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NA VINVSERV INSTRUCTION 5520 • 13 

lfrom: 
To: 

Director, .Na.val Investigative Service 
Distribution List 

IN HEPL V REFER TO 

NISINST 5520 • 13 
Code 20X 

1 0 AUG 1%7 

Subj: The Conduct of. Polygrap~ F.xaminations and the Selection, 
Training and Supervision of 'DOD Polygraph Examiners 

Encl: (1) DOD Directive 5210,48 of 13 Jut'65 
(2) Revised Polygraph Waiver Form 

l. Purpose. To promulgate within the Na.val Investigative Service, 
supplemental instructions for the implementation of enclosure (l). 

2. Cancellation. ONI INS'ffiUCTION 5520.83 is being cancelled b~ 
appropriate authority but enclosures (1) and-(2) thereto should be 
retained and appended to this Instruction. 

3. Discussion 

a. Enclosure (1), promulgated to tbe Naval Establi.shment under 
separate cover,conta.ins directions for the conduct of polygraph 
examinations and the req_uirements for the selection, training and 
supervision of :polygraph examiners. 

b. Herein followa information clarifying and supplementing 
certairi portions of enclosure (1) :t'or the effective implementation 
thereof. 

4. Action 

a.. All :provisions of enclosure (1) apply and are to be imple .. 
mented. (All paragraph references here:l.n refer to enclosure (1) 
unless otherwise noted). 1

• 

b. General Polic;y ( z.:ra&raph IV). 

(1) In addition to the requi:reruents 
r-1, it remain. s the-oµ~y ot the .Nava_ l Inves 
employment of ~ . ~ft 1/brt1'·1Wfi~~ 
if used at all,""t'o8 · ~ous uael>y ai?:J:ffid o 

A th . ~Z) /~Sr._~~ u : .•.•••• ~ ••••••••••• ,~ •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
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. 
:polyo·aph r;hould be considor(;.!d rrn merely one of tilt) 
invcs t.i~o:tion ro:thor thun as u. G ubotitutc th<Jrci'or, 
o.pplication of the polygra1)h 'technique is o.o an tdd 
'inveotic;ation or interrogation. 

techniquq; of 
'l'hd correct 

to f'urti1er 

(2) rn· reference to 90.ragraph IV.A., it is ernphaoiz.ed 
that the technique in not to Le ur;ed n.s a 11 huntinc; liccnGe, 11 

pertinent questions will lie reotrictecl to those which arc 
germane to the issue( s) on which the· subject ha.11 ngreed to be 
tested and control questions mo.y 0c uoed only a::; required to 
determine if the subject is susceptlblc to the ·technique or to 
determine the proscncc of (J. 

11 guilt complex,'' 

(3) In reference to ).Jrtrr.LgrarJh IV,B und cx.c.luoivc of the 
pcrsoiinel dcsic;,1uted thc:t·cin, requests fo:r pol.ygl'o.ph o.rrnistuncc 
may be received from other J)'ecleral, Jtate, Munit!:lpal or even 

.. 

private ae;cncies, e.g., Navy contructors, etc. In tho interest of 
improved liaison and cooperation, ouch rec1ucsts Ghould be serv1ccd 
on a hie;hly selective basis as a reciprocal gesture; and provided 
that circumstances are in ull :respects favorable to employment of 
the technique nnd prov~ded further that such teGtG a:re not precluded 
by local (mW1ic.ipal, state, etc,) ordinances. tl1he request should be 
confi:i.--rned in writing in each instu.ncc nnd a waiver obto.:i.ned from the 
subject to be tested, One of the appropriate ·officials authorfaed 
to make a determination (listed in paragraph 4,e (1) herein) must 
be made aware of the request and his consent obtained before u.ny 
corrunitment is rnade. Polygraph assiGtnnce to outside agencies must 
be in full accordance with the basic instruction anc1 enclosure_ (1) 
thereto.· Polyc:;ro.ph examinero ohn.11 not solicit rec1ucsts for polygraph 
service from other agencies nor mo,ke arrangement<:> :to do polygraph work 
for other agencies, even on their own time, without the knowledge and 
expressed consent of the same official(G). 

(l~) In coinplying witli JiD,ragrr~pb. lV, C,, a dist-inction· must -­
oe made between the personnel~ file 0.11d t.he investigative f lle. · 'l'hc 
investigatioi1 report itself, :L'n order to be complete and to reflect 
;that all possj.blc steps towo.rd.G re,,olution of the particular bsue(s) 
hav': ~een talrnn, shall cont~nuc to record. the fact thut s~pJ~<r,~ 1,W'f:'\( •.• 
e.d.rn1.n1.stered or was not ud1111nis tercd u polye;rt1ph cxamina t1.~~-:1Jpof t: t.,t f 
inforination concern.i.ng the examination or the subject's ret~n~l.{/~\b,,f;) 
to Gubmit to saine other than ons..c.PS tho two foregoing al teii1ii'tivcs ,,,,. J 

will appear in the prime-~ny ,:fti.gay~on rop.ort. When a polyr:_,raph 
exa.mina:t.ion ia adn:d.nistcr .. ~· : ·' rAflf Dei,vt\'ijrffiellQb~.P.'9t • ..t:Qnth. 
in a. sepa.re:te category 9B . 91:ff • 

/:::::;) / . <;? <y' 
A.uth:· .t;;;..C;;;. ......... fu-1.' • ..i. ...................... .. 

~{'"')() '' ,. "' . . I . ;,,~-
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c. Criminal. Investigo._~J-orw (f?:rag.raph V). 

(l) 'l'he ste.tement in paragraph V.A.l. .-'the subject has been 
interviewed -~-'' should cause no confusion since o.n interview uhro.yo 
precedes a :polygraph examination. I·t need not be construed o.s a Gepare.te. 
and divorced action in time and space. Authority from the designated 
official should be sought prior to commencement of the interview if it is 
conside:ted that the technique may be employed, If an interrogation is 
undertaken without the required determination being mo.de for any reason, 
e.g., not foreseen as a. poss~bility, the interrogation must be interrupted· 
until the required determino;tion is made. In any event, there will be 
occasions when a. considerable time lapse n-ay occur be·tween the completion 
of the interview and the scheduling of the polygraph examination, if the 
latter is determined to be appropriate. · 

(2) Paragraph V does not preclude post-confession polygraph 
examina. tions providing · all other requix;cme.6:ta) Including the·· detcrmina. tion, 
are met. (E.G. An :J.ndi vidual o.dml ta cul:pa.bili ty but his explanation .. 
arouses suspicion, i.e., claims ffegligence :l:'a.tber than malicious intent. 
Such an individual may be polygraphed as to the validity of his confession. 

d. Counterintelligence Investiga·t;iona; Intelligence Operations; 
( " Cryptologic Info~·t~on (para.graph_.,VI). 

(1) For guidance concerning the statement in paragraph VI.A.La.. 
"the subject bas been interviewed--·," refer to para.graph 4.c.(1) of this 
Ins true tion .• 

_ (2). In relation to paragraph VI (sub-paragraph C.ij~ffi'?.1(¥df~··,-,,.~~1.,, 1rT,, 1 not applicable) the policy of. t,he Nav-f:. Investigative Servih1:'.:;~s' ' $.~~r:~,h,Ji 1j ' 
and emphasized that If personnel sere · rn by polygraph Will E~i~IJ elt)~tff d 
by NIS examiners" unless dire2c9 , tell ~l/eO~-i!Jn~~eati Nre ··"'""'·· Service, or higher authority, , · •• 0

•••••--•--•• 

e. Conduct of Examino.ti • .yt }¼llll'lll•fs»B.~,~.Y.II,), •• _;; .. ['e .. (z, ·.,. f s-y-.. °«-l::;.'l'il ') V , • • ••••••••••••••. 
(l) Officials desigt,ifd, tSln~eCine determin~ti~nfo'/t;,Zf.'µ,:I,i,ee_ b'f 'nSl:ragraph VII. B a.re: e ..................... Unit . /.J{_(_,. t ~ . ....... ·········-· 

(a) Director, Na.val Investigative Service 

(b) Deputy Direct.or, Naval Investigative Service 
Assistant Director, Investigations,, 

( c) ~:x:~t~a.mt!X>fie~re.n:k, Naval lnveatigative 
Service Headquarters. 

··~ 

::0 
.l)l 
8- I 

CC 
@ ' 
()_ -a , 
3 - ', ;::r 
CD 
c· 
::, ' 
0 ' 

[ 
5 
~ 

, (d) Special Assistant for Investigations, Naval . · t !/- I 
Inves~igative Sef~ .. i~4ea~u/~;J;,;t,/ rve. , ..... ,, .... , .. :· . : . 

. ( e) •S-o~ot? ~~ .Af?03..B~, ~)11,;\f$:3~t~1.;gat.J.ons ,Department ,C ,L/:fe.-
Naval Investigative Service He')dgu~rters 
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·td-r Asm ietttn'b Heo.d, :Envee 'bigt:l'bionl'.I De J::t,x"brne.nb, Naval: 

-!ttvea't:l.sa,ti""~ Ser"·tiee Heo.aquo.f'iiero. · 

(2) Specific prior approval must be requested from one of 
the officials listed in :raragraph 4. e.l. (1) herein before conducting 
a polygraph exa.rnina:tion. (Req_uests should be directed to Assistant 
Head, Investigations Department, Naval Investigative Service Headq_uartera, 
NIS-20X. ) Letter, speedlet·t;er, AU'l'OVON, telephone or message rnay be 
utilized for submitt,ing requests. Suf'f:1.cfont detail will be incorporated 
so that the authorizing official cun make hls required determination. 

(3) The Director, Naval Investigative Service delegates the 
authority to authorize polygraph examinations to Conunanding Officers 
of Naval Inves·tigative Service Offices; such del.egati.on is limited to 
situations of operational necessity and of an emergency nature where 
authority from one of the officials listed in r.JO.ragraph 4. e. (1) herein 
cannot be obtained on a timely enough basis relative to the situation. 
This authority is not to be further delegated by Commanding Officers. 
When exercised, the authorizing Comrna.nding Officer shall execute the 
following affida.vi t: "Having examined investigative develoiJmenta to 
date in tbe case of ------------ .. -- 0

-, it is my determination that use 
of the polygraph techniq_ue is justified and is in compliance with the 
applicable provisions of DOD Directive 5210, 48 of 13 July 1965. '' The 
original of this affidavit must contain the signature (not a facsimile) 
of.the authorizing Commanding Officer and shall be f'orwarded as an 

.enclosure to the polygraph examination report (category 9B). 

(4) Compliance with paragraph VII.D.1 will be effected 
thus: 

) 

c;.1-1 
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. f. Selection~ 1l1ro.~ning a51d Supe:rv~~~!2 .• of OOD Polygrap~ 
Examiners]pa.~agra_h V~II). . 

( l) These cri tcria for aelection o.re in addition to 
those set forth in l)&ragraph VIII.A,:,-- - · ·· --- -· 

(a) No Special-Agent slw.1.1 be selected. unless he can 
be a.ssie;ned immediately after the completion of his training courae 
to e.n office in which an experienced examiner is alrend.y in resi .. 
dence so tha.t he can fulfill the apprenticeship req_uirement set 
forth in pa.ragraph VIII.B.3. 

(b) '11he Spedal Agent selectEte must be experienced 
over e. wide range of case categories and bave demonstrated out .. 
standing ability in interrogations. 

( 2) In rele. tion to pa.ragra.ph VIII. A. 2, a.. ( 3), names of 
those Sped.al Agents who have been trained in previous years e.nd 
who, o.s a result of promotiofl, reassignment of duties or transfers, 
are no longer active as polygraph examiners, shall be submitted to 
Director, Naval Investigative Service and these individuals shall 
no longer be considered qualified examiners. Such detenninations 
shall be a continuing program in the future and t:te no.mes submitted 
to Director, Naval Investigative Service as current examiners. 
become ineligible under the conditions of this paragraph. 

(3) In relation to :paragraph VIII.B., polygraph training 
will be conducted by Naval Investigative Service Headquarters 
personnel and implementa.tj_on of this paragraph (VIII. B.) exclusive 
of :para.graph 3 thereof, will be the responsibility of the Personnel 
and Training Unit, Naval Investigative Service Headquari;ers, 
Implementation of paragraph VIII.B.3. is a joint responsibility 
of Naval Investigative Service Headquarters and Naval Investigative 
Service Offices concerned. (Paragraph 4,f.(l) herein refers.) 

(4) In :reference to paragraph VIII.C.l., the wide divergency 
· in personnel locations and geograpl:\ic areas of the various units of 
the Naval Investigative Service, intra o.nd extra CONUS malte it 
impossible to lay down a general rule of supervision which will be 
applicable in all cases. Insofar as possible in the particular 
location, the following rules Wi;fili1::~:P)?lfr,: \:ffjf(:\i;j 

(a) In a.dd:l. tion t~>:'.:;~lle;,,~~.<ruitr,,d ! <1~:~errnh1a tion, the 

Oe~t~I Glvlngrade to· ••••............ 
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examiner will discuss the m1;ltter to be covered and the formulation 
of his queationa With his irnmedlate supervisor or senior. 

(b) 'l1he examination sba.ll be observed where feasible 
by the supervisor or senior. 

(c) When the polygraph examiner is also the senior 
agent present a.nd it is not feasible to transfer the examination 
to another office, tape recordings of the procedure should be 
made, i:t' equipment is available. (See para.gniphs V.B.4. and VLA.2.d). 

(d) In all cases, examination results will be closely 
reviewed at the Naval Investigative Service.Office and subsequently 
at the Naval Investigat,ive Service :Headquarters for correctness of procedure•and for compliance with enclosure (1). 

(5) '.lhe copy of the report required by paragraph VIII.C.2. will be tbe 9B report and shall include a.11 information required 
. by enclosure (1) to the DOD Instruction 5210.lt8 and will have 
attached thereto as an enclosure, the written waiver executed by 
the subject prior to the exarnination as Well a.a the examination 
charts and question sheet. In addition, all quest.ions, relevant and irrelevant, including the aqtual wording of control questions 

.,,..-

used, when such a.re necessary, shall be listed in the order in r · 1 
.which they were asked and the responses thereto. It shall also 
include the examiner's opinion as to whether deception wa.s attempted; deception was. not attempted or the results o.re considered indetermipate. 

g. Res;eonsibili_i,?l,• A copy of' this Inutruction with enclosures must be made available to each of the officials listed herein 
authorized to make the required determination and to each polygraph 
examiner, It is the responsibility of the polygraph examine.r to 
insure that all examinations conducted subsequent to receipt of this Instruct.ion are :l.n compliance with the tenets set for·th herein. 
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