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-t;ON FIDI~N'fIAis1 §l. a 
11 July 1946 

MffiMORilNDUM ....-~~ .. 

Su.bject: Evidence of Japanese Subversive Activity in the United States 

. 'l1he Of.f'ioe of Na.val Intelligence has reason to believe that 
the Japanese Go1J'ernment, particularly its Naval representatives in the 
U .s., was engaged :i.n espionage and other subversive activit,ies espeo:J.alJ.y 
bf)fore the outbreak of the Americr1ri Japanese War on 7 December 19lil. 
The following examples, based on Off'ice of Na:val Intelligence files, are 
lis·ted ·to support th:l.s belief. 

FARNSWOR'rH John Sema.r ---~---
On 26 February 1937 F.ARNSWORTH., Lt., Comdr., USN, was dismissed from 

the Naval Service by order of a general court-martial. In Novembe1· 1936 
he was convicted in the Distr:tct Court of the U .s. for the District of' 
Columbia on a conspiracy indictment charging h.i.m w"l'th unlawfully dis
closing information on national defense to representatives o.f a. foreign 
nation in violation of Section 31+, Title 50, U .s. Code. He was sentenced 
to be confined in the ]1ederal peni tentia..cy from four to tweJ.v·e years, 

i,/ FN.tNSWORTH admitted having se:3:d· information of military significance to 
Captain Bu.njfro YAMGl.,GUOHI, ~ptain Tam.on YAMAGUCHI, Comdr., Yoshiyuki 
ICHIMIYA and L·t., Comdr. Akir Y,A:WJAKI, all attached to the Japanese Na-val 
P,:ttache 1s O:t'fice in Waahlng on, D.C, 

ruP.,.,t '5 l-¼V.:D 

V 

g_fil_~~-~ 

While a GM 3/c in the U .s. Navy, subject admitted furnishing Tom 
Kazuo 'l'ATSUMI (alias Tom YAMAMOTO), clerk at, the Olympic Hotel in San 
111:rancisco, in 1935 with Naval information. TATSUMI was one of the ch:i.e;f 
contacts of Japanese Na.val espionage agents on the West Coast. Photo
sta.t:lo C(?.p;l.es of letters KIRKEBY sent TATSUMI are available~ 

THOMPSON, a former enlist,ed man in the U.S. Navy, was convicted in 
1936 and sentenced to £if.teen years .for impersonating a. petty off':l..cer. 
He sold Naval informa·tion to Japanese Naval rep:resentattves then on the 
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West Coast, particularly Lt. Comdr. Toshio MIYAZAKI. Specific instructions ! ► 
, by MIYAZAKI 1•equested 0£ THOMPSON included questions on :n.oating mines, §. ti 

0~ , 1 smoke screens and powe:i:• o.t· torpedoes. '.t'H0MPS0N acb~:!:_~ed furnishing ,~· p •.,· 1
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information re anti-aircx•aft guns on the U .s.s. MIL\V'AUKE:m, some specimen 
>0--caliber bullets and targe·~ practice results. On 20 Dee-ember 1935, 
the Deputy Sheriff of Los An.geles County, James FOESE, obtained the 
manuscript of· a nm•rati ve prepared by 'I'HOMPSON, purportedly for publica
tion under a pseudonym, which detailed h:i.s contao1;s with MIYAZAKI and 
other Japanese government officials in the United States. 

fil!fil.1~ Lt. Comdr., 'JtJN 

Sub,iect was engaged in intelUgence activities in the Washington 
State a.ret.~ .from June 1934 until 1936. In Mey- 1935, FUJII secured confi
dential maps of Alaska. and SEmt in.f'(?~~p,t,ion to Japan in the ship's safe 
of a Nippon Yusen Kaisha liner. Evidence includes original nota.tions by 
FUJII on the topogra.phy of Alaska ob$erved by him. FU.JII trained Lt. 
Comdr., Sadatomo OKADA, his successor~ 

Lt. Comdr., IJN 

In 1934 and 1935 subject was Assistant Naval Attaohe at the Japanese 
Naval Attache•s Office in Washington, D.a., and was active in obtaining 
in.fo:rmat:Lon of military value on the East Coast. In December 1934 he 
was arrested by Captain E.E. J.J:PPH.AJ.in, Gh.ief of Detectives in st. Peters
burg, F11orida for ·taking p:tctures of theVSS TRENTON and the waterfront. 

v Du:t"ing this same period he admitted to Captain LIPP.HARD t,hat photographs 
taken by him were forwarded to"the Japanese Government in Tokyo. A mont,h 
prevl ously, MATSUDA was observed carefully looking at and ma.king sketches 
of. the Newport, Rhode Island Naval Torpedo Station and of For·t Adanmo 

OHM.AE1 Toshikazu Lt. Comdr., IJN 
{Alias: ...... FUiillOHI, Gisaburo) 

Active on ·the West Coast of the U .s. from 1935 to 1937, subject, was 
✓ i.n possession of a document which gave Japanese Na.val General S't.a.ff 

instructions for the pbt,a;i.ning of intelligence in the U .s. These 
:l.nst:ruct,ions requested information on military tactics, identification 
of allied un:i.ts, education and training :tn. U.S. Navy, Naval connnunications. 

Lt. Comdr., IJN 

su·bject, was active on the West Coast of the U .s., particularly in t,he 
'ifash.i.ngton and Oregon area, collecting Nava,1 information during 1940 and 
1941. Cons:i.dera.ble photostatic evidence is available of notes made by 
OKADA re the types of inf'o1•ma.tion desired by the Japanese Government (such 
as, U .. s. Navy a:via·liion ·training methods, air attacks on su:rface ships, ship , 
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OKADA, Sadatomo 
~--•r -•-

(cont 1d) 
-- -- - ------- -------

~ A \ 
t\l.V.1.'lJ.'J..J,.,IA,!,V.l .,.),J:'l>,,AJ 

bu1.lding), notes on the Columbia Aircra.ft Company in Portland, Oregon, 
silhouettes of U .s. Naval vessels, a map of Seattle, W'a.shing·ton on which 
was marked t,he location of anti-ai:rcr .. 1f't pos:ttions, and dat.a on .Alaskan 
defense installations. 

TAOIITBANA Itaru 
""-a M l '11',_:.1,_ ... •-

L't. Comdr., IJN 

Deported from the U .s. on 23 June 1941 due to accumula-ted evidence 
o:f' extensive espiona.ge and organ:i.zational ac·t.i v:l ties on the West Coast, 
subjec"t; was partly responsible fo:t• establishing the U .s. branch of ·t;he 
NIPPON K.AIGUN KYOKAI (Japan Na.vy League), an organization ded:i.ca:t.ed to 
collecting Naval information f'or Japan. .Although the majority of 
TAGrlIBANA.' s information was obtained from newspapers, about 30% of inf or
mation on ship moyem.ents a.nd changes, war plants, defense facilities was 
obtained by observationo 

Major., IJA 

Active on the West, Coast; of the U .. s. in 193.5 and 19.36., NISmMURA 
was observed skert.ching the shoreline at Seward J'ar.k Bea.ch, Washington., 
ta.king photographs o.f the Boeing Airport in Seattle, ·taking photos of 
Fort Lawton, taking photos of Alert Bay snd Alaskan installations. 

rroNAMI.t Mtt.!l:..~,!llj:£_~ Lt. Col., IJA 

Subject ·t,ra.veled extensj_vely on the w·est Coast of the U .s. obtaining 
information of nrll.ita:ry value in 1936 and 1937. TONAMI stated in a letter 
to a Colonel MA'l'SUMOTO, dated 14 ]'ebruary 1936; ·t:.ha.t one of the reasons 
for ente1•ing the Boeing Aeronautical School was that he would be able to 
get some inside information on the Company its el£ and to make a survey of 
U .s. aeronautical tra:Lning ins·titu·l:,ions. TONAJ).IT wa.s in possession of typed 

v instr'!_~tions issued by Tetsuzan NAGATA, Ctlief of the Mllit,ary Affairs 
Bureau of the War :Ministry, dated 29 June 19J5·, which required hiro. to 
study new developments in the airora.ft field and, specifically warned him 
·t,o be very ca:i:•e.ful when at-1:,empting to obtain informa:tion of a secret nature"'·· 
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Formerly a clerk in the Japanese Consulate-General, Honolulu, 1r .H., 
subject is one of the f'ew American citizeris of Ja.panese ancestry who 

v admitted being engaged in inteJ.ligenoe act,iv:l.ties on behalf of the 
Japanese Government., KO"rOSI-n:RODO admitt(?d making innumerabl1:i trips out 
of Honolulu wlth Tadashi MORIMURA, Cr)nsular Secretary, checking movements 
o.f U .s. :meet vessels from Pearl City Peninsula and observlng defense 
installs:~ions. 

v· An ex-of'fioer of. the German Navy, subject admitted making arrangement,s 
With the Japanese Cone-ml General in Honolulu, Nagao KITA, for a sys't,em o:f 
signaling by_ lights, fires and radio (presumably to oonummioate with 
JapanescJ ships at sea) wh'i.ch signals were to be used to announce the de
parture of U.S. Naval units from Pearl Ha1~bo:r.. 

Reasons for believing the Japanese fishing fleet off the West Coast 
of the u.s. was engaged in espionage ac-tiv.lties are parM.ally based upon: 

In 1937, C!1ancello:r.• Shigemi. HAYASHIDA of the Japanese Comm.late :i.n 
Loa Angeles, Cal:Lt'orn:i.a au·thored a report ent:t.tled '1b1 :lshing in Sout,hern 
California, 1• whioh gave det,ailed info1•ma:tion on number and nationality of 
fishermen operating out of Los .Angeles, San Pedro and San Diego, an entire 
chapter on the Japanese fishermen and statlstioal data, including number 
of Japanese fishing vessels, areas whe:re they were operating, tonnage, 
po1•t :r ao:i.li ties and personnel crew dat,a. 

'/ On 18 January 19Li2, a group o:f Japanese fishermen were observed 
i'ishing in the proxi.mity of the propc>sed ai:r base in Oak Harbor, 1/fasl:rl.ngton. 

Yosiu.ichi Tri1-tAMAE, leading fisherman in the liawa:i.:lan Tuna li'leet 
operaM.ng out of Pea.rl Harbor, falsified ·the fact tha:t he had served in 
-1:ihe Japanese Navy as a machinist from l91li. to 1918 when applying fo:i:• a. 
permit to enter Kaneohe Bay, a defensive sea area. 

- 4 -

;:o 
(D 
u 
a 
0. 

~ 
0. 

=l' 
0 
3 
S'
<D 
C 
:::, 
C1 

ei-
(/) 

::h 
(D 
0. 

- I 
0 
(D 

Q. 

~ 
3i 
(D 
0. 

I 
0 
0: 
5' 

ca 
CJ) 

s, 
5' 
(D 

z 
~ 
0 
:::, 

2!. 
)> 

g. 
fl 



;;o 
(1J 

"Cl 
a 

OON.FID:E;.N1'1.AL ~ 

In II/To:1.rch 1938, Co1:1s·t Guard members boa1•ded the :1Et,SS 3,4,, upon their 
arrival in San Pedro .from Ensenada for the purpose o.f examining thf) ships' 
papers. Sh:.ln SBIBATA,Tong suspecrted espionage agent and owner of the 
three boatfl, refused to disclose the nationality o.f the boat,s in a. state
ment filed with the Coast Guard. and f'ailed ·to file papers setting forth 
their nationality. The Japanese nationality of these vessels was a.ffi.rmed 
by ·~he Mexican Consulate in Los .Angeles, though the Japanese Oonsulate 
denied the boats were Japanese. 

Iwao KIHAH.A of 1415 Ma:l.n St,reet, Seattle, Wash:lngton, the son of 
·the head of the Main B'ish Company, wa.s a. .frequent caller 011 Lt. Comdr ... 
Shigeru FUJII, known Naval intelligence agent. 

TaktlZO SUZUKI, allegedly a represe11tati've of the KYODO SUISAN 
KA.BUSHI:KI KAISHA in 'l1olcyo, was in Alaska inMay 1936, when .he went out 011 
Japanese fishing boa:ts wt th a movie camera.. It, was later ascertained 
that, SUZUKI was an oi'.ficer :Ln the Japanese Na.vy and tha.t he had been 
engaged in seou:r:i.ng military information about Ala.ska. 

omm:lWA'.rION Oli' u .. s. VI~SSELS --'<I'" , _.., ______ 4,. 

Oa.pt,a:l.n R. J a .HEAL:l!~Y, Master of the Motor f:>hip WEtl'.1' CUSSl!:'L'A, whi.ch 
a.r:d:ved in San Pedro on 13 November 191.il :f'rom the Orient, reported that 
on t.h('.3 ou·tbound voyage on 13 September a Japanese coasting vessel was 
sighted, This Japanese ship dispatched a radio message to the Japanese 
Navy giving pertinent data abou·t tn.e :MS WJi:ST OUSSJ!:TA. 

On 20 Septembe1" 1941, ·the ,Japanese sampan SUMIYOSHI MARU, captained 
by Jnni.chi YANAGHTARA of' 531..i. Luna Lane, Honolulu, T.H., was apprehended 
by the U .s .s. SCHENLEY for entering the. de.fensi·ve sea a'.l'."elil.. off .Pearl 
Harbor. 

The sampa.11 YAM.A'.rO MARU, 321382 FG 182, a rrid'io rigged boat of the 
Hawaiian Tuna Packers, Ltd. of Honolulu, was 01?.~~,rved on 2 August 1941 
i:ind on 11 September 191µ. by ·the U .s.s. OHESTEli in the firing area ob~(1'l'.'v1.ng 
gunnery p1"a.<1tice,. 
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___ YQK91i~-,~l!O.~.PL G:IN~O (Yokohaina Specie B~k)'---~---

Bunjiro HIRANO, Assistant Manager of the YOKOHAMA SHOKIN GINKO . 
branch in San Fx•ancisoo, Calif o:r.nia was fully aware of Lt. Comdr. 'roshio 
M[YAZAKI•s ac·t:lvi'liies :l.n ·~his country as attested to by two letters 
wri.tten by Tom Kazuo TAT SUMI, then ole:r-k at the Yamato Hotel in San 

v ll'r .. mcisooo HIRANO w:rote an interoffice m...9mo in 1936 wh.i.011 stated that 
Lt. Comdr. Toshikazu OMAE used t,he alias of Gisaburo JJ'UKUO.HI and ·hid the 
fa.ct that he was in the IJN. Seiioh:t ARAKI, formerly at,tached to the 
San Francisco branch, admitted after the outbreak of the war that, he had 
forwarded national defense information to YOKOHAMA SHOKIN GINKO head
quarters in 'l'okyo and that such inf orma:liion was no·t; connected wt th t.ne 
bank business" 

NIPPON YUSEN KAISHA ( Japan Mail Lj.ne) ..,., ... ---•1:1·--"" - .... 
In October 1941, the NYK liner AI{AGI MARU transported to Maxi.co 

official .Uapa.nese documents entrusted to its oapta.:i.n ,,bY the Los .Angeles 
Japanese Consulate dest,ined f.or the Japanese Nave11 Atta.ohe in Mexico. 
Major F':rederick J'oseph RUTLAND, .British Arrrry, who wa:s arrested in London 
in December 19Iil as a Japanese agent, was given full cooperation by the 
NYK branch in Los .Angeles aboard the tAMAKURA MARU in August 1939" 

MITSUBISifI SHOJI KAISHA (Mitsub:l.shi Trading Company) 
...,.___ _____ _ 

On 10 January 1940, the San Francisco branch of the MI'.l'SUBISHI SHOJI 
KAISH.A wrote to Comdr. YA.TSUGI in Los .Angeles stating that they had recen-1:ily 
been sending him information 011 the petroleum industry in CaJ.ifornia, 
hopi.ng that it was of value. Evidence is available of the close cooperation 
given Japanese Army and Navy officers on the West Ooas·t in cormection w:L th 
visiting private indust,rial establishments. 

MITSUI & CO. --
Under the guise of business negotia:tions and researoh into commercial 

information, MITSUI sent to its Tokyo headquarters information on the 
st,:r.ength of the U .s. and its ability tt) wage wa:r:" 0 
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Miscella.n.eous Inf o:rm~:~~212. __ 

US:l!; O:B"' AMB.:RIC.AN PUBLIOA'rIONS -ll<IP--•-'"-"''""" r;l----11'•- ••--= .._ .............. 

Both prior to and during the .American Japanese War, the Japanese 
Government through its representa:t;i ves or inte:rmed:l.aries made extensive 
use of American publications as a source of espionage information con
OC!Wlling the military pot,entia.l end activities of th:i.s oountry 11 

UNRJtGISTli:RED PROPAGANDISTS 
Ho.a e, 11 ---....... -~- - ------ ...,,_,_ 

Frede:r:Lck Vincent WILLIAMS, Ralph W • TOWN8Ii:ND end Dav:l.d Warren R'YD.&m 
were cort,"Y"1cted of f a.ilure to abide by the Foreigri Agents Regis·trr..ition Law 
in the early pa:r.t of 1942. All ·hhree were engaged in the dissemination of 
Japanese propaganda in the u.s. as agents of or indirectly financed by 
Japanese Foreign Of'fice representatives in the U.S. "' · 

fil'.?1.9!,.~Q~l\! ~ KYOKA.I ( Japan Navy League) 

A U .a. mainland branch of the DAI NIPPON KAIGUN KYOKAI was established 
in Los Angeles, California.., in 1938 with the backing of Dr.. Taka.shi 
FURUSAWA, an a.lien Ja.pe,neae doctor who is fi'f~rongly SU_!l:>.~cted of having 
engaged in intelligence activities, and Lt. Comdr,. Ita:ru 'fACHIBANA., lmown 
Na.val intelligence agewt. One o.f the purposes of the Japan Navy League., 
sta:l:ied in its charter, is the collection of i.nfor:ma.tio:n. on f'o:reign Na:val 
capabilities. 

JAPAN.f&~E AGITNfION AMONG Trilt NEGROT!.S ~'~--~ 
Japanese GO'V'ernment representatives :ln :the U .. s. endeavored ·to orgimize 

the Negroes for the purpose of retarding the progress of pla.:ns in this 
coun't,ry for national defense and economy.. This activity sta:t"t,ed in the 
early 1930' s with Naka N.AKANE (ali.as Sa:tohata TAKAHASHI) in the Detroit 
area. Major Ichiji SUGITA, attached to the American Section of the Second 
Department, .Army Genertl Sta.ff, attempted to est,ablish contact with NAKANE 
in early 1941 while on an o:f'.:f'icial visit to the U .s. Yasuichi I-rtKIDA 
(alias Yonezo HIRAYAMA), attached to the Japanese Consul.ate-Gene:ral in 
New York City as a research analyst, made extensive studies of ·l;he Negro 
situation in the U .. s. and was in close contact with the Japanese Naval 
Inspector• s Office in New York City. 
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