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SUBJECT: 

Reference: 

CONFIDENTIAL 

NAVY DEPARTMBNT 

Division of Naval Intelligence 

Domestic Intelligence Branch 

American Federation of Labor - re movement 
among negroes in Phila. 
CHISUM, Melvmn J. - info furnished by 
A8-5/QQ/ND4 

Enclosure: (A) Gopy of FBiltr dated 3-20-42, to Brig. Gen. 
Raymond E. Lee, Asst Chief of Staff- G-2, War Dept. 

(B) 0.30144
1. Enclosure

appropriate action. 
A and B forwarded for 

2. 
requested. 

Ultimate return of this correspondence to ONI is 

Room 2A86 

R. H. Thayer, 
Lieut • , Comdr. , USNR 
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llhtitch ~tutc,.; ilcpartmcttt nf Jht~ttcl?' · 

lltuil,-ittgb:m, il. <ll. 
't''•P qf) w4,, ~ii-\11 ,<a IJ {, 

1:rige.d:ler G@ntral R~;ymond 1111 Lie 
Aiaist~~t CM~t ~r.~iatt 
a ... 2, · · war tmp~nt' · ···· 
V~3hington1 D-, Q o . 

Dl~:if. G~ne:ral ~e, · 

PBRSONAL AND OONfilJKNTIA1 
SPE:CIAL MCSSENG1Y.R , 

I i~h()tight you wouli be: irltt!¼i"~ttba<i in.· 1;ntorx11~t,.on ?'fHl91 V$d by 
t.bis ~1rt\1e.u $.i :Curtd$bwd b7· :Mislvin J. Cl"-iii~u, form~~ 1&cr11a,-h&:ry to BookJ/iir 
t. Wlll.shing't.o:n am presontl,;,y 4 .i11itw; vuulitit:~;~. 1,n Pb:J.lad®clphia, P<h!nn1ylvan1a, 

:Mi". Obi.sum at:1:v1r11ed truii.t 'bt.i h1.:i.ti information tonl!HlU.":rd.ni & m.ovtm 
m,nit. among the nec,t:r•o!l1i111 :L.u Ph1.l&d$lphie., Penn.1ylvania, to divide t.l~ir 
loy.1.l.ty. f!e stat,ed that the tnfonnation oontulrned what he detmtd oo
scrup'l;llo1u1 t1<llti:v1 t;,u; on, ·the p;;,:r.t of th~ OIO !.n Philacle1pl11a. ~g1d.1uit the 
n1g:c-Cffe t!J'.tam$:nt. · ·'· · · · · · · 

'' :, .' ··: !,, , .. ' ._-

: ~. ·t}hbnint :,;~ta:t.elll ·t.hat ·th~ Nati.o 
Atneritl4!1,. F-d•t-1-11.01{ of t&b~r in fht.la . e · ~a; ~a..t.:nd~•; ~t 
o:ro , ...... • . . . . .. ~e e.tt(i :lit~:rally a,liv~ w1tb 0 
r•otm ex 1remely intt.trt1~ted in tha color$d :popul~tiorh. fie 
.t'.'tt:r·th~r ste.t,lilld ti'.t:lat these organiia:t:i(mB b.av•1. be~n &ot,ivi& in obta:tm.ni 
me1nb~riship t:r.•001 t,..ht :neg:ro elem~nt" 

Mt·. Oh:tsum stated th.at p11u."soi:nn0:L depa,rtme1iia of v1.:riou1 na.M.cm.t»l 
d$.f'(tln:r,e plants in th8 v:i.oi:mity of Ph1ladelph .. ta ar1 apr1roach1i.1t and 11.ttn.•al.ly 
instruoted. that colol:'ed }ltr10n1 not bEi employed. Uei also advistd t,ha.t the 
i>ersonn~l d.tt;partm~nts ~* 1m1rtl?ucrt$i\i th&t if ar.iy 111gro!!ll1 atte~t tc>: obt~in 
empl11>ymEuit 1n th0~ ple.nt6, they· a:r* to ·be intult;ed and suiked to :Leave. 
Snbs(ll(lUEintly, ur., Ohi$Um itatad, the :UiSIJ.il~Q81i a,;re told that ·f;h(ll?'i 1$ em
pl0',Yl'l1tnt av~:tlable in thfUh!I na.t,:ton~l de:t.'en1$ :plants and that 1.rrangmtH\U1t1 
nave been m&de t·o:r th$m to ma.k@ appl:tca.t:ton !or employmetit. The- colored 
people a:i:•e st.a.tea ·~o th~n go to the i11armfaatu:r·ing co.nc111:rns where they a:r.e 
t,old that. the cono~rn1 do not em:ploy 11egroes. The obv:i.ous resul·t, It"• 
Ch1i1mi ati:ated, 1.$ t,b.at. tt1e oolo:rad paoplia. a.x•a embi t.tered but :remain 
t!li•i@ndl.y ·towa1~d the o:co. He a\ii.ted fur.ther t,hat thE!: r1egrf.'>E1s in ·tbi.,s i:n• 
stanoe a:re very un£:r1endly ton.r<l the ma.11'1lf'&<.rturing eor111a1•nB and in 
oer·tair1 inat&noes ev~m unf'ttiendl.;y towa:rd the O'n::L ted s:te.tee (iov·ernmEmt. 

Mr. Ohieum adv:tmed th:t.s !t1Niau he aould n~t te~M.fy d1.:re9tly 
·that the above mem·fi:to:ned opex•atii'.ms are.1 being oa:r.r:ted . out by' the G!O, · 

i Eii;'.~;; ~'.:· :>: ,· ~ \ ::' '~f'; . , : '· i i 
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. ·:~,;<c1\1r l~~dE~.-:.c:::Js 
__ ,·;~~-;:.,, ·', ··-:· Jt~ 1 (r Jl'}1i,,.r .. n'i.-.. -?iXd~?'1.V 

l:n.:tt h~ beJ.ievtd it to be r.t ge.n1x•a.l pla:n ot n&'bion,wide tioope 'Whi,ch :t1 
to bt o:r m&:r p:r1HJtntly be 1n ef i'$Ot. 

No 1nv0st:l,ge:t.i.on in, 't,hit .mat·ter he;11 t,~,n 0~11d.uQt~d by -ti:1:1::1.1 
~1:reau1 hijW$V¥.U:', I thought, you wt,uld be ir1ttllr«rn1t;ed in tb:l.1 msrt.tar. 

on "" ltq,ja;r Adm:t.i?al. it, S. 
m1•1oto:r 
NSV'&l In'l':.$llig,emce 
Na Vy l'J$J)a:r't,ml'llnt 
Wi!ll.1hinirbon, o. C. 

8tU.OE.ll'l:).f $'()'ill'$-, 

} 

't..A. • ~. U.,,,,._ 

('\ o:... liidger l!oovm-
' D11~otvt'to~ 

Willd.110011 ✓ 


