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CONFIDENTIAL 

l<'RENCH ESPIONAGE AND PROPAGANDA 

INTRODUCTORY: 

The collapse of the French ret,istance marked the end of the era of co­

operation and trust between France and the United States. Since the surrender 

of the French armies, three obvious facts nece:,rnitate the reception, with sus­

picion, of news, offe1~(3 of cooperation or even visi torn arriving from France: 

(1) The Vichy Government, as well as occupied France with its leaders in 

Paris, is obviously under pressure and direct orders from German officials in 

France, ch:Lef of whom are Otto ABETZ, German commissioner with Ambassadorial 

rank; General Heinrich von STUELPNAGEL, Cornrnandr,:n· of the German armed forces in 

France .i General von SCHAUHBUHG, ndJ_:l.tary governor of Par:Ls. The German GESTAPO 

has headquarters in Paris, but its agentEJ operate freely over all occupied and 

unoccupied Franco., 

( 2) While fully n:Lnety per cent of }i'rench peoplo, in France and abroad, 

stj_ll hate the Germans and all that they r·ep:resent, a very limited number have 

swung over to a policy of active collaboration, inspired by an opportunist de­

sire for personal gain or motivated by deep-rooted hatred for England, the 'Jews, 

or Hussia. Those Frenchmen, who have once become attached to the German cause, 

can nevcir turn back, as thc,;y- are cord:Lal1y hated by their follow- co1.mtrymen, 

and there is every reason to boliove that tl:w nows of tho colli'.lpso of the Ger-

man powor ·will soe wide-spread revenge both inside and. outsi.de of France. 

(3) Barring a completE, collapse of German power, internal conditions in 

F\rance may have bee one so bad, or food supp lie::, so limi tod, that the French 

people may bo driven to accept collaboration with Garmany :i.n order to live. 

The old proverb concerning the drowning man, ·who will grab at anything, mtght 
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C OHFI DEN'f IAL 

well be quoted hero. At 't,he blackest 1;1ornent, vrhen tho French Government was 

considering surrender or flight to A:f:dca, i•·rance appealed to tho Unitod States 

for help~ At that tir.10, American opinion i.:rou1d not have backed an entry into 

tho vrar and distande and lack of war' material in this country barrod any offer 

which might give France the hope of a continur3d rosistirnco. 

THE PROBLEM: 

The United Stato~i ir3 .fa.cod wHh tho que:3tion of deciding to what oxtrmt a 

watch must bo kupt for Frunch espionage and propaganda hostile to our in tores ts, 

whether di:coctly inspired by Vichy or trnnsmHtod from Germany via Vichy. The 

question of a gcmeral policy to cover al1 relations with F'rance involves two con­

flicting points of vicm: 

(ii.) One group of pooplu beliuve that no trust should be put in Vichy, tak­

ing into considora:tion Gornv:m domination and ronogade Frenchmen, and these people 

point out that tho rcmnr.mts of tho F'ronc:h Navy and control of tho French colonies, 

especially in Africa, prosont a real menace to the intercf3ts of the democratic 

cauEJe. 

(B) 1_1ho other group affirms that the:ro aro grounds for limited trust in 

Vichy polic:i.cs and that any ri::3k run, in regard to tho French navy and French 

colonios, might, be juotif:i.od by the irnportanco of lrne:p:ing alive, in France, tho 

ox:Lsting resistance to all Germ,m offortf, toward collaboration as indicated by 

numerous acts of violence and ,<,abotag,:: •. Indicat::Lons of continued f'rienc1ship 

with l<'ranco vrould encourage this resiDtanco to the Germarn3 and require tho ro­

ta:Lning, :i.n }~ranee, of large m.unbers of German troops at a time when they could 

well be used elauwhere. 

lt is perhap1.1 needleas to point out here thu diffi.cul ty of maintaining the 

last named policy at a timo when both Enc;L:.nd and the UnitE:ld States are attempt-
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C ONFIDEHTIAL . 

ing to give every encouragement to the representatives of the Free French. 

French and Free French forces, having shed each other 1s blood on the battle 

fields of Syria, any reconciliation between the two French factions seem im­

possible. 

Vichy 

iTe should not now consider France and all of her colonies as a single pol­

itical entity, but as a gro1.1p of loo,sely connected units, bound more by tradition 

( 

than by control. If that tradition involves loyalty to France, it also involves 

hatred of' Germany. Dakar and Martinique, for example, being far from Vichy, are 

less likely to gj.ve active asc:,istance to the Axis than is the homeland. 

FRENCH ESPIONAGE AND PIWPAGAHDA: 

Since the establish1;1ent of the present French Government at Vichy, such 

French espionace activities as have existed seem to have radiated largely from 

the French Embassy in ';'fashington. Reports ori an early effort to organize such a 

service included the names of three men, o.f whom two, Lt. Col. BERTRAND-VIGNE, 

assistant to the French Hilitary Attache, and Charles Emmanuel BROUSSE, Press 

Attache, were stated to be the only members of the French Embassy to be trusted 

in this field of activity. These two r:i.en were aided in their early efforts by 

one Jean UUSA, who acted as courier and contact man with prominent French people 

in New York. MUSA helped the Ambassador meet many socially prominent people in 

New York and s;ympathy for France was kept alive and funds raised for Fr:ench 

relief. Contacts with already existing French organizations met with little 

success, pressure brought to bear on French people back-fired, and the .f:trst 

organized effort received vJide, undesired publicity in an article published in 

a Hew York paper describing their activities in detail. 

Another early ospionage effort was directed by Xavier GUICHARD, of the 

French Secret police, who attempted to follow well-known Gestapo methods in 

contacting Frenchmen in the United States, who had relatives in France, in an 
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attempt to obtain their cooperation under threat of what might happen to loved 

ones on the other side of the ocean. This method also back-fired badly, and 

GUICHARD was forced to leave the United States hurriedly in October, 1940, as a 

result of publicity describing his activities. 

The Embassy has been requested to supply to France full information 

on varied subjects. Airtong the most important of these i toms ·was to be in­

formation on American shipping, which was to be forwarded in great detail. 

Other reports to Vichy were supposed to convey to Marshal Petain a clear 

picture of the state of American public opinion in regard to his Vichy Govern ... 

ment, the extent of tho defense preparation and the re-action of our people to 

the foreign policies of our President. Those reports may have seemed unreliable 

to authorities in Vichy, as one vvri ter, soem:i.ngly well informed in this field, 

suggested that r{arshal Petain sont Camillo CHAUTEHPS to this cmmtry to check 

on the information he had requested and to report on the acti v:i. t:i.es of certain 

officials in the Embassy. However that nay be, CHAUTEMPS brought with him the 

nsputation of being very clever. One recalls the pr0-war French cartoon of 

CHAUTEHPS, to whom the butler was offering the choice of some ten dLfferent uni­

fonm.1 or EJUi ts, while asking which one I.Ionsieur would wear today. The irnpli-

ca tion ·was obvious, and pointed to what was evidently a well known .fact, namely, 

that CHAUTEMPS changes his "uniform" from day to day to suit his personal in­

terests. Since his arrival on our shores, he has kept very carefully out of 

the pniss and little has been reported as to his activities except lcgitim:,te 

efforts to increase aid to France and to promote cordial relations between the 

two countries. This is perhapt, not a complete history of his activities here. 

It is interesting to note that the l'ack of cooperation between tho v.:1rious elo­

monts in Fra.nce is reflected in the discord between the representatives of that 

C 01JFIDENTIA1 

r 

DECLASSI:J;IED 
Authority NtJO 503(B-3 

i 
/ 
I 

I 

I 
I 
! 



I·-
::::·--11 

I 

,, 

11,i 
, I 

I 
i·I 

':I 
:ii 
: /j 
:';I 
1111 
'II 

!/i 

i 
): 
! 

i 

C ONFIDEN'l'lAL 

country in the·Unitod Statos. 

The Hu.ff Duplicating Comp2.ny of Washington, D. C. has a list of lS,OOO 

n3.mcs of persons who arc apparently recipients of letters from tho French Embassy. 

Many of theso lottors may go to distant corners of the United States, but it is 

interesting to note that, in 1930, there were nino hundred and seven white resi­

dents of tho District of Columbia who were native-born French. Of this number, 
I 

throe hu.ndrod and sevontoen were 1iot naturalized. According to the 19h0 Census 

figures, thorEJ are seven hundred and nineteen residents of tbe Dist:rict of Col-

11,_r;ibia ·who wore born in France. 

Hichnrd EATON, former French ncvrsman, and presently a radio commentator and 

newsman in Wo.shi.nr;ton, tried to persuade IIElTRY-IL\~~E to pose for a nuwsrool in 

. 
which he would dony that the French would. bo used by the Germans to work against 

the allied democratic cause. ELTON pointed out that this would have a far better 

effect than more mwrspapor l"Elports; however the French Ambnssador declined to 

accopt tho opportunity, evidently fear:i.ng to go on record as making such a state-

mcnt. 

It hat, been reliably rcport,,od that the Vichy Government has instructed the 

French Legation in Mexico to di[-lcontinuo all pensions to Fron.ch ex-service men 

sympo.thetic to the Free French Movement. All cmployeus of tho Legation and Con­

sulates in l!oxico wcro roqui1~ed to swoar obc,dicmco to orders from Vichy and to 

accept cooperation with tho German Legation. It is p;:•obablo that simil,':.r in­

structicms wore given to all French Diplomatic and Consular agunts in t:-10 Lmcricas ! 

It has o.lso been reliably stn.tod tl1at French consuls have bocn instructed 

to give evor'J oncour:J.grn11.cmt to the formation of branches of LA LEGION P:1:'~TAIN 

(French Ex-Soldiers Lecion). Reports on tho forr.ntion of now 1Jranchos ccw;1,~ f:cor:1 

all over the ,\mericas, but indica tu luke-vrarm rosponso. The report from poru 

includ.od the bittor co1n:r.icmt that ovor ninoty por cc:mt of tho French thorc also 
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seemed to be sympathetic to the F.REE FRENCH cau,se of Charles DE GAULLE. Reliable 

informnt:lon points out that former French veterans Associations in the United 

St,ates h13.d numbered close to fivo thousand members, of whom not more than five 

hundred, at tho most, have-) been porsu1:1,dc:Jd to join the now legion. 

Afl the chances of a German victory :i.ncrease or decreaBe, the anti-American 

activities o.f that small proportion of tho French people who have collaboratod 
I 

willingly with Germany, for selfish motives, wi~J. probably change proportionate­

ly. .'I. Gor1;1an collapse will .f:i.ncl the lowost tYPeS enthusiastically waving our 

flag in the hopo that thD:lr past act:Lons ·wi11 be forgotten or forgiven. New Ger-

man victories may vrull :Lncroc.1,se tho ranks of thoso will:Lng to assume a 111oading 

role 11 in a porjsible ne-w European order. 

An incronse in tho amount of csp:Lonage o:r propc1,ganda :i.n tho United States 

may possibly bocome oviclont, u11der a Fronch cloak, but ·with no roa1 French con­

necti.on. As German· sourcos of information aqd 0,:spionago bocomo more limited, it 

is only naturoJ. to uxpoct thcc, Nazis to use forged French passportE3 for their 

own agents and they certainly do not lack loyal Germans who Gpoak .French natively. 

J!"if'th colu.tm activiticf.J in F'rance and Belghua have already given proof of that 

.fact. What comes out of Ii'ranco today, porsons or :Lnformation, docrn not necess-

arily roflE-Jct the attitudEl of' tho French, as all that loaves, does so with Ger-

man permission~ What F'rm10h espionage hew been uncovered recently has been so 

closely connectod with German or Japanose interosts that it obviously rc• presonts 

a central systom leading to Borlin and not to Vichy. 

Pio:rre II. do la BLANCHET.AI formerly Sc3rved as both Charge dl,'\.ffo,:i.rc:3 in 

tho Fronch Log~tion, Republic of Panama, and F'rench Consul .for tho canal Zrme. 

Early :ln J.9L1 reports stated that ho was having mailed, from Mart:i.nj.q1w, qt:n.nti-

ties of booklets in Fronch, filled vvi th anti-Brit:Lsh propaganda. :, fo-w raonth'.l 

la tor he was the !'la:Ln speaker at a :mooting of n Fronch :society which met o, t tho 
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y .U.C .,L at Balboa. Hore his remarks stressed the stupidities of the democratic 

form of government. His roal importance became more :::,pparent whon it wns d:i.s­

covorr::id that he had be1:3n forwarding, to the French Embassy in rrashinr,ton, great 

amounts of inforr:iation regardinc; defense prepara Uons and military and naval 

movements noar the Panama Canal and Pnnama. This information seemed of even 

groc1ter ir:iportance when it vms discovered that he was contacting Gerr:1an Ccnsuls 
( 

and evidently working with then, perhaps unde:r- their orders. His rocogni tion 

as French Consul for tho Canal Zone was withdrawn. 

Baron Eric de BISSCHOP arrived in Honolulu, August 6, 191-11. Ho was offi­

cially 1:i.stod as Fnmch Corn3ul, but it was learned almost iJ;JJJ1odi.3,tely that ho 

·was also playing an D.ct:i.ve role in Japanuse espionage activit:i.os and recognition 

of h:i.s official statrn3 w::ts vrlthciravm boforo h('J C(:;,uld r.1.ore than get his work 

startecl. 

THE FRENCH CHURCH: 

\7hile ,'\.xis propaganda nppcmrL:i to havo succoocled in :i.nfil trating into the 

Catholic Church in certa:i.n part1:: of tho vrcrld, thoro seoms to have boon no in­

dicn tion of such rosul ts in o,i thor Ca thol:i.c or Protostant Churchos, vvh:i.ch are 

lnbollod as being Fronch nnd which arc .found within the limits o.f tho United 

States. F'rcnch C.g_nad:i..'.lns offor a poor nold for such act:Lvi ty and other 

French spEiaking churchc:,s represent official cormecticns vrith too many 

differences of race and sy1npathy to pornit efficient use for props.ganda. 

PRIDSS ,\ND PUBLICATIONS: 

Nevrspapors and 1;1ctgazin0.'3 in French are to be found only in th,:; la:cr;cc, t 

cities or in the parts of ,our country in which the grer:i.tcst concentrat.i.m, ,<' 

French Crinadians is tu bo fo,md. These show no indication of being m::,?d .for 

propaganc1ci. with tvrn possible cxc0ptiom A nagaz1no, FREEDOM, editor, Panl ::;;;('Uil'T, 

vms launched 1n IJow York City vri th the purpose of prosonting tho Vichy po~.nt c:f 
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view to the ,\.merican public. · This r:iet with such a cold rec option that news 

stands in Yfo.shington soon refused to hnndlo H and it is highly probable that 

it net a siE1ilar fate elsevrhore. The old and famous illustrated French weekly 

magnz.ine, L'ILLUSTRATION, is reported to have again roached our shores, from 

Fr,mce, bearing ovory indication of having been re-organized under German orders. 

The HAVAS NEWS 1foEHCY is reported to be again active and to be under orcfors 

frou Germans. In spite of dcmials from HAVAS offices :Ln France, the agency is 

no longer belicJVed to represent 1.mbiased French views and it is supposed to be 

rapidly fakj_ng over the functions of the GE)ri:1an News Agency, TRANSOCEAN. In 

thu United Statos, HAVAS has offices both in New York City and in tho National 

Pross Building in vrashington. It r:ittintains vory close contact w:i.th tho French 

Embassy, reporting to tho Enbassy th0 nows which it rocoiveB and acting also as 

an agent for tho Er:;bc:wsy in fonrarc!.ing news to Frm1co. Frequently reprosentati ves 

have gj_von the ir:1pression that thoy vrlll send no nGws which is not approved by 

the Enbassy. Often HENRY-l:IWE perscnally dicta tc:s to tho H11V,\.S representative 

tho dispo,tchos vrhich are to r.;o to Vichy. 

TECHNICAL EXPERTS: 

During tho YE~ar 19/il, a n-wnbcr of Fronchr1on arrivod in tho United States 

and offered their abilj_ties, inforr.'lation and sorvicos to our govornnont. Many 

of thrJse t1en had left import2.nt posi tion~i in France and st.:,.ted that they had 

escapocl. to this country with the detormina tion of aiding us to cont:irrne thf) 

fight against Axis aggression. ,Sor.:ie of thoso men even brought witb tln'm cr1.n.nt-~ 

i tios of plans, charts, blueprints, etc., which they offered to turn OY(;:r i>o 

the United States. A fow of these nen may have :rea11y escaped frcm ocr;i,;:\ · .. ·i 

territory, but it is hard to believe that very many could get out of :2:~:-r•i)~>::::~ 

with j_mpo:rtant papers, without cognizance of Gorman authorities. Ao f,,:;;'l'.·J )j 

thj_s information j_s of interest trl (1ur ovm tochnical exports, the .possibil.i ty 
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arises that this material wns allowed to be takon from France in urder to gain 

entry to positions of trust or importance hore and to cover up a mLrnion destined 

to obtain more ir:tportant infor:r.iation for tho Gormans. Ho gonoral solution has . 

been found to the question of determining the trustworthiness of such r:ien and 

each individual case must be considered separately. Any such question which pre­

sents a doubtful solution must be solved in favor of our own securit;y, but it 

would be better if srn;e solution could be found which would not discourage the 

offering of valuable information or service and which would deny the subject ac-

cess to our own secret defense plans. 

FRENCH BUSINESS MEN: 

Reprcsento,tivet, of French business firms or F'rcnchmon clairaing to represent 

American firms are reported to be travelinr, from our borders to Central and 

South America to an extent hnrdly justified by tho amount of French businoss they 

can transact or by the orders thoy ac::tually obtain for any businoss connocticm 

here. Y/hon these men constantly incur tho addi t:Lonal exponso of air travel, they 

appear additionally worthy of suspicion. One typical exm:1ple of such cases is 

given as a sample of vrhat 1-:iay pr\.Ne to be 0, frequontly employEld monns of procur­

ing or distributing inforuatfon. AUx G. GARUIEH was reported, in October, 1941, 

as n Frenchman traveling in Central America nn a French passport No. :5Li., issuod 

by the French Consuh,te in New Orleans. He Vias supposed to bo representing the 

firm of CHARBONNET, in New Orleans• In San Jcse, Costo. Rica, he; appr,)ached e. 

local merchant, gave hi:01 maps, and rc-;quostE:id the inserti:m on the mnps, of tl·e 

location of water supply tanks and distributing lines, electric power plnnc,s) 

militnry barrn.cb1, landing fields etc. These spots were to bo indic1.~0:d :,,1 riw:1-­

bors to which a separate koy was to be supplied. Tl:wse maps were sutmo·,uc:-Lv ~.,; 

be provided as infor1:1a tion nJJcessary to Amcirican military authori tios.., 

merchant filled in incorroct information, :Lnform(1d local officials, who arr.cmr;cd 
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to have the Cu.stor:1 authorities romovc tho pl.ans on GARNIER!s departure from the 

country. Since then, ho hD.s visited Nica:ragua, Hond1:1ras, .Salvador, Gu.atomaln, 

'.:Lnd Now Or loans, rocently t2.king a. short sido-trip to Mexi.co. GARNIER was born 

in Tunis, December 1, 1908 and is a nerchant • 

TOURISTS: 

Individual cases of espionage on thu po.rt of French tourists, professors 

,· 

and sociali tos h1.vo been reported ::md, in no.ny ens es, ho.vu p::->ovod to be well 

fo'Lmdod. Under present condi tic.ms, any pr:::rsons arriving from Fro.nee J;rust be 

regarded vrl th snspicion until proven innocent. The routes from Frc:tnce to tho 

Anerico.s via Portugal, Spain, or !.frica, are tho only cnes still open to tho Axis 

powers. Tllis suspicion is to be basod not only cm tho already mentioned Gorl:lnn 

check on such dcpt,rturcrn, but al~w on the vmll-lmovm Go,stapo r'.]_othod all,'.lWing 

certain 1:101;1bors of a f2nily to leave wh1le rotaining one or two meribers as host-­

age,s, until certain r:d.ssions aro carried rmt. In this manner, even the most un­

willing Frcmch J·ew r.10,y bo forced reluctB,ntly into the ranlrn of the German agonts. 

AVENUES OF COITI'.l'UNIC.\TION: 

Still worthy 'Jf c:1.rcful supervision ,~nd suspicion aro: (1) all existing 

DIPLOITATIC CH!:JmELS between the United St.-:1.ten and Vichy. Many of the pro-vvnr 

mcmbors of this grcup, y;hc) 1;-ero m:::vrilling to share, in D.11? way, in col1o.boro.ti.on 

with Gcrr:1n.ny, hav(:o resigned; some have roturnod hc;'lo, vt.'.1,irs joined Free Frei:.; 0 !1 

or der.1ocratic rr.mks, but it must not be furgotton that t:1j,s e;r,Jup )'lC,y 21"0 ~-n--

elude old cnroor r.1cr::ibors ·who night bo only toe glad to rcsic;n, bu": W1 LJ c Tru+ 

afford such a step. (2) }\.ll nrrivals fron France, especially VJJJ IL'.'."i.T J 

AIR CLIPPER FROM AFRICA, or even STQ1'1JAWAYS on b,)a ts. (3) J.\rrivnhi f,cr-r T/_TTJ\-· 

AMF~RICA wh~; find it easier to gain entry into the United Stntos by h,,:_·'; ',"''J'..;,<r,.­

ing citizenship in 1atin-An0rican cmmtrios thc,n by applico.tion f:·r ,, 'J~:!-', , -; 

como here directly from Europa. 
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FREE FRENCH: 

Information rocoived, prior to the recent declaration of war, was almost 

exclusively favorable to tho officers and r'.lE)rnbors of the FREE FRENCH organizations 

in our country. Since that day, attention has beon called to accusations against 

that group by Henri de KERILLIS. This man is stated to have given Alfred BERGMAN, 

author of "AMERICA NEXT", informa t:Lon to the effect that Henri Mi\.YER, newly ap­

pointed loader of the .'be Gaulle Mover.1m1t, is not to bo trusted and claims that 

tho only member of this organization who might have proved of help to the United 

States, Jacques do SIEYES, had boon ordorod to go to Syria. '.rI-10 reliability of 

this information has not boon determined and mny pom,ibly represent a selfish 

attempt, on the part of ck) KERILLIS, to discroclit others to his own advantage. 

Previous reports had indica tod a detorm:inod, although not always a united effort, 

on the part of' tho FREE FRENCH, to work vri th tho DencJcratic cause. ThE)se efforts 

had certainly been aided by loyal American groups, such as tho FRANCE FOREVER 

society, and had won the support of prominent U.S. ci tiz~mfl all ovor our country. 

Information rocoived from an informant stated to be reliablo,expresEwd the 

belief that the Do Gaulle Movement in Now York was under the control of the Gest­

apo. This report added that the nuw head of' tho Free French Headquarters in New 

York, Henri MAYER, vmB formerly connoctod with a cTowish Bank olOEio to the Vichy 

Government in France. While this informati,m ,3ecms hard to believe, because of 

statod connoctions between Jewish intorcsfa3 and Vichy and tho affirmation that 

tho Gestapo controls the Free French H8adqunrtorn in tho United States) i +, c~),:2 

represent eithor a determined effort to discredit the }i"').'E'O Fr~,r1cl'1 N;Yrc:1en c er 

olno it :roflocts grave doubts as to tho trustwortliJ.netJS of certain nr:'.1 V~TR of 

that orcanization. 

AMERICANS VJHO HAVE RESIDED IN FRANCE: 

_\ fow Americans, who have lived a largo part of' thoir lives in Frrr,Jc, rEV'J 
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returned home only recently. Of these, certain ones seon to be more French than 

American, in spite of nationality. Why these few individuals should decide to 

come home now, instead of earlier, is a matter worthy of suspicion, especially 

when tho arriving American states that he kept two jumps ahead of the invading 

German armies, but la tor had to take at least one trip back to occupii:~d Paris, 

bribe GerJY1an officials, that he had been arrested and detained for two months, 

that ho eventually treivolod in disguise. One such mo.n, Clarence GLOVER, daims 

to have been approached by Gorman agents in Paris who offered him a chance to 

join Gerwan Intelligence. These men all seem willing, perhaps too willing, to 

talk of their experioncos. They talk rapidly and do not soem very willing to 

explain certain moves or to clear up obscure facts. 17hat is nore suspicious, 

they soem to have fai1od to attempt to contact proper /'Jnerican officials in 

France ovon in the midst of most serious and supposedly legitimate difficulties. 

FOREIGN EXCHANGE: 

In spito of rates of exchange quotod in A:r.icrican papers, not oven United 

states banks offer that rate to tho stranger who walks in and presents foreign 

money. Information from a highly confidential source reveals that "BL:1.CK Ui\HKETS" 

in Now YQrk have offorod as high n rato as one hundred and eighty-five francs to 

tho dollc1,r and that, in Franco, an .\moricrn1 dollar has boen exchanged for over 

throe hundred francs. With this information, it is impossible to regard without 

suspicion foroignert3 ·who arrive on our shores and who lll'e reported to have 

fp20, 000. 00 :Ln U.S. 1:10rrny on their pen, on. 

FRENCH i\HRIVALS FROM ,\.FRICA: 

One Fl'Onchman fron North 1Hrica, Eajor lcdolph Alm~ERAN, reccmt1y arrived 

in this country and ruquostod a monthly al1owanco, from blocked French funds 

here, in order to finance an anti-Nazi rovo1t in North Africa, This l;lan may bo 

sincoru in his offers of friendly services to our cause, but each such case 
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ity seem to represent individual missions or independent assignments rather than 

any big group of agents working in co-operation with each other.. This "lone 

wolf!! policy may soon be a matter of past history, if, as sooms hi,ghly probable, 

the Gormans dopond moro and more on French o.gonts. This should also offer us 

11 vmnderfnl opportunity .for using Frcnchmon vrho could be induced to enter this 

field, posing as Gorr.1.q,n agents, ·while ro,1lly serving tho Domocra tic cause. Tho 

now air :route from Africa to Natal, Brazil, had hc.rdly bcGn opon two weeks when 

there o.r:ri.ved tho report th1,t tho first Viohy agent was plann'ing to arrive that 

way. :i.nothor o.rri vnl fron Fron ch North Africa, who :Ls m1der tho suspicion of os­

p:Lonago, hnd formerly hold inport,i:mt posts in Spa:l.n, had bec,.,n Secrotary to tho 

Spanish J.1:1bassador :Ln Paris and more recently stated that ho had been onployod on 

a French novrspo.por in Algiers. Th:Ls night bo an ndditional link botvreon Vichy 

and Falungo espionage act:Lv:Lty for Hitler, but might also indicate tho r8lative 

importnnco of increasing tho Totnlitnr:Lan espionage ring in our coi,mtry even at 

tho cost of ·w-eakoning tho ,\fr:Lcan number of agents~ 

FEtih.LE /,GENTS: 

nh:Llo female agents in ospi,:mago work have bcon relatively few in reports 

already received, no report of this nature vrr:mld be complete vvithout mention of 

one, Franciska KRUPNOVA, alias Dnniello Kl\.RINE. Born in Czechoslovakia, but 

brought to Fro,ncc as an infnnt; she grow up in Paris tmd bE)camo a show girl. 

Sho loft Paris for tho rTost Indies after.tho Gorman occupation, leaving a mother, 

two brotlmrs and two sis tors in Paris. '.11his may be ci tod .:J.s an almost porfoct 

co.so, ns it concerns a physica1J.y attractivo woman, vrith no deep-rooted tios to 

F'ranco, but who can oasily pass as r.:;f French rn:i,tionality. \That t:;onu:Lne tios of 

deep-rooted love may exist, tho probabi.1:Lty points much moro clc-1,rly to the mother, 

brothers and sisters 1:1till in the Gcruan povror nnd to whor.i. harr11:1ight como if 
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German interests wer0 ever botra;yod. This wor;1an is travols havo been trncod thr-

ough various stopping places in the rlust Indios and South J.r:1orico., a prolonged 

visit in Pnnm1n, whero her friendship with Ex .... presidont ,\rnulfo ARIAS was more . 

than casual, to Mexico where she rejoined her ex-President lover. Boforo moot­

ing /,rnulfo ARIAS, sho had boon reported as contacting vmll-knovm agents at 

every stop and was stated to be actually in tho pay of Admiral ROBERT, dictator 

of Martinique. 

AnothE~r woman of an entirely difforEmt class, Elsa SCHL\P,\RELLI, one of the'· 

best known Pnrisian style dictators, car.10 to tho United States after tho start 

of tho wnr, but ovon before tho surrender of the French forces. She has been 

tro.voli11g oxtc11s:l.voly, visiting rv1exico, Central and South .tmericn, s11pposod.ly on 

business., At alraost every c:i.ty visited she is roportod to have vory carefully, 

but not too skillftilly, dropped hints that France and South America well might 

enter into fuller coll<'..1.bora tiun with Gurnany and that this cour·so of action might 

well prove) to hJ the bost courso for her s2d country. In this case, wo have 

glaraor, an 11ppoetl to n h:Lghor typo of society and a legitinate excuse for trips 

which werEJ ostensibly (cmcJ. pcssibly' truly), for the purpose of raa:Lntaining her 

prooinont posi ti<m in tho field of f or:1inino stylos. 

FRENCH 1,CTIVI'l'Y ON THE TJES'l' COAST: 

Late :i.nfornation, received since the declnrat:Lon of war, seeY:1s to indicate 

a now center of quost:Lmablo French activity in the neighborhood of San Francisco. 

In this connection, tho 1930 census statE:1s that the total French born populift:i.on 

in tho Stato of California ir~ uvor thirty-sovon thousand of whom over seventoon 

thousand m·o located in the F'ronch Colony of S2n Franci,sco and prosont ostimatos 

- consider tho number for tho whole Bay }\roa to be approxir.1a tcly thirty-thousand. 

Hov,revor, this nunber includos .,\r:1orican born citizens of FrEmch descent who are 

activo in Fronch Circles. 
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Rnyi:i.ond RICAUD has boon for a nurnbor of years tho hoad of tho FREl'JOH TRi\DE 

COIJHLSSION; I(ohl Bui1ding, Snn Francisco. It has boen reported fron v�irious 

sources that this conmission is not tho usunl Chamber of Oorlffio:rco, but that it 

is actuo.lly a buroc,u under tho di:r0,ction of the French Embassy in Washington. In 

spiti:-.--, nf the fact that trade with France is practically non-existon t, RIC.\.UD 

rocontly sta.tod th1t tl1cy wore vory busy at tho office, Another source believed 

to be reliable adds th1c, informati:m that this office is. now busy L1c:J-king a study 

of the fruit industry in C11.l:i.fornia with the ain of adopting similar methods for 

Northern !Sriol'l; This lat tor s0urce also sta tcs tho convictioh that neither 

RIO/.DD, his ,:;ff:i.ce t3Mff, nor any of the porsnnncl of tho local French Consulate 
' 

would collabora to with the Gc,rmans. 

/,ugustin LUSIITCHI is tho odi tor of LE COU.RRIER DU P:\CIFIQUE, published in 

San Fro.ncisco, stated to be tho oldest daily 11()"\"vSpapor in that city and having 

as its 1:i:1sthoad "the organ of tho French speaking pooplo on tho Pacific Coast 11• 

LUSINCHI ovms tho greatest o.nount of stock in this paper J.nd is bolioved to bo tho 

onl;y mcribor of the staff who is not ono hundred por cont pro-DE GJ.ULLE. It is 

�' also sto.ted that he rocoivos n subsid:,r fron the French Govornt1.ont through tho 

French Consul Gonoral in San Ii'ro.nc:Lsco. 

Grave doubts havo boen cast on s0voral r:icr,ibers of the San Francisco branch 

of tho ALLB.HCE FRANCAISE, special montj_on being nade of Leon BOCQUERAZ, one of 

several Honox'ary Presidents and wool thy banker rrhoso nat1c appt�ars on membership 

lists of tho CERCLE DE L 1 UNION, vv:hich is supposed to have many pro-Vichy mombors • 

BOQUER'\.Z has voiced approval of closer collG.bora tion between Vi.chy and Germany. 

FRENCH PEOPLE IN THE rJESTERrJ HEMISPHERE: 

In spi.te of increasing cases of Fronch-Vichy espionage cin this side of tho 

i�tlantic, it riust not be forgotton that fully ninety· per cont of the French all 

ovor tho world hate tho Gorr:1Ems and hopo for the dofoat o.f hor cause.. They may 
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not love tho English, they n11y not socn toocordial to Amoricans who often quest­

ion them none too tactfully on thu causo of the poor showing of tho "finost nrmy 

in the world", but most Fronch citizons aro ccmvinced that there is no hope for 

pranco unless tho Gornan invador is driven from F'ronch soil and loft in such a 

position th2.t he cannot again dostroy tho peace of Europe. 

( 
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