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STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL

The Becretary of State presents his compliments to

SBAILOIY [2UOREN U} 10 SBUIPIOH PaWISSBIDe( / PAIISSEIOUN SU} Loy paonpoldey

the Honorable the Secretary of the Navy,and. encloses for
his information a copy of a strictly confidential despatch
from the American Consul at Port-of-Spaln, Trinidad, é
British West Indies, with enclosures, concerning the ,
pogsible subversive activities of one Quintin O'Connor.

A copy of the despatch has also been forwarded to

the Secretary of War.

Enclosure?

From Consulste,
Trinidad, no, 865,
April 22, 1942,
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Trinidad, B.W.I., April 22, 1942

STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL

Possible subversive achtivibies in Tri

ﬁmxef:’i "é:atas kedﬂral &zreaaz of Investi gauians
ting wssib le su?:fv‘sms%té as*iw € as“
@*&smm The m*aamtggwe Sgetion

wm, and the 0ffice o 7:’;
< ! yg
States ﬁaval Operabing Base, Have.been izzfcma&‘ Eﬂ\
L B2
The Mr, Fields referred fo in fhe last paragraph =X
| of the memorandmm 1s undovbtedly Dr. Hemry Flelds, the  |S3 |
American Investigater who veecently visibed this Colenys |R S
: L : # _ N <

Respectfully yours,

-
-

| S 6. H. Hall, Jre
: .ﬁmzer:wan Gonsul

Tﬁ‘&alaswes'

1. . Copy of letter from Trinidad ?eﬁera%eé
. Horkers! Trade ﬁmen, dated April 18, 1942
i & true cooy of @ » with its 333."1&33%'&33?83‘
 ie signed origh- £ Ze ﬁe}psf of memorandum by ¥re Js Ce Holmes.
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mavlobte Street,
Frinidad, B.W.I.

isth April, 1942.
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AND

: : 211 was we consider may heig &
stop t}m_s emstiﬂg bmtalii:y, | “ %}
[~ ¥rue comy ot | Yours faithfully,

%fhe signed origi- £ f B3 gmé} th m 9*&@2}3’2@1‘ ,
Lral, “WAING } General Becretary.
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PUBLIC STATEMENT

ﬁsgre haters are eaap}xfyeé st the Bases; 3 @&n m heziave
negroes sre dogs to be brubtally kicked; men who get drunk

and then want te beat u;gs Negroes« We cazmt hava an all?
figh*&iza,g & war for freecdeom and coumi tting acis worse 'E:hazz d
slave owners,; we wast erg out alond against this inhumanit

and vegardiess of whether we are shol or interned, we &eﬁemea
the beating up of workers on the mses as acts worthy of
BEitler and the é‘agaazmse.

It may be said by those wﬁe hesar me that I aza a a‘%&a ﬁ&m:emist
or that I zm speaking against the wars s any men
to 1love his Counitry and “his cmsrmmmm then I dos The
dnemies of victory and the 5th colmwmmists aré iﬁms@ whe are
bedting the workers and bupshbing thelr headsi every time 2
blow is struck at a mz*kgz*,; a severe blow is azlso struek at
victory, and a beaten and bleeding worker will habe those

who beat him and believe that they are just as Hiltler.

The Japanese and the CGermans are spreading propagands all

over the world to the effect that the Americans and the ‘
British hate the coloured races of the world, and the surest
way o establish such pr@}aagaﬂﬁa end to szsure defeab is
way our workers are being treated at thé besess We must fac=
the faet that teday the task of the democrscies has been madgm

I
%’o

ST

diffieult in the F’a@ Bast, because of the native populations %
going over to the Japancse. "‘}mra must be some cause for ~ |<
this, and will the native population of Trinidad and Tobago |
help the Americans if we are invaded or will they help the |2
invader as in Burma?

PRRE

Sﬁrelg if the brutel methods of : Americans are continued,
they will alienate the good feel:ingﬂ the workers had for
them when they first arrived here s and brutalliity may go to
such an extent that these workers will become the ememies
of t?zei.z* emg;;l@?ers gnd be an sasy prey bo the faseist propa~
ganda.” How is the time for the gresbest possible mitaé
effort, and any damage To “!;h% morale of the workers on the

bases/
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bases may mean the death to zﬂany m“tma ﬁ@iﬁﬁ:ﬁs’, .~
brutalising the workers we hinder i ‘_ tion o
basess .

fem our ;xeapie > E%‘é aemm&
we sa}.emn}.g affirm our be
fighting for justice when. their rule ube G
justice. We have not and are zm'?; imaatsé thus by the Bri-
tish, and hgm our rulers aﬁ&&é&&eé us to these enemiles of
%}mw& riers i Fanel mmes s e e Dogte Lt e o
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T g, UTNTIN 01CONNOR, Ge. Sec.

?eéaratsé %@rkeﬁs %aﬁe |

%e f‘a},l@ﬁng information was furnished- }33' Gs@i:. Rumbelow,
ity ﬁaer @:{’ ‘the Colonial Police; X &é&ﬁm ;
: xaued as ia%ig a@nfmﬁ RS

e e izat eall himseldf
3k ﬁiismeé most p?ﬁisa’ﬁ%lg ?:»@ be & ww s*a
i:a&ms}z a.s ne; has been in continuous correspondence with
13&;3130 Corpremist iﬁffiﬁiﬁls .%.,.,. aﬁglmﬁa for the past several

OiConnor first sz‘g&ﬂiﬁ&é the Union of Shop Assistants and
Clerks and ls now actively engaged in reeruibing union
members from the Unlited States Base workers for the Pederated
Workers Trade Unlon. He and his aszsoclates hold fresguent
publie meetings and deliver the usual type of ;ﬂl&m&%x&g‘
speeches in which they exhort thelr listeners %o join the
Tnion in order that they may protect %hemsm.veﬁ from un—

fair discriminastion, brubsl treatment at the hands of white
foremen; U« S. Soldiers and Marines, starvetion wages, un=~
bearable %z@uszzzg conditions, ebes They even reecently blame
%;E:n present water shortage on the fact that the workers have
not previously orgsnized snd demanded thelr just rightse A4f

25

‘%;ne gnd of each meeting, those in stiendanece are wgeé to jein
the Union -- BO cents im.ti&mn and dues of 12 cenitg 2 week——

The meetings sre held under permiis which must presently be |
obtained from the Govermment when twenly or more persons are|

expecied to atiend and the m@mmgs are apparently monitored ach
by the Golonisl E‘e&zse. Good order usually prevails and the BEO

attendance &t the freguent mestings seems to range from 75 taz o
180 personss 22
- >
According to the veluminous file which is meinbtained on 2%
DiConnor and his setivitiss by Colonial Pslice he is re= 2
sponsible for most of the small asmount of subversive 1<

aetivities now present in Trinidad, He ig dsseribed zse g
raunting orator whe g;réaehﬁs disaffection and whs thrives on
arrests and summonses. In 2 speech during which he blamed
all of the misforiunes ané social ills of the %workers® on
the Ywrong adminisirabtion® of Trinidad he is credifed with
saying ®I don't care who hears me because I am speaking
CGreole = this is no big English btalk. I donf®t want te
speak Bnglish because I gm not sn Bnglishman, I shall
never be ones Join the Union, friends, and let's Tight
glone like the mighty Red m of S«wief; ﬁﬁagia, oar
Democrabtic friends.
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It is nobed *brsnghmut the file that OtConnor and his ,
associates constantly address thelr lisbtensrs as "Comrades®
and point to the Union of the Sovieb, Socialistie Republics

as the shining example which the colored people of Trinidad
should follow.

0¥Commor has been arrested t‘wiee for obstruction in connec-
tion with strikes and on both cccasions was gliven a fins

which was suspended pending a six wonths! period of gsm"
behaviors

E. M. Mitchell, president of the Federated Workers Trade
Tnion of Trinidad iz colored, is Deputy Meyor of Trinidad
and is sective in speech~making gsleng the sawe limes as
OtConnor although probably not comnsidered so radical,

It iz interesting %o note that the Colonial Poliee file

reflects that one Gomes, an ass@ez,ai:e of O'Conror, re-

ferred in several spesthes to a long counference he had

nad with a Hr. Flelds whom he described as an Ameriecan
offieial from Bashingbon. He %0ld his sudlence that hs

*"aﬁl*g outlined the ecase of the metive workers relative

to diserimination and injustice at the hands of the Ameri-

cans to ¥r. Flelds.

~. 4

Respeetfully,
~ - {Signed} J. C. Holmes
Log ﬁeﬁua%"
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