
.. DDRESS Ol'l"ICll. ~MMU~Jl~l\1'10NS'l'Q 

'rHF. se:~~~y OF S1'A'fE: 
WASHJNG"r'ON, Do (l,1 

I 

J) ). 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
WASHINGTON 

In reply refer to 
mu soo. ooB o • c~.;~·.-
Qu1nt 1n/1 ·. ,, 

-~::i1 

May 9. 1942 

,YICTORY 

BUY 
UNITED 
STATBS 

ENSE 

NOS 
ND 

PS 

STRICTLY OO~F+DENTIAL 
Ji11::1~mm 
,; .. '·'"~'~"•' ... A~ 

The Secretary of Sta.te presents his eompliments to 

the Hono:re.ble the Secretary of the Navy,and., encloses for 

his information a copy of a strictly confidential despatch 

from the American Consul at Port-of*Spa1n, Trinidad, 

Br1t1sh West Indies, with enclosures, oonoern1ng the 

possible subversive activities of one Quintin O'Connor. 

A eopy of' the despatch has al.so been forwarded to 

the Secretary of War. 

Enclosure: 

From Coneula,te, 
Tr.1n1dad, no. 865, 
April 22, 1942~ 
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T rnrt,L~~!~l/vt!Ll 
:.:\-r.:~ ·.}:::~.-

l have the btloor 
· · r.i::. :· ff:·'. .. -·:. }~- /; .~:;, 

o' Gon.."'1.Qr+ 
J 

' 

States 
Fie1ds .,..,,,,,;,-,,,..,...,,,,,,.,.;i: 

6£ the ~~d!ml. is 

reeently vi.sited 

Bnel.os:urest 

.. 
'·> 

Respectfully 3 ours# 

0 • . R., ltall, :tr. 
keriean G&l'.lfflll. 

l._, ·. tloJY l.ette~ rr~ ~1n1d.ad Feuara:t~ 
Worke:Ps 1 'rrade Union, A.Fil. 1.81 

its eneh:>~urea. · 
2. ot m&"mOran~ b7 J., C,. liol.me•-. 

834.5/K..1 • 820.02 
CHH/l41fl.S. 

----

the 
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:p~~ of'-~ail'J.,. 
.,, 

!'r~dadt B. W .-:t • 

18th April• 1942. 
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.: ~e 'll6tt~ii' ,'. t~z, :,: 
:4otillg.~1¢tU.,SQC~~~" 
·0ctve~t:. ~~s • 
;~~tll'1;.Jlf .:Sp~ . .. . 

•~ .... --.•~• d; ;, •w,. •- .-,,, • -•·; 

~~#:':,~; ·••·' 
:··,t .... fil~~eit-t'·i,r:! t;r'Jt;ji~'\it ~M.emi; JSaijiU. 

,, ' ' . ;,. '' .·•.-~, ,; ' ~:t' ~if 
, '1es~nt .'b' . 'i:~iali'~Gove ;~ ~iti!li Flag tuid expect ev~ poae:ib1e :pl;"Oteetion. 

A tme copy of 
the signed origi- f 

I nal .. ~ ! 

Yo~s .faithtul.17;1 r · 
f Signed} Quintin. 0' Ce,mu.,r 
Genera.1 Secretary. 

;;;:;;;;, - p•~. -·--- -

,----
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d~~ ¥~1.:t~:~e~s1~··· ffi-.~si:v·· ... ,..,'f 
~liest enemies 
~i;'>es. _are. g....,,..........., 

.. •.· '~ 

Negro ha.ters . are $lnplD~. at ... the ~s; . . .~ believe 
~~ea ar~ daga to be ~tally Rieke«..,. men wbQ get ~ 
and 'fm~n. ~t ~- ~s:t up negr~$ •. We. cannot ha~ 8l'l ally 
fi,,gh~ a. war :f'or ~m and ~ tting acf;s . l'R)rs.e than " 
al.ave· o~rs, we m.ust . C'!J!T eut a.lend ~t .. this i~t;y, 
and regardl.ess or. whether we: a.re shot ~r in~~d.$ we denounce 
the beating up of' workers on bases as acts wo~ of 
Bf:tler md the J~eee. 

:tt lmtf be $aid by tho$e woo hear me t'.nat t ant a 5th tlt,l.tmtnist 
OP tliat l a;m speald.:ng against the war. I e~ my man 
to ave his Co~~ and his eeun~jlllen~~ than X do;. ~ 
anendes -v-1.~to:r,- the· 5th c•lwmdsts those DO are 
beat:ing the •r~s i:Wd bm-sting the:b!- hee.ds;, e~ tm• a 
bl.Gw is .. s~k a:c a W()riker,, a $~ blow is tdso strn~k 
vietorT,. and. a beaten and b1eeding workel?' w1U haf;e iffiose 
who beat him believe that they are just as Bi:tler. 

!'he Japanese and the Ge~ ~e . apre.ad~..g. pr-0cpa,g.anda all -. .----
over. the world to the etteet that the ~rie~ and the , c{\ 
~1U$h hate .the eol.~ed raees or the 110rl.d.,. and th,$ ~stl ct7 
ws,7 to establi:Jh sueh prl!)paganda and ~• ~ dereat: . is the IQ~\ 
way o~. woFkel:'a tura being tr'eat&d at . baa!~• lillSt f'ac:~::SQI 
the :ta.et .• the t~ or the demoer&el.e:i . been mad~~\ 
di.ffi.mil:t the East,, because o:f th$ mtti ft populations l ~ ~ ; 
gc,ing ove:r m the Ja~se. ~re :m.ust . s~e ca-use :tor · ~ =<.\ 
this, and will the naiu:ve popu1at1on o2 ~inidad .anil Tobago u t 
he1..p. the Ame:rlcans H ve ~e .invaded Ol"' ldll they hel.p the S ~ 
inttder as in ::S~? < .,. 

$ur~l7 tl::ie. brutal. methods .o:£ the Aanerl.eQll$: eont~. 
they will alienate the good t'eellng.s the worli:er~ bad f~ 
them. when ·they first a:!"ri~ here,, and b~ts.llty ~ gp ~ 
sueh.· an e:r:tut that """'""..,·"' workers nl..l beeo,m,e the enemies 
ot their empJ..crJers; and an eaq pi:ey . the :fase:!st pl"'Opa-
gmda."' ~· i$ the time · ·. the ~~tesrt po:ssil:ile united 
effort? and an,-' ~e to the m.o~e the 1f0rke,r~ en the 

ba~es/ 
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bases ma.-y mean the death to 
bru:talising the l'IOrker,s . we 
~~e~, -
We demand. a st6p to tilµs.1"$~e.~.ilt.,q~~~ we d~ justi~e 
:fo"l! o'U!" people". we demand· ll6. d:1;;$er!m'.l~at'ion on t;h$ bases: 
we solemnly ~+"fll1m otn? b~t~t' ~'hat ~ 'e~ti ia.7 they a:Pe 
fighting :f:c,r Justi~a·. mea; :t,¥~ : ruie i~ · .....•. e .·· f~e and in
justi.ce. . We have m>t and . ae 11c0t trea . t~ by Bri-
tish,, and have our ru1era abandon,ed us to these enemies oif 
t~ ~~rat. .•. 

h<les~e't~
iti't1el" . ~di•tiiie 
'bio.od ~-· · w~ .. 
~.•· .. a.IlJ.J~S. ~f ~~~ 

Lc)ng .Uve th~ ... 
. ~ng uve: ~-• . 
. ~w.n:·.·. dtli· lfttl•~ · ~-

. •-.·~.·with .at):'.:~-

=P""-4~!t we,':nate 
, :or,.j >• ns.sia. 
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COPY 

the following info~tio:n was f'tlrnished~ b7 Capt. ~fft, 
~.t~-~-tt™~·;~J;.~:~o~?:4~ ~~M"•·~~~,~;~,, .. · 
~111.d l)a ~·~El-~~ ~ -~~e~~7. Hnf'.$,~'jdJJl>~n. ~b-'-~~!~- .lf~fi 

,~t~~i .. i?~t:d~~ 0~ •... ~~~~$:~8•11,hou,ltl, 
~'·Qt ~~l!i'·; O~\~. · 0,t~::,\J~fJll,dm~~:.O:f-c flfti~i&J.. 

that this. :irj>o~t:tcn was. f~shed by the Colonial. Police,. 

9i~!ll?Dlfi>~~4 f~t,'t~,~~ . ~ ... ;,)$id~ 
~~r.u1~aa-~6.,J~~~t:}:g,,.~¢ted ~t.~ee.:,~~~'..il:li;li:18 .~n 
lle ,lQ4fU h1s':,~:to~iF,~'.;.a,.;~:- in ·,a P~e;,·~~ ifo~ .... 
· ·· · · · · · ·.• · ·· ·· · . · ~''.,,~---~~'ti~~a:,••~·';WOl.id.ng~••.bo-urs-. 
. ·. . .. . "' M. ~·:~t)ui ~a:, ~~t~>·$~e-•~"~l.ltics 
~~~e~~>~-':Qd.·:.•~~ti~ ,.-,~ ~~:r ~·•. 
~~ialist::i;,n.t; tJ ~"ll•~d most ~be.bl,.- be . a u~~t 
:ina~h a.a he .. llaa bcten .• ill .con:tinuollB ~neispondame if1 th 
leai!ing O~st otticial.s· in ~~=""" ro':r' the past aev~al 
:rears. •,;,.• 

O'~r first orga.nized the """'4"1.V,,..,. m:top Msistan:ts and 
aierks and is.m>w aet1?$:l:.,-:,~,,il:l,~~td.ng mdan. 
~b~Jl"s U()m the lmi ted States Base workers f&? the F-1Q:Pa:f;d 
\foPkePt1 !ra.de Um.on. He and bis associates Ml.d ~~nt 
publ1et.fa,~til:Ig$ dell var usual . ~ of i~'tory 
apeeehes··tn .. whieh th$y ex.~rt t.lle!r listeners to jein ~ 
U:nion in order that· they 'l!i'Jia;{ pr-otee:t them:$$lves ~m im-
i"ail? dia:cr:1m:h1Btion~ brutal. treatment the bands a:t·wllite 
to~n.1 u. . Sol.diers and· ifs...~716&,, starvation wages* un:- .. 
bearabl.e musing eonditions" ete.. ~!T even.r'eoentl-y b~ 
the present w:a:ter shortage on faet that the wol"kers ·have 
U()'t previousl.y orga.ni:&ed d~ed their just r:igh:ts.. A-t 
the end of ~eh meet · those at'tendan.ee ~e urged join 
the UmGn ~ 50 e,en_ts ti..CLt.:ion dues o:t eent.a a. week,------
'l3:l.e meetings are held un«.er :p-erm.te whieh m'ti.St pres:entl.7 be c{) 
obtained from the Government. twenty rt<>r-e. persone are £\ 
expected att.d . . the meetings apparentl.y monitored ~c-ci

1 
by t·he.· Ot,1onial Police. Gttod order usually prevails a. nd the \ ~\ 
attendance the freqt:tent "'"'""'·~""''"" seems to fr0m td ~ a. 

persons. \\j ~ 
Aceol"ding to vol:aBd ... 110tis file 1ihi eh i.s ma:izrta.:in&d on ~ ·~ 
0 1Coz:a1cir and Ms: aetirlt.ie-s ~u,nial. :Pollee he :ra- Cl ,s 
sponsibl.e f01? most of' the -~~ ~unt tt;:~ sitbv~sive ~ 
activities pr&aent ~inidad. Re de$erib~d s.s a l 
ran.ting orator who p:t"eaehes di~tteetictn t'.h.:ri,res on L----
arrests st2mm0nses,. In a ~.ech ~ wti-ie-h b~ 
allot the mist"ortnnes and social. ills of' the ~workQrs• on 
the .•wrong ad:nriniatrat:tcm• !rin1.dad is eF..,~01 with 
sa~ •::r don1 t eare who hears me. because Iams~ 
C:t"eel.e • this n~ big ....... fl'> ................. talk. .I don't want to. 
sptaak &lglish bees.use I am. not an En,glis~. I shall 
never be one. Join. the Union_, :friends, and l.et' s f'igl::d; 
alone like th$ migf.tty lied ~ ot" ~et Rusak., ~ 
Demeeratie fr1.ends't· 

T.t/ 
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It is noted throughout the rue that o•acn:no:r and his
associates constantly address their 1.1.steners as •comrades• 
and point to the Union of' the Soviet§! Soe:ial.istie Republ.ies
as the shirdng exrnpl.e whieh the eolcl"'ed peopl.e of Trinidad 
shoul.d .follow. 

O'Connor has been ar?ested twice f'or obstruei:d.on in eonnee
tion w1:th strikes a:nd on both oeeasions: was given a f'ine 
which was suspended. pendir...g a $ix m.on:tha' period of good 
behavior. 

; 

E .. M. Mitchell$ president of' the Federated WorkePs 'J!rade 
Union of' �L.-iidad is eo�Ped" is Deputy Jla:y0tr of Trinidad 
and is aetive 1n speech-malrl.ng a!D:ng the ss:m.e line� as 
O'Connor tlthough probab1y not considered so l:""adieal.-o 

It is interesting to note that the Oolonitl Po1iee file 
re1"leet.a that one Gomes. an associate of' 0 1 <k,nnor, re
ferred in several. ipee,¢he� to a long eon!'erence he had 
had with a Mr. Fie1ds who-m he deseribed as an •eriean. 
o:tfieial :from Waruiington., l!e .tol.d his audience that b� 
.full.y outlined the. ease o:f the native worl{ers relative 
to diser:i:minati0,n and injusti.ce at the hands or the Ameri
oa:ns to lb:>. Field.sq-

�"'¾.... 
l tit�� (; :fh� $, � c'Opy nf- i' 

1 --� ,� - ,1/Jfi/ "fie(j or;,,i_ f

��-_, ---�./ 

--

Res:peetful1y, 

{Signed) J.., c. Holmes 

�-.�-,.•.t-:;.;.:.-. ·'· ·" /� ... 
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