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N mémo fronf"Mi* “Belmont to Mr. Tolson 11-22-63-gdvised y
Pl hat the files. were being reviewed concerning Lee HarveyUswald,
suspect in captioned matter o’ ()
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’:e? Oswald first came to our attention on 10-31-59 when a
News: c]mpplng indicated corﬂ’erence in his

A room at” the Metr oscow

/- mﬁzen ““““"er Was Hescrlﬁed as a 20-vear-old former U.S5: Marine
.l received ‘considerable publicity. We checked with ~the Offwe of Naval -
1 Intelligénce (ONI) and were advised that Oswald had entered the
E Maripe. Corps at.Dallas..lexas, 10-24.% to serve 3 years, wa's
i re:yleased #0 inactive duty on 9-11-59 but had obligated service until
5 1287837 We had an ldentification DTvision record on his service — < f
A & mlf:mgerprmts which showed noe criminal arrests and placed a stop .
{75 against the prints so that any subsequent arrest in the U.8. would Yoefs
Albrought to our attention. «,ﬁ%v ?‘3

Vi . ﬁMﬁ
F ol State Department advised 11-22-59 that Oswald had a” ]
lat the AmeFrican Embass 10-31-59 adwsmmhwg wished to renounce:
ey A*l‘ffé“‘flCWCﬁ zenship and gave "as the r1nc1 cipal yeason Tor His~ /&

oS Soviet
‘Nai‘“%ne and

MR AR A X VLT

that he ) ¢ had b been a _radar

gegm}wﬂon A A MaTxist. " He statedm Laag
wgperator in the Maripe Corps and had told Soviet officials that if” P
& Wasg grant\ed Soviet 01t1zensh1p'mhe would make known 111?01”“1&“510“
oncerning the Ma,mgewg_g,;, h;,g_hmwaasma,n,uhmmmsas&e&sewnd “He 2 aln
ot publicity on 11:15-59 when the United Press reported that

had said thatvSovier authorities.wonld not..grant him c1t1zensh1g,
lthough he could live in Russia.as.a.resident alien. \J

ONI adyised 11-15-60 that Oswald ha,d been mg”me

ndesirable discharge from the Marifie” Corps.Reserwe..on 1*L7§»@QW\}J
N ol On 5.17-62 State Departiienl advised that it had been

ngals
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by 1etter 8-21-63 was instricted to ascertain the facts concerhing. .
) .
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Memo for Mr. Sullivan SEGRET} N
RE: ASSASSINATION OF THE PRESIDENT sliL Y e

“g-26—62. He was_

W t_and short in answe
and gave the impress. )

ering many questions

d " ssion of peing cold and arrogant. He advised that he
was not willing to take a polygraph test. He declined to answer

the question as_to why he had made the trip to Russia and stated

he did not care to relive the past, then added that he wentto Russia
to see the country. He said that he had been given a job as a sheet
metal worker in a television factory and denied that he had gone to
Russia because of admiration of the Russian system. He stated that he
~had read books by Karl Marx because of interest in his economic
theories but denied that he had ever been a member of the Communist
Party. He also denied that he had renounced his U.S5S. citizenship
and gtated that he did not seek Soviet citizenship. He advised that
the “oviets never attempted to obtain information from him concerning

the Marine Corps; that he was not recruited at any time by Soviet
intelligence and made no _ deals with the Soviets to obtaln permission,

TS Teturn to the U.S. He said that he had not given the Sovits any
YRFoTmation which could be used against the U.S. He also denied that

he had offered to reveal any information to the Sovists obtained tj

as a result or being @ radar operator in the Marines.

‘ s reinterviewd on 8-16-62 and adyised that he had
e Sovit Embassy_in Washington, D. C.. to advise
the Embassy of his wife's current address which was required by
Soviet law. He said she would report subsequent changes of address
16 the Fmbassy. He stated that he had never enjoyed his service in
the U.ﬁ.'Mﬁrinﬁs but had not en%oyed hisdtripdto the Soviet Union any
more than his Marine service. He again denied requesting revocation
of his U.S. citizenship and stated that he had never affirmed |
allegiance to the Soviet Union. He denied that he had made any deais
with Soviet intelligence organizations and that he had been assured
by the U.S. Embassy that Embassy officials were aware of no evidence
which would warrant prosecution of him should he return to the U.S.

He advised that he might have to return to the Soviet Union in about

5 years to take his wife to see her relatives. He declined to.
answer questions. as to why he went to the Soviet Union and stated. |
that he consi it Tnobakls. business.” At the end of the intervil

he agreed to contact the FBI if any person ever contacted himin the
U.S. under suspicious circumstances.|f

An article in "The Times Picayune" New Orleans, Louisiar |
8-13-63 indicated that Oswald had been sentenced to pay. fine nf«ﬁﬂ
OF “Serve T0 Uays on a charge of disturbing the..peace.as a result.of
distribution of a pamphlet for 'Fair. Play for.Cuba.~ New Orleans
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Memo for Mr. Sullivan
RE: ASSASSINATION OF THE PRESIDENT

Oswald's distribution of the pamphlet and determine if he was ¢J
.engaged 1n subversive activities.

" Jnvestigation in New Orleans disclosed that_Oswald had
been arrested as reported in the newspaper (it Is_noted that ThLs.

is the only arrest disclosed in. the ldentification Division records).
'He c1aimed to be a member of the "Fair Play for Cuba Committee" (FPCC

and™Becaie involved in an argument with 3 Cubam emigrants whiﬂ%

passing out citcul ars Heé entered a plea of guilty and elected to
ay_the Tine of $I0. The 3_0ther persons arrested with Oswald
’Were dﬁscharged. The arrest took place 0ff 8-9-63. W
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Oswald was interviewed on 8-10-63 b a,entswof the New

_Of% 1sed tha .geﬂwaé;ﬂggmgﬁéye- ad_coie o
New 0r[€ans._aho onths previousl ere he began to read
literature dlStleuted by the FPCC which he considered was not a

communist or communist-controlled group. He had sent a letter to
ghg,headyuarters,oﬁwihL&_ngmlzigg_gt 799 Broadway, N&W YOLK GCLETY.,
",1, $5 advising that he wished to join the Committee. During the
latter part of May, 1963, he received through the mail a card made
SUt-in his hame and siened by V.. TI. Lce which Showed that he was. a
Member of tgé*%ationad orgagizgtj%n, A_§%ort t1ge Tater he received
aﬂwhlte,car “which made him a member of e ew Orleans chapter .
[RiS card. was dated 6-6-63 and was signed A Hidell. He had nof
seeanldell but‘taIE,a to_him.on_the phone and;g%g_gxxgnggdmmggi;ggﬁ

otf_tl ocal committee but d1dwgg$_kﬂaw_anu_gﬁ the other persons
who attenﬂ“ﬂ ecause they were known only by their first names. L{a.i

= Investlgatlon also disclosed that on_,_ml 63 Oswald
appeared on a radio program called "Conversafion Carte Blapche" on
ragiﬁ sf“fﬁon WDSU in ew Urleans w1th Edward Scannell Butler ,

staff director of the Information COWmHil of the Americas which. i
OTganization s ec1a117es Th distribution of anticommunist educational
L. swa i

stated thatthe FPCCTis not communist-controlled and that he, k)9w9*’

lmater1a1 to Latin American countries. ing_.the program, ¢
Oswald, is a Marxist.

M erray

By Secret teletype.dated 10-10-63 CIA advised the Buxeau
State Department and Navy Department that a sensitive source on |
10-1-63 had reported that Lee Oswald contacted the_Sov1-dlEmba&:W :
inh Mexico City 1nquirini‘whet‘er the Embassy had recelvedua®;_ggm§
concerning a telegram.w had_been_.sentf Lo Wash1ngton f,;‘
EEEET Attache in Mex1co @gxigggml, 22.63 tha as. a te
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Memo for Mr. Sullivan
RE: ASSASSINATION OF THE PRESIDENT SECRET |

On 11-1-63 Mrs. Michael R. Paine, 2515 West Fifth Street,
Trving, Texas, advised that Uswald was then employed by the Texas
Elm S

STHooT Book Depository, 411 Elm Street, Dallas, Texas as _a laborer
WuS-TOOWINg at B Onknowh-address in Dallas and when he obtained

enough money he would move his family to an apartment in Dallas.

A highly confidential source of the Washington Field offi
advised on 11-18-63 that Oswald was in contact (by mail) with the
Soviet Fmb W , | nd related that he had recent

assy in Washington, D. C., and related that he h:
et With Comrade KOSTin at the ooviet Embassy in Mexico City. He

stgxea that Hg was unable to remain 1n Mexico because of Mexican
visa restriction of I5 days and he could not request a new visa
{nless he ugsed his real name. He also Stated that he had orig

-had a pew daughter, Audrey Marina Oswald, boifi T0=20-63" 2t Dallas,

ihtended to Visit the ooviet Embassy in Havana, Cuba, where he wou]

ce

1
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%avg had time to complge his busihess but he could not reach Q%Qgﬁ
e furnished his address as Box 0225, Dallas, TeXas, and_stated tha

£,

O v A UL S DA SR - ™ . .
he was married to Marina Nichilayeva Oswald, a Seviet citizen, and

AR

s whan T Lo

“in;AByreau investigation of Oswaldfﬁht which
ormation pertal

ning to the contacts with the

Qther than the connection with the FPCC investigation
developed no subversive data regarding subject except that during

Septenber, 1962, a confidential informant advised that Oswald was a
SUBSCTriber to "ihe Worker" an east coast communist newspaper. Another
Oswald wrote a letter to "The

informant advised that 1n June

|

1963,
Worker,' 23 West 26th Street, New.York €
[ong- t e subscriber and advising tha

New Orleans, He tequested. some of "The Workerls. literature anc
forwarded honorary membership. cards.for "these fighlers for peace,
ME—Gas Hall and Mr. B, Davis." Hall is general secretary of the
qegmunist Party, USA, and Davis is the hational secretary.

‘AT

The investigation disclosed no threats by Oswald against
the President but did indicate that he drank to excess while residi
in Ft. Worth, Texas, after his return from Russia and beat his w1fe
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Memo for Mr. Sullivan iy
RE: ASSASSINATION OF THE PRESIDENT i} SEGRET | "

The Marine Corps advised on 5-4-62 that the following

,letter had been received from Oswald: U
"LEE H. OSWALD
Kalinina St. 4-27
Minsk, U.S.S.R. \

March 22, 1962

"R. McC. TOMPKINS
Brigadier Gen., U.S.M.C.
Ass. Direct. of Personnel

"Daar Sirs:

_ "In reply to your notification of the granting of an
Undiresable discharge and your conveying of the process at which
at was arrived.

"T would like to point out in direct opposition to
your information that 1 have never taken steps to renounce my
U. S. citizenship. Also-«that the United States State Department
has no charges or complaints against me what/so ever.

. "I refer you to the United States Embassy, Moscow, or
the U. S. department of State_ Washington_ D. C., for the verifi-
cation of this fact.

"Also, I was aware of the finding of the board of
officers of 8 August 1960. I was notified by my mother, in
December 1962.

"My request to the Secretary of the Navy, his'referrgl
to you and your letter to me, did not say anything about a Review,
which is what I was trying to arrange.

"You mention ‘reliable information® as the basis for
the Undiserable discharge. I have no douth it was newspapers
speculation which foreward your ‘reliable information’.

"Under U. S. law governing the use of passports and

conduct abroad I have aperfect right to reside in my country
I wish too. ‘

Pooseomrl W
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' full review of my case in the light of these facts, since by

Memo for Mr. Sullivan
RE: ASSASSINATION OF THE PRESIDENT

Lo SERET)

"I have not violated; Section 1544, Title 18, U. S. \/
code, therefore you have no legel or even moral right, to \
reverse my honourable discharge from the U.S.M.C. of Sept. 11,

1960, into a undiserable discharge. \

"You may consider this letter a request by me for a

the time you recive this letter I shall have returned to the
U.S.A. with my family, and shall be prepared to appear in person
at a reasonable time and place in my area, before a reviewing
board of officers.

"Tf you choose to convene a review board you my con-
tact me through the below address in the United States after
May 15th 1962.

"LEE H. OSWALD

7313 Davanport St.
Fort Worth, Texas.

"Sincerdly »
"/s/ LEE H. oéWALDf*

BACKGROUND_DATA I Stmn

Background data developed during the inves igafTGﬁwg?éww

summarized as follows: Les Lhﬂ%f#ﬁé%i C?%ﬁffkfﬂér /

1 X

He was.born 10-18-39. New Orleans, Louidiafa. He was
attending high schooT in Tt. Worth, Texas, when he enlisted in the
U.S. Marine Corps in October, 1956. "He %ad special training as an
electronics operator and a radio operator while in the Marine Corps
and was released to inactive duty 9-11-59. He married Marina

Nikoleavna Prusakova at Minsk, Russia, 4-30-61 (she was born 7-17-41,
I

in Russia). His daughter whose fiiie-was given during the 6-26-62
interview as June Lee Oswald was born February 15, 1962. Another
daughter was born in October, 1963. DN X L)

Oswald was last issued American passport D-092526 at Newé
Orleans, Lowisiana, 6-25-63 for proposed travel of 3 months to

one yar as a tourist to England, France, Germany, Ho}land, USSR, Fil-

ftaly and Poland. 1In his application dated 6-24-63 he stated that
he intended to depart New Orleans during the period October-Decembe
1963 . :
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Memo for Mr. Sullivan
RE: ASSASSINATION OF THE PRESIDENT

B SECRET

Relatives identified during the investigation were his
mother, Mrs. Marguerite C. Oswald; brother, Robert Lee Oswald,
'who was formerly in the U.S. Air Force; and halfbrother, John
Edward Pic, who in 1961 was a staff sergeant in the U.S. Air Force, i
Air Force number 11313239. A

OSWALD'S LETTER TO0 FPCC

The New York office contacted an anonymous source at
FPCC headquarters, New York City, 10-27-63 and this source advised
that Oswald had fomarded an undated letter to FPCC headquarters
indicating intentions to form a New Orleans chapter of the organizatics
He referred to a circular which might be too provocative but
indicated he wanted to attract attention even if its the attention

of the "lunatic fringe."™ A copy of this letter is attached. au 1

ACTION:

This is for information.
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