MEMORANDUM FOR Commander W, S. Wherton, |
, |
SUBJECT 2 Proposed Executive Order entitled hatablishing Interdepart- ;

mental Board to Consider Cases of Subversive Activity on the
Part of Federal Employees",

1. Attention is invited to the letter of the Attorney General
dated October 26, 1942, accompanying the proposed Executive Order.

(a) Justification for the establishment of the board swings
on the experience of the Department of Justice in adminis~
tering provisions of the appropriation acts which provide
for funds for the Federal Buresu of Investigation « "to
investigate employees of every department, agency,. and
independent establishment of the Federal. Government who are
members of subversive organizations or advocate the overthrow
of the Pederal Government by force" - and requires that the
Bureau shall "report the findings forthwith to Congress."
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(b) The Board is to be advisory.

(¢) The Board proposes to assure feir consideration to Federal
Employees and at the same time assure adequate protection : ;
to the Government of the United States, : '

(d) The War and Navy Departments are exeepted from the pro-
visions of the proposed order.’

24 Apparently the proposed order is aimed at regulerizing and
standardizing the procedure for the removal of Federal employees suspected
of subversive activity, thereby improving security conditions, and at the !
same time assuring the employee fair consideratlon.

(a) Membership on the board is not quelified. Thus, where a
removal. from an agency closely allied to the war effort
should be effected, such as the War Production Board, for
purposes of military security no consideration would be
given such factors unless there wae a representative of
the Army or Navy, or both on the board. In any event the
vote of the board for military reasons would be a minority,
with the proposed five man committee.

3 Experience with other government departments has indicated |
thet none of them have the least conception of what constitutes military |
security, Downright subversive disclosure of clagsified information and f
actions bordering on subversion have repeatedly taken place, cloaked under |
the guise of "progressiveness" or "liberality" or "new dealism®, In war, 3
ignorance of the requirements of military security is no excuse for the
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justification of a national policy which protects elements who ought not

to be employed in the Government. In other words, the requirements of
military security in the War Production Board or for that matter in the
Department of Jugtice are given no consideration in the proposed order less

it be by negation,

bue The Navy Department now relies on Rule 12 of the Civil
Service Commission for the removal of persons suspected of subversive
activity, since the lapse of Public #671 of the 76th Congress. The routines
are well established and the mechanism opersates satisfactorily.

50 This order has been discussed with Mr., Timms of the Federal
Buresu of Investigaticm, who stated that it was the work of Deen Dickinson,
a special assistant to the Attorney General.

6. This order is similar to a proposel of the Department of
Justice in connection with the dlscharge of subversives in industry, and
which was given full consideration during the summer and fall of 1941 and
resulted in the agreement, between War Department, Navy Department and labor

representatives,

Te The undersigned is at loss to understand why the same Rule
12 will not apply equally well to removals in qther'government agencies,

8 However, this problem sppears to be a concern of the
Federal Bureau of Investigation and if that agenocy is in accord with this
Executive Order, except for the objections as noted, the 0ffice of Naval
Tntelligence ought not to object. '
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Lst dndorsenent 4
on ltr. from Bureau of the Budget,
dated 1l=-3-42,
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The Judge Advocate General.

The Assistant Secretary of the Navy (Shore
fWetablishmeénts Division) |
The Vice Chiefl of Neval Cperations.,
The Director of Civil Personnel.

Proposed dxecubtive Order entitled "Istablish-
ing the Interdepartmental Board to Consider
Cases of Subversive Activity on the Dart of
Federal Tmployeeg.®

Referred for commentb.
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| BUREAU OF THE BUDGET o

WASHINGTON, D. . (jys’ﬁ%?
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X%Qﬁfﬁﬁﬁs _;ﬁ’ My dear lMr. Secreteary:

Herewith are coplies of a letter of October
26, 1942, addressed to the President by the At
torney General, and of a proposed Executive Order il
entitled "Establishing the Interdepertmental Board
to Consider Cases of Subversive Activity on the :
Part of Federal Employees",

)

I : | ~ The Director of the Bureau of the Budget will
' appreciate receiving an expression of your views in ‘
the premises. |

Very truly yours,

i Assflstant Director
! Legislative fleference

it The Honorable,

The Secretary of the Navy.

Enclosureg,.
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OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GEHTRAL
Washingbon, D0,

Oebober 26, 1942
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The proposed order hes been vymp&wzﬁ in this Depertument
with the cooperation of *t:?}ma'ﬁl?m&swm)*g&w%mam@al Committee on Invegtiw
gablong in order o give effeot ‘éa reconmendetions ineorporated in
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port of the Federsl Buresw. of Investigetion mede pursnant to the ape
propriation aob m‘?v June 28, 1941 (Publie Law 13%, 77%h Congroas),
Publie Lew 6L, 774k Congress, spproved July 2, i9L2, pro=
vides that of the appropriation for the Fm;;«%:ml Bureen of Investiga~
on "§200,000 ahall be svetleble fmmedistely to investigate the eme
ployees of every dapurbment mgg;emw, and lundependent eabeblishment

of the Federal Uovernment who sre members of subversive organizetions
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