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\ NAVY DEPARTMENT

QOFFICE OF NAVAL INTELLIGENCE
WASHINGTON, D. C.

July 3 , 1944

MEMORANDUM FOR _Commander Riheldaffer . . .

16—12036 GFRO

SUBJECT 3 AMAGANSETT - Landing of Agents at.

1. The complete ONI file of reports and -
correspondence relating to the Subject is herewith
transmitted by hand for futher delivery to
Commander Dyer (Cominch).
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NAVY DEPARTMENT
OFFICE OF NAVAL INTELLIGENCE

WASHINGTON, D. C.

July 3, 1942 ., 194

MEMORANDUM FOR rile

16—12936 GPO
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SUBJECT: . AMAGANSETT, Landing of agents at.

Mr. Tamm of ¥,B.T. advised Captain
Waller that the interrogation of persons appre-
hended in comnection with subject occurrence, is
continuing and that therefore a complete report
has not yet been received from New York.

He further stated that in receipt
of this report, ONI would be advised. .

H. E. Keisker
Comdl‘. 3 USNR'
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CONFTIDENTTAL _ July 2, 1942,
A8-5 (Serial No. 1891) ' ,
- Commandantts—interpretativn of thateagreements—It—is—ver B—
probable that Army authoritlies likewise do not hold th@&gg
Federal Bureau of Investigation's interpretation, 3% ED oy g
4
5. It is strongly recommended that this m@&@Q} be
straightened out at the earliest practicable time. Ay
il !
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2ND ENDORSEMENT Headquarters Hastern Sea Frontier

ﬁﬁ ’rT) : v New York, N. Y.
Saricl 988

July 4, 1942.

Froms Comeastsecafron.

To: Vice OpNav.
1. " Porwarded, ,
2o It is considered essential that there be complete *

coordination and exchange of information between field activities
of the NWaval Intelligence and the PFederal Bursau of Investlga- '
tion i1f matters of this and a similar nature are to be
successfully handled,

Se Comesstegealron and his Task Group Commanders, as
well as the military authorities, have a responsibility for
naval and military operations that requires they be kept
constantly informed of all enemy activitles within the Frontier.

00§V g 4¢éé%$//f
Aty A HUp {fiaens
gy ",

b LY o PELED

&%w”ﬂﬁy fﬁm&*%&&
&' &ﬁﬁﬁ' ,n ’gﬁ
AU B ffxf
ﬂ%@&«*&@a e, (SETLS2,
R D, Mo , . / A
\i u?ﬁé%i Rt s &Sywm-ﬁﬁa s st

' T CLASSIF }LD '
“DE N 7

\ Authority N

M. b A, S




e | ol g
5
1st Endorsement on 5
» D.I.O., BND CONF. l]fﬁi‘—.‘f‘._, ?;_
AB-5/5030 Serial 47864k, d
\ dated Jume 30, 19k<. ﬁﬂ#n@W! — 8
| i Ao S
i CONFTDENTTAL Headquarters, Thira'flaval District &
A8-5 New York, N, Y., A7y g
gerial No. 1891. July =, 1942. e B
From: The Commandant, Third Naval District. g
-To: The Vice Chief of Naval Operations. =
(The Director of Naval Intelligence) o
Vias ‘ The Commander, Bastern Sea Frontier. |
Subject: Tnvestigation in connection with the landing -
of forelgn agents at Amagansett, Long Island, 3
June 13, 1942, 5 |
1. Forwarded. |
R The Commendant called a conference with Mr.

T, J. Donegan and Mr, A, M, Thurston of the New York Office

of the Federal Bureau of Investigation on June 30, 1942, with .
a view to determining the reasons why the District Intellligence o
Officer, The Commander fHastern Sea Frontier, and proper Army
officlals (as I had been told) had not been kept reagonably

informed of developments. The reasons given by these gentlemen
were, in effect, that in all cases handled by the Federal .
Bureau of Investigation Headquarters at Washington, the

Federal Bureau of Investigation agency here became in the

status of a fleld office only and was not allowed to divulge 0 |
anything; that upon making direct inquiry as to whether Navy
of ficials here should be advised, they were directed not to
do so, because Mr, Hoover was advising Admiral Wilkinson.

3. Although Naval authorities of this District
had first reported this landing of saboteurs to the local
rederal Bureau of Investigation, 1t appears that the Washing-
ton Federsl Bureau of Investigation took charge of the in-
vestigation which placed the matbter in the status above

described.,

Lo Tt thus appears that the Federal Bureau of
Investigation's interpretation of the Delimitation Agreement
is that their obligation to keep the office of Naval Intelligence
informed is fully met by advising the Director of Naval Intel-
ligence in Washington, D. C, It is obvious that such procedure
delays pertinent information valuable to local military and
naval commenders vitally affected, and it is contrary to the
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SUBJECT 3

.

References

nclosure:

Le

~(The Director of Naval Intelligence)

Commandant Third Naval District s
Federal Office Building, 90 Church Street RECEIVED QNI M AL ROOM

New York, N.Y.
- June 30, 1942
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The District Intelligence Officer,
Third Naval District

Te Vice Chief of Naval Operations
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The Commandant, Third Naval District
The Commender, Eastern Sea Frontier

Investigation 1n connection with the landing of for-
elgn agents at Amagansett, Long Tsland, June 13, 1942,

(a) Delimitation Agreement for Investigabive Agencles »
of February 9, 1942 - .

(A) Detailed report on activities of Naval Intelligence
“agents in connection with landing at Amagansett.

There ls forwarded herewith a report on the activities *

of Naval Intelligence, Third Naval District, in connection with the
landings of saboteurs and explosives at Amagansett, Long Island,

13 June 1942.

Enclosure (A) glves in more detaill the activity of

Naval Intelligence agents,

Re

On the morning of June 13, 1942, as soon asg the explo-

glves and clothing that had been found by the Coast Guard in a cache
on the beach at Amagansett, Long Island, had been broughtto New York,
a conference was held of the investigative agenciles, plus the (oast
Guard, in the presence of the Commandant of the Third Naval District.
The purpose of this conference was to declde on the procedure to
golve the case resulting from this landing.

Se

It was quite evident that the Navy had a definite

interest in view of a probable landing of uniformed personnel of
the enemy from an enemy submarine off shore; the Army had a definite
interest because of the fact that spies were probably on shore; and
FeB.T. had a definite interest because of the fact that sabotage
was indlcated by the type of explosives and detonating devices found

in the cache.

The Commandant, Third Naval District, reallzing that

the solutlion of the problem was a matter of interest to all three
investigative agencies as well as the Coast CGuard, and that one
agency should head up the case while the others assisted, directed
that F.B.T. conduct the investigatlon with the asslstance of Naval

" DECLASSIE[ED
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Subject: Investlgation in connection with the landing of fore

eign agents at Amagensett, Long Tsland, June 13, 1942,

and Military Intelligence and the Coast Guard. Action was then
started under this controlled operation., Enclosure (A) states the
part that Naval Intelligence took in this investigation,

4 The District Intelligence 0fficer sent a coded dis-
pateh to the Director of Naval Intelligence and to the District
Intelligence Officers of the continental United States informing
them of the facts of the landing, together with a brief description
of the sabotage material landed. This dispatch also expressed the
opinion that there would probably be attempts to land similar
agents and equipment at other places along the coast,

Se The Commander, Hastern Sea Frontier, on being informed
of the situation, sent a coded dispateh to the Commandanfts of the
Waval Districts.under his command Informing them of the landing and
of the type of sabotage material landed, also directing that they
take extraordinary precautions to Intercept any atbempted landings
in their Districts. The Commander, BDastern Sea I'rontler, also took
steps to have the Coast Cuard patrol doubled and properly armed,

B The Disgtrict Intelligence Officer, in close cooperation
with the F.B.I. agents handling the Investigation, kept in constant
touch with the situation and kept informing the Gommendant, Third
Naval District as to the progress of the investigation. Up until
the release of the news through the press the District Intelligence
Officer had no information that indicated any arrests had been made,
although it 1s understood arrests had been made as early as June 15,
On Friday, June 26, the District Intelligence Officer accldently
learned from the Agent-in-Charge, FeB.T., New York, that a landing
had been made in Jacksonville, Florida, and that arrests were belng
made and that the case was due to breal very shortly. On Saturday,
June =27, about an hour before the releasge to the press, the District
Intelligence Officer was informed thet the agents had been arrested
and the news was being released to the pregs.,

7o From that time on the Commander, Eagtorn Sea Frontier,
the Commandant, Third Naval District and the Digtrict Intelligence
Officer, Third Naval District, received all the information regar-
ding the apprehension of eneny agents of the armed forces through
press and radio comment.

8. The Digtrict Intelligence Officer is of the opinion
that the Delimiltation Agreement for the Investigative Agencies,
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unnoted, i1t will Inevitably lead to dis

AB-5/E1'30, Ser, No. 4786-42 Page 3 /o
Sub jects Investigation in connection with the landing of fopw

elgn agents at Amagansett, Tong Island, June 13, 1942,

which was predicated on a memorandum from the President of +the
United States, wag completely ignored and violated, This direc-
tive insists that the agency conducting an investigation has a
responsibllity to see that the other investigative agencies are
kept informed of important developments., Thisg was not done,

9 In time of war it 1g highly important that the mllitary
commanders be kept informed of enemy sples and bersonnel of the
armed forces whenever they are found to be in the country.,
highly important that they be informed whe

sples were apprehended., Over twelve day

metion was forthecoming, and then 1t was learned th
and radio, To the best knowledge of the District
O0fficer, nelther the Commander, Hastern Sea Frontier, nor the
Commandant, Third Naval District, was gilven any obportunity to pass

upon the type of Information that should be properly released to
the press, :

rough the presg
Intelligence

-

10, The District Intelligence Officer w
humiliating position when the officers to whom he 18 responsible
recelved their information on Intelligence matters from the news-
bapers. The District Intelligence 0fficer feels that he cannot
accept responsibility for Intelligence matters unless the other
Intelllgence agencles are required to live up to the spirit and
letter of the Delimitation Agreement. TIf such utter disregard of
dlrectives issued by responsible authority is allowed to go
aster,
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R. C. MAC PALL,

as placed in a most
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