO. (found gu:!.lty) 

2. Assault a Staff NCO (found not guilty) 
Sent as a.ppr: OHL for 28 days and fo:r.f $55.oo per mo for l month. 

§.~bQ.n~i . .1i_ ~E!-t1.Ll.~h-~!:'f_, __ 
SRB JAG found that injury received by pet on 270ot57 as a result of 

I an aod.dental discharge of a weapon., was incurred in line of duty 
and not result of misconduct. (Upon open:I.ng his looker_. a .22 
cal p:i.stol fell to the flQor and discharged, w0unding pet in the 
left elbow•) 

'ti,! 

> 

lMar59 
17Aug59 

!11\0§:2~ MWHG_,_)~~ 
Pro to PFC 
Pet submitted a request for dependency discharge., by reason of hardship 
on the pa.rt of his mother. Pet appeared before the Hardsh:i.p/Dependency 
discharge Board who recommended that he be released fr(!)m active duty for 
reason of dependency. Appr by CG, 3dMil.W on 3llug59o 

, ( SEE ATTACHED SHElJ:f) 
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JAP:gjc 

OSWALD., Lee Harvey Ex-Pfc 1653230 

DI! 8812 

USMC 

11Sep59 Released from active duty (Honorable) and assigned to Ready Reserve., Class 
III, Transferred to MARTC., NAS, Glenview., Ill • ., for completion of 6 years 
obligated service ending 8Deo62. 

MEDICAL RECORD: Contains nothing pertinent. 

29Jul60 

l7Aug60 
13Sep6o 

HQt MARTC., NA~ Glenvie.!'J, Ill. 
Mo iiization Flamiln~fl5rr~ recommended pet be discharged by reason of 
unfitness based on reliable information which indicated that pet had re­
nounced his U.S. citizenship with the intentions of becoming a perm.anent 
citizen o:f the Union of' Soviet Socialist Republics. Pet•s case was heard 
(in absentia) by the Ha:rdship, Retention and Desirability Board who recom­
mended discharge by reason of unfitness. Pet was notified by certified 
mail that a board would convene to determine his fitness, and afforded him 
h:i.s rightw. The correspondence was rett1.rned unclaimed. The findings, 
opinions and recommendations of the Board were approved by CO.MART on 9Aug60, 
and forwarded to CMC for final det,erminat:i.ono 
CMC approved and directed discharge. 
Discharged by HQ, MARTC, NAS, Glenview., Ill., Auth para l0277.2f, MCM 0 
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JAP C DI/ 8812 
CHARACTER OF DISCHARGE RECEIVED 

REVIEW OF THE DISCHARGE OF: Q$WAIJl~ J:,ee }Ia,J'.!jl'.wr m,r.,.. 'Pfl'l 16~1210 __ JJSMQ .. .Jlfil)E§(UNFJ:T) 
CONCLUSION 

REMARKS 

The service record of petitioner shows that he was discharged as unfit for good and o 
(D 

sufficient reasons. Thi.s was based on reliable inf'orma:t,ion which indicated that he 0 

[ 
had renounced. his U.S. citizenship with the intentions of becoming a. permanent citizen ='" 

CD 

of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics. Further., that petitioner brought dis- i. I 
credit to the Marine Corps through adverse newspaper publicity., which was generated ~ 

by the for.egoing action., and had thereby., in the opinion of his C<>mmanding officer, '5l 
8. i 

proved himself unfit for retention in the naval service. ~ 

... / After careful cons:i.derati.on of the facts presented in all available records of the f i, 
Department of the Navy and of the claims and evidence submitted., the Board finds that.~ 
the discharge was proper and equitable under standards of law and discipline applicabl & 

<' 
at the time, or since made applicable, and that thei discharge accurately reflects m 
petitioner• s conduct, and character during the period of service which was terminated 
by the discharge. Not f:i.nd:i.ng su.:f'fioient evidence to support a contrary conclusion., 
the Board concludes that no change., correction or modification should be made in the 
type or character of the discharge. 

DECISION: NO CHANGE •. ~ 
I 

It is the decision of the Board that the character of the discharge originally issued 
is proper and that no change., correction or modification be made in the Undesirable 

Discharge. 
(Auth: Sec. 301, Servicemen's Readjustment Act of 1944, P.L. 346 - 78th Congress) 
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Ja(.£::-, !1• TRAVIS, c~_ USN 
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