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HARVARD UNIVERSITY , 

DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL RELATIONS 

11!'. Jack Alberti 
0., N. R .. 
Navy Department 
Washj_ngton, D. a. 

Dear Mr. /~lberti: 

EMERSON HALL 

CAMBRIDGE 38, MASSACHUSETTS 

October 18, 1950 

In accordance with our discussion the other day, I am 
sending you herewith the main material I have on the inter
rogation of Russian Naval frisoners of War. 

First of all., I include a complete interview with the 
Ger•man called Dettmann. rl'his was the interview I read to 
you at our la.st meeting. It is the best statement on in
terrogation methods that I have encoun te1~ed., I am enclosing 
also excerpts from other interviews that bear on the prob
lem. These excerpts are from interviews with the following 
people: ( 1) A former Chlef of Staff of the Russian Bal tic 
Fleet whose cover name is Ivanov; (2) A man called Reinfcke 
who was an administrative officer of the German Admiralty 
and was connected with Russian Intelligence dtu•ing the war; 
(3) Von Baumbach, whom you know. It is interesting that :Ln 
their general ideas of the proper approach to Russian Pri"S
one1~s of War., all of them were in substantial agreement., I 
read the De t;tmann in tarview to Rychly and Ivanov at Mun:Lch 
and asked for their ideas. They concurred completely .. 

I am af:i:1aid that, though these interviews will give you 
a general plan of attack, they will not give you all the 
details that you may want. l•ior instance, you asked a.bout the 
white broad information in the Dettmann inte1~v:t0w. From 
anot;her interview I have established that though the Russians 
don't get white bread., it doeJ3 have a high value for them and 
o·ould probably be offered to advantage. Another food matter -
don't be confused by the American a tti tl~de toward steak., The 
Russian Submariners got plenty of steak meat from us at Dutch 
Harbor., but cut it up and made stew out of it .. They also think 
our soup 1s too thin. I mention these facts to indicate to 
you that if' you have specific q1~estions on any important de
tails of Russian attitudes that might influence your treatment 
of pri.soners, I car1 probably supply some of the infor111a tion .from 
my interviews. 
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Rychly at Municl1 ha.d what I thought was a good idea. If 
you want to train l'ersonnel in interviewing Russians, why not 
send them fOl" prac tica.l experience in :tn ter1•oga tion to R.ychly' s 
office in Munich? As you know, the sou1..,00s he has are not 
Prisoners of War, but they are the nearest thing to it that 
we can pr•ovide at the present ·time. But I suppose this has 
already occurred to you. 

You1"s sincerely, 

~e. ~ 
George C* Homans 

GCH:phz 

Enc: 
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~!MEt~..!l?.£!,e_ Obe_E.~..L=-L~-™ 
Dettmann is now engaged in interviewing Germans who have come 

back from Russia. In ·the war he :J.ntarrogated 3 or 4 htmd:red Russian 
oi'ficers captured by the Germans. He in·berviewed them on oryptographio 
matters .. He speaks Russian fluently, and the conversation centered on 
·the best methods of intarroga:ting Russians .. 

Native Germans of h:I.gh rank never had any suooess in tnterroga.ting 
Russians. Only those Germans who unde1"stood Russia and had been there 
had soma st1ocess~ Interrogation by interpreter was useless. D had 
dealt only with Russians of high rank who were specialists and had soma 
knowledge of cryptography .. 

Do not rush the Russians"' Begin by talking to them ahout their 
families, literature, and music$ Later you will be able to talk to 
them abo'Qt; politics, and ultimately about technical :matters.. You must 
not approach the Russians in a. :rot1gh manner 01,. even talk to them about 
thr-eHtts and reprisals,. Ask them what they think we feel about them. 

"lft.,,,-·xo 1.~ m·ust treat them '9'laturally., like a human being. You nrust establish 
what the Russians call "living contact." After all, the onl:y- pe:r•sons 
they feel safe to talk to even in Russia are the persons with whotr1 they 
feel the,· al:'e olosa personal friends. 

D remembers talking to one colonels D offered him a smoke, a 
d!':lnk, and some food. He refused each of these things. But when he 
was asked if ha would have a d:J:l.ink .!.~l! the interroga.to:J.", he said ha 
wot,ld be glad to accept. In short., you nrust approach ·them on th.a basis 
of full equalit,·* This approach would ·be even easier with the simple 
soldier than with an officer. 
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It oontained so1n0 soviet propaganda J.itera:bure, some good classioal 
Russ::t.an literature, soma light literature, and some an·ti .. soviet 
litera.t1,.r.re. He at once went for the an.ti ... Soviet literature and the 
classical literature. 

The H1wsians have an inferiority oomplex ln regard to the west 
in such matters as clothing and the othel" ameni t1.es of' civilization. 

1rhey don't want to admj.t the:Lr :.tnf'eriority. Therefore it is very 
impoJ:1tant to offer them clothing and other amen:l.t:I.es on a par with 
ours, and offer these things to them quite naturally, as things th.at 
they would of co-qrse expect. Offer them a ob.a.nee for a bath or a 
shave, just as you would offer them to one of yoUl" own guests. They 
will appreo:1,ate this kind of treatment more than off\n•s of money or 
even a job. Offer them a oh.a.nee to see concerts and movies., a chance 
to ski., a chance to meet foreigners. They will love it, and after --they have had this ·kind of treatment.,, they will be nruch mo:r•e willing 
to talk .. 

It is very important, it their ttnifo1"ms are still wi·th them, to 
if" keep them in their uniforms, allow them to wea'}! all their medals, and 

to address them carefully by their proper rank.. They are very pl"Ot!d 
of ·these things. 

Incidentallyjl if they ar•e offered cigarettes of Western ty_pe., they 
will c-ut them open., ·take out the tobacco and roll their own cd.garettes, 
Give th.em cigarettes wit.i:'l a mouthp:teoe like the ones they are used to .. 

If properly treated, the Russians would quickly cooperate with 
the Germans in the last war. Russian auxiliary troops worked in 
German motor pools,, etc. They would even f:i.ght to p:roteot the Germa.11 
withdrawals. D mentioned the Vlasov army, as all Germans do. 1rhe 
later partisan aotivit;ies behind the Ge:rmian lines., and the st!'ong re
sistance of the Russian armies to the Germans were due ·to the way the 
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Germans ·breated the prisoneJ:>s of' war and the civilian population. 

YC.)'U must be patient with. the Russ:l.ans, and take a long t:1.ma 

with them. Yoi1 never know when tlley will start talking. You can't 

push them. Laava the t:tme for talking up to them. In the evening 

say, ur don't want; to push you. We are fighting against the regime 

and not against Russia. If you talk you will be helping to over~ 

throw your reg:l.ma and helping in the liberatj_on of your nat.ion.. I 

will talk to you later." 

Try to penetrate the atti·tudes of the s:i.:mple soldier. Bring 

soldiers of tb.e most varied units toge the?, and. put plants dressed 

in Russian uniform among them. This is the be at way ·to penetrate 

the ordinary soldie1~•s attit1.,de. When this was done, it was found 

in the last war that many soldiers wanted to stay in Ger1nany, and 

they wanted a chance to do work, even aga:tns t the Russ;i.ana.. Once 

they have decided to come over, it is very important to give them 

something to clo that will help our ca-use, even if only in a small 

way,, In tlle last war., many R-qssia.ns of this sort were sent to 

t:ra:t.ning schools and dropped behind the Russian lines,. They did 

good work in the fight against the partisans. Some 5 ... l0,000 

agents were so trained. (?) Once they have come over., it is also 

important to give them a certain amount of freedom, and make them 

feel on an absolutely equal basis with ·tw $ 
1rhey were always in .... 

terested in be:i.ng taken into German cities and shown jt'lst what ·they 

looked like .. 

The Russians are always afraid of the Communist Party, and 

they have exaggerated ideas of what the party is able to do and 

discover, even in Western co'l.mtries. The :ftussia.ns liked the ordinary 

German sold:le'.t's,, and were able t;o work with them even against their 

own regime. But when the l'ifaz:t party men oame in they felt quite 
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di.ffe1"'ently-. 1l'he Russian sold:ter dis.Liked dealing with and was 

afraid of' civilians .. ·ue knew the men in his own uni·t., but with 

civilians he did not know who was the MVD plant and spy. 

The Chief of Staf'.f of the Vla.sov a:r•my was a 100% communist 

when he was captured. As his attitudes changed, he did not embrace 

National Socd.alism but became an outspoken democrat.. This was 

accomplished by friendly and equal t:r:•eHitment. A very bad J?Oint 

in dealing with the Russians was to let them read the Garman press. 

'l'here they wot:1ld read abo1.:1t the Master Race and the inferior :inaoes, 

including the Russians. One Hussian said.., "You have got the same 

system as ours .. It is like a ring that doesn't meet. At one end 

is a National Socialist German System and at the other there is an 

Inte1"national Sooial.ist Hussian Systerri.,11 It was always effective 

:t'o1~ Germans to oompa.:roe the state of' their workers with. that of the 

Russian workers. In dealing with Russians, it is important: 

a~ 1l10 give them good e.nd equal treatment .. 

b. 1:L10 allow them to compax•e the l"'esults of their system 

with those of our system. 

The R'ussia,ns like a drinking pa:i,,ty, especially the lower ranks. 

Alcohol as a method of making peop~e talk is more useful the lower 

down in ranks yot:1 get. But don't ·try to compete in drinking with 

h:tgha:r rank Russians. They will dx~ink you ttnder the table. When 

a Russian gets enough liqt10:r, he will sing a.ncl become very brc)therly 

and sentimerl'l;al. Even in this stage you may 'be able to get a lot 

of information out of' them. They are not co:rmoisseurs in drinking, 

their only attitude is: the mor•e alcohol in the dr:i.nk, the better 

the drink. 

Do not shout at the tough cases, btrt treat them with complete 

calmness. Adopt an attiitude of mental st1;periority, so that tha 
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Rttssian feels of his own accord that you a:r:•e superior. If he starts 

runn:tng up and down and ge·tt:tng excl tad, treat him absolutely calmly. 

Say, "-Why do you get so excited'? I want nothing out of you." But 

navar show the superman attitude .. 
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D. neve:r1 tr.ll'ea tenad to tu1•:i.1. prisone1?s of war back to the 

Russians. But he did sometimes threaten to reduce people who;ha.d 

been given good treatment back to the o:r,dinary p:i:-:!.soner of war 

status. This was of·ten ef:fect:I.ve, as they knew what the ordinary 

German prisoner of war oamp,1 we:i:•a like. 

a. - !, 

The great mistake that the Germans made :I.n Russian ·t;er1~1tory 

was to overestimate the men and unde:r•estimate the women. r·t was 

impossible to get e.n~rthing by interrogation of woman partisan leaders .. 

They were fanatic communists. · It was impossible to recruit Russian 

women for whore houses. In fact in all sexual matters .•the Russ:lan 

is wholly natura~ .. He doesn't react to make UP or fine dresses on 

girls, In fact, D. thinks that you wouldn't get tar with the Rus

sians by approaching them tr.trough women. 

Give the Russian a picture of ordinary life in America. Give 

them things to read abo'Ut America. They are much interested in the 

way life is lived on our side of the Iron Curtain. Show him also 

what other people think about him and his regime., It should be the 

ordinary stuff that Americans read., exce:rrt that it sho'Qld be in 

Russian. 

The inter>rogator must know something about Russian literature, 

songs, Russian life and history. 

D. didn't know much about the Russian navy, but had the opinion 

that Russian naval officers of high 1•e.nk were stubborn and self

confident. They think they are always right. 
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1. It is not enough to announoe to Russian soldiers by lottd. 
speaker that they will get good tx•eatment when they come over. 
'l1hey nrust actualJ.y 'be treated well. If they a.re, the news will 
be all over 11.ussia in two weelcs. This kind of news travels 
fast, even ao:ross battle lines. In two weeks.,, soldiers wot~ld 
begin to surrender by regiments. 

2., Ofter them sch:n.a.pps, white bread, women.,, and freedom to live 
their lives in the future. But above all ofter them good 
treatment. This would prove that you are fighting the system 
and not the men. 

3. Offer the erection of a new :ratherland, and new system, b'Qt you 
must say what kind of system it is going to be. 
the Germans did abo'Qt colonies and partitions. 

Don't ·t;alk a.s 

Don I t tallc a bout 
Unconditional $"Qrrender -- ever. Ma.lee the Russians :f'eel that 
they., and no~ foreigners., a:r:1e to be allowed to rtm Russia.. Keep 
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~P their self respect. ~, 

This wa.s n. 1 s :1.dea of a PW. campaign.. As fo:r• the Russian navy, they 
are pro1.1d of' it.. One of their des·broyers was the fastest in the 
world at the time of the 1st World War. They haven't forgotten about: 
this even yet. The R'Qssian navy doesn't get a chance to go far 
away f'ron1 their own coasts. Offer them a chance to see the world 
if they will coma over with us. 
D. said I shouJ.d speak to a certain Von Tat.fbe, whose address he 
knows., in the British zone. I have no record why I should speak 
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In dealing with p:r•isoners and def'ectors, so,wce is :l.n favor of 

the system of good treatment. r11hoy are pathetically g:Niteful for it, 

for they have had so little of j,t. Try to give them confidence in 

their• future in a conflict whose issue is st:i.11 doubtful. Remember 

that it is difficult to get full coopers. tion from people who have 

left their families at home in Russia .. Remember tha.t the Russians go 
4~~ 

on two sides and not one. Ji.e may be your fr:Lend at one moment and 

your enemy the next. They are not trt,stwo11 thy. They are largely 

influenced by fee ling and not by logic. This hfa.s always been t:i;,ue. 

Harshness is not the right way to treat Russlan prlsoners ... rrhey 

will always be asldng themse 1 ve s, "Wha. t will happen in the future if' 

I go back to Russia?" They may be punished for the me:rie f'ac t o:f' having 

been a prisoner, and thts of course is an advantage for u·s. 11 I may 

as well be hung for. a sheep as for a lamb$ 11 In the late Wa:r 90% of 
the Russian p:riirnners ao t1~ally tried to help the Germans. A Russian 
na. val lieut;enant even offered to be an agent to be put in jail wl th 

Ri1ssian prisoner·s and provoke them, in the period when the Germans 

were occupylng H:ussia. 'I'he Russians have 11 ttle loyalty to their 

comrades. 

If you shoulcl conquer any part of Russia, do not allow Russian 

emigres ln the occ1.:1pied zones. 'rhey have too much hatred against 

Bolshevism. 'l1hey w:l.11 take their revenge on anyone, even the most 

innocent people .. 
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