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ASD(M) 

Department of Defense Directive 

SUBJECT The Conduct of Polygraph Examinations and the Selection, 
Training and Supervision of DoD Polygraph Examiners 

References: {a) 

(b) 

(c) 

(d) 

{e) 

PURPOSE 

Deputy Secretary of Defense Multiple Addressee 
Memorandum concerning polygraph examina .. 
tions dated April 2 7 a 1964, (hereby canceled). 

DoD Directive 5210. 7, 11DoD Civilian Applicant 
and Employee Security Program, 11 August 12, 
1953. 

DoD Directive 5210. 8, "Policy oh Investigation 
and Clearance 0£ DoD Personnel £or Access to 
Classified Defense InformationJ II February 15, 
1962. 

DoD Directive 5210. 9, "Military Personnel· 
Security Program, 11 June 19, 1956 

DoD Directive 5220. 6, "Industrial Personnel 
Access Authorization Review Regulation, 11 

July 28, 1960,. 

This Directive (a) sets :forth the conditions under which 
polygraph examinations may be conducted within the 
Department of Defense, and {b) contains· requirements 
for the selection, training, ·and supervision 0£ polygraph 
examiners. 

CANCELLATION 

Reference (a) is hereby superseded and canceled. 

APPLICABILITY 

The provisions of this Directive apply to all components 
0£ the Department o:£ Defense. 
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IV. GENERAL POLICY 

It is the policy of the Department of Defense that criminal, 
and counterintelligence investigations I including personnel 
security investigations, be oriented to depend upon evidence 
secured through skillful, investigation and interrogation rather 
than upon the possibility of self-disclosure induced by a 
polygraph examination. 

A. 

B, 

The probing of a person's thoughts or beliefs, and 
questions about conduct which have no security impli­
cation, or are not direc.tly relevant to an investigation, 
are prohibited. Examples of subject areas which 
should not be probed include the following: religious 
beliefs and affiliations, beliefs and opinions regarding 
racial matters, political beliefs and affiliations of a non­
subversive nature, and opinions regarding the constitu­
tionality of legislative policies, 

No polygraph examination shall be given to personnel of 
the Department of Defense, or to personnel outside the 
Department of Defense requiring access to classified 

, .~:..:·. ,"' l",,,,, 
t. ~'' ' ~ ' 

. <;l,efense inf~rmation, except as authorized herein. 

v. 

c. Advel;'se action shall not be taken against a person for 
refusal to take a polygraph examination or,. for unwill­
ingness fo volunteer to take a polygraph examination, 
Moreover, information concerning a person's refusal 
either to submit to a polygraph examination or to volun"'. 
teer f.or a polygraph examination shall not be recorded 
in his personnel file and shall be given the same protec­
tion afforded by subsection VI I. E. , below. The continua­
tion of an investigation is, however, ·riot'·considered to be. 
an adverse action and is :riot prohibitedby tliis·sectio'n, 

CRIM1NAL INVESTIGATIONS 

In a criminal investigation no polygraph examination shall 
be conducted unless the following requirements are met: 

A. A determination shall be made {to be confirmed in writing) 
in accordance with subsection VII. B, below, that: 
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1. The investigation by other means has been as 

thorough as circumstances permit, the subject 

has been interviewed, and consistent with the 

circumsta.nces of the case, th~ deve'lopment 0£ 

additional information by means· of a polygraph 

examination is essential and timely for the further 

conduct of tl?,e investigation; · 

2. The alleged crime is an offense punishable under 

the United States Code or the Uniform Code of 

Military Justice by death or confinement for a 

term of one year or more; 

3. There is reasonable cause to believe that the 

person to be examined has knowledge of, or was 

involved in, the matter under investigation. 

B. The person to be examined has been advised: 

1.. That he has the opportunity to obtain and consult 

with counsel of his own choice. prior to the poly .. 

graph examination. 

2. Of his rights, in accordance with the provisions 

of either {a) the II self .. incrimination clause II of 

the Fifth Amendment to the Constitution; or (b) 

Article 31 of the Uniform Code of Military Justice, 

whichever is appropriate. 

3. That the polygraph examination will be conducted 

only with his prior written consent and that no 

adverse action will be taken against him because 

0£ ·a xefusal to consent to take a polygraph 

examination. 

4. Whether the area in which the polygraph examina-­

tion is to be conducted contains a two .. way mirror 

or other device whereby the examinee can be 

observed without his knowledge; and whether the 

e,mn,ination will be monitored in whole or in part 

by any means. 
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COUNTERINTELLIGENCE INVESTIGATIONS; INTELLIGENCE 
OPERA TIO NS; CRYPTOLOGIC INFORMATION 

A, Cou1;_terintelligence Investigations, . Polygraph examinations 
may be conducted as a part of a counterintelligence investi­
gation of Department of Defense personnel or as a part of a 
personnel security investigation of Department of Defense 
personnel or of personnel outside the Department of Defense 
requiring access to classified defense information, provided 
the following requirements are met: 

·I. 'rhe dete rrnination has been made ( to be confirmed in writ­
ing) in accordance with subsection VII. B. , below, that: 

a. The investigation by other means has been as 
thorough as circumstances permit, the subject, 
has been interviewed, and further productive 
investigative effort is not likely without a poly ... 
graph examination; and, 

b, The purpose of the investigation is to determine 
whether (1) to grant, deny, or withdraw a secu ... 
rity clearance higher than Confidential; or, {2) 
in accordance with references (b) and {d); initial 
or continued employment, or membership in the 
Al'med Forces, is clearly consistent with the 
interests of the national security; and 

c. The 'information furnished by the individual cannot 
be checked through the use of other investigative 
methods. 

2. The person to be examined has been advised_: 

a. . That he has the opportunity to obtain and consult 
with counsel of his own choice prior to the poly­
graph examination; 

b. Of his rights, in-accordance ·with the provisions of 
either { 1) the "sel£ .. incrimination clause II of the 
Fifth Amendment to the Constitution; or {2) Article· 
31 of the Uniform Code of Military Justice, which­
ever is appropriate. 
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c, That the polygraph examination will be con .. 
ducted only with his prior written consent 
and that no adverse action will be taken against 
him because of a refusal to c9nsent to take a 
polygraph examination. 

d. Whether the area in which the polygraph 
examination is to be conducted contains a 
two .. way mirror or other device whereby 
the examinee can be observed without his 
knowledge; and whether the examination will 
be monitored ·in whole or in part by any means. 

B. Intelligence Operations. A polygraph examination may 
be authorized in the case of an individual who is a prin­
cipal in an intelligence activity with the specific approval 
of, or by regulation issued by the Head of the DoD Com­
ponent conducting the operation, where information can­
not be checked through other investigative methods; in 
such cases, the provisions of subsection VI, A. 1 above, 
are-not applicable. 

C. Cryptologic Information. Polygraph examinations may be 
authorized as an aid in determining the eligibility of persons 
:for· employment or access to sensitive cryptologic informa­
tion by the National Security Agency pursuant to regulations 
issued by the Director, NSA, with the prior approval of 
the Secretary of Defense, and the provisions of subsection 
VI. A. , above., are not applicable. 

VII. CONDUCT OF EXAMINATIONS 

A. Nothing in this Directive shall preclude the conduct of 
a polygraph examination in conjunction with a criminal, 
counterin.telligence, or personnel security investigation, 
when the individual under investigation or associated 
with an investigation voluntarily seeks a polygraph 
exarnination as a means of exculpation. All such voluntary 
requests shall be reviewed by an appropriate supervisory 
official to determine the propriety of the request and to 
as sure compliance with all other requirements of this 
Directive applicable to examinations. The conduct of 
such polygraph examinations also shall be subject to all 
the requirements of this Directive for such examinations. 
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B, Determinations pursuant to subsection V. A. and para~ 

graph VI. A, 1. , above, shall be made only by officials 

in positions selected by the Head of the DoD Component 
concerned or his designee for this purpose. A list of 

positions so selected shall be maintained by the DoD 

component concerned. It is intended that officials 

selected to make determinations in paragraphs V. A. 

and VI.A. 1., shall have had broad experience in a 

position of considerable responsibility, and shall be 

limited to the minimum possible number consistent 

with operational necessity. 

C. Heads of DoD components, the Assistant Secretary of 

Defense (Administration)·, and the Director, Office of 

Industrial Personnel Access Authorization Review, 

OASD( M), who receive investigative support ( including 

the use of polygraph examinations) from other DoD 

ele'rnents are authorized to request that polygraph 

examinations be conducted, and in such cases to the 

extent applicable shall provide t6 the supporting DoD 

component: 

Ii 
I I 
Ii 

1. In the case o:£ examinations conducted in connection 

with crirpinal investigations, the information sped .. 

fied in subsection V. A. , above. o,! 
z. In the case o:f the examinations conducted in con .. 

nection with personnel security investigations, the 

information specified in paragraph VI. A. 1. , above. 

D. J.nformation obtained in the course of a polygraph 

examination shall be strictly controlled. 

I. Polygraph examination results may be permanently 

maintained only in an appropriate investigative file, 

at a single location determined by, and subject to 

the control of the Assistant Secretary of Defense 

(Administration) or the Head of the DoD Component 

concerned, as appropriate, or his designee for 

the purpose, Additional copies the1·eo£ shall be 

6 
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destroyed within three months 'after close 0£ 

the investigation which included the relevant 

polygraph examination. 

2. Polygraph examination results shall be avail~ 

able within the DoD component conducting the 

examination only to the chief of:ticial thereof, 

his immediate advisors, and officials express'"'. 

ly charged with responsibility for personnel 

security, law enforcement, or the administra­

tion of criminal justice, 

3. Polygraph examination results shall not be made 

available outside the DoD component conducting 

the examination, except to: 

a. Officials 0£ the Office of the Secretary of 

Defense or another DoD component, corres­

ponding to those enumerated in paragraph 2. , 

above, 

b. Other Federal officials, charged with intelligence, 

security, or law enforcement responsibilities 

c. 

d •. 

e •. 

with a clea,r need to know; 

State law enforcement officials where the 

results indicate an alleged violation of state 

law, or that a serious crime is likely to be 

committed; 

Legal counselfor the person examined, upon 

request therefor {subject to provisions £or safe• 

guarding classified defense information); 

Such other persona as the Head 0£ the DoD 

Component concerned personally may deter ... 

mine, 
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E. Polygraph examinations will not be given to persons 

who are not in sound physical or mental condition. 

Should the ex.aminel' or examinee have any doubt as 

to the physical or mental fitness of the examinee, 

the matter will be referred to the supervisory official 

for appropriate action. 

SELECTION, TRAINING, AND SUPERVISION OF DOD 

POLYGRAPH EXA.MINERS 

A. Selection 

l. ·No candidate will be selected for the position 0£ 

polygraph examiner on 01· after September 1, 1965, 

unless the following minimum requirements are met: 

a. United States citizen; 

b. At least 25 years of age;. 

c. Graduate of an accredited college (Baccalaureate 

degree), plus t~9Jears as an investigator with a 

recognized government agency; or have satisfac­

torily completed t~:~_y_~_?:.!.§_traip.ing at an accredited 

college {a minimum of 60 semester hours, or an 

aavaiiced standing as a junior)t o:r the equivalent 

of two years of college, as defined by the Head of 

the DoD Component concerned, pl~-~.Ji_ye "years 1 

investigative experience; 

d. Successfully screened, on the basis of a 1?,c:1:ck .. 

ground investigation, as being a person of high 

mo:ra1 "clia:r"a·cter and sound emotional tempera ... 

ment • 

.. z. Incumbents 

a. Persons now acting as polygraph examiners may 

continue in that capacity, provided the head of 

the investigative agency concerned finds that they 

meet all of the following requirements: 

8 

·i 
:i 

0\ .. lr 
. 'I 

.. ' !II 

. r· .0 ... , .. 

(i 

~'1 : 
I'' 
it/ 
I 

I 

i 

I • 

1
1
"1, tlr\., .• ,.., .,,, ··· '"'•">!"I•~,...,~,.,,""'"'...-"""~"•" ~ .. ,.,,..,'°l'•X"'°•""'"'\f-1~,""l'"""""IT'« ,,,,.,.,.,.._,, .,,,,. ,,. . .,.,..,.-,-,,~.,. . .11.•r.,,.,.,~,,..,1.,.~,,~,, .. ., ~-~ ·•~ ,-,,,,.,,1M•a~.,,....,,.., .• ,•-~ • ,.,.. •.. ,..., •~• .,,,·-,.~,.,.,...,_,,.,., ,......,_,.,.,.~~-"~,.,u0 ·,., ,. •""'~""··•~ · •••••-•· 

r, 
-, " • ,., -• ~ .,. ,•-~•-, .. ,.,,,, .• ~.,,..,-..,..,.-"'"""'"""'t'-"'°~.-,._,._...,_-~""'<" l"f'•r·•·"F'-..,,.-,,..._~,.,.~ 

DECLASSIFIED 

AuthorityAJA/.D·] 3 b q. 3 



·O 

/\ 
\j 

', :'•,-

Jul 13, 65 
5210.48 

(1) Have the education and experience set 
forth in subparagraph VIlI. A. 1. c. above, 
or eight years of comprehensive i~vesti·:;_· 
gative··experience. 

{2) Have been found to be of high moral 
character and sound emotional tempera .. 
rnent, after completion of a satisfactory 
sc1·eening including a background investi"' 
gation. 

......... -. ··-···- ' 

(3) Have been an authorized and practicing 
polygraph examiner for at least six months 
within __ t}:le past three years, and al'~ pro .. ' 
ficient in conducting such examinations. 

B. Training 

1. Training programs of polygraph examiners shall 
be determined by the Secretaries of the Military 
Departments consistent with the objectives and 
requirements of this Directive. The Assistant 
Secretary of Defense (Manpower) will be kept cur .. 
rently advised of the content of such programs. 

2. Training programs for DoD polygraph examiners 
shall be de signed to as sure that no per son shall be 
designated as a qualified DoD polygraph examiner 
without having demonstrated an understanding of 
the following: 

a. Investigative techniques. 

b. Methods of interrogation. 

c. The basic elements of psychology, normal, 
abnormal, and criminal. 

d. Constitutional and other legal considerations. 

e. Physiology. 

9 
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f, The functioning of the polygraph including its 
usefulness and limitations. 

g, Regulations of the DoD concerning use of the 
polygraph, 

h. Txaining described in subpa'ragraphs c,, d. , 
and e. , above, shall be conducted by appropri .. 

· ate professional medical and legal personnel. 

3. Before being certified as a qualified DoD polygraph 
examiner by the head of the investigative organiza­
tion of which the candidate is a part, each candidate 
shall serve an apprenticeship under a certified 
examiner. Such apprenticeship will be for a period 
of not less than six months following the basic 
training course, during which period of time the 
candidate shall be required to demonstrate pro .. 
ficiency in the use of the polygraph. 

4. Appropriate provision will be made by the Heads of 
the DoD Components to as sure that polygraph exam­
iners obtain suitable refresher training. 

C. 9upervision of Polygraph Examiners 

1. The conduct of each individual polygraph examina­
tion shall be carefully supervised pursuant to regu-

• lations issued by the Head of the DoD Component 
concerned. 

2. Each examiner shall prepare a written record of 
each polygraph examination conducted, containing 
as a minimum the information shown in lnclosure 1. 

3. Appropriate supervisory officials shall review each 
record of a polygraph examination in the light of 
pertinent investigative information. On the basis of 
such review, the supervisory official shall determine 
whether it is appropriate to request the individual 
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to undergo a repeat polygraph examination. 

Such a request should be made when it is 

considered desirable by the supervisory 

official, irrespective of whether the individual 

examined has made significant admissions in 

co11.nection with the investigation, and irrespec ... 

tive of whether results of the polygraph examina ... 

tion disclose unusual physiological responses, 

The results of repeat polygraph examinations 

shall also be reviewed by appropriate super .. 

vis ory personnel. 

4. Determinations with respect to further investi .. 

gation of cases wherein a polygraph examination 

has been undertaken will not be made by the poly .. 

graph examiner but shall be determined by appro­

priate supervisory officials, in accordance with 

regulations of the DoD component concerned. 

STUDIES OF POLYGRAPH 

. A,. ,The provisions of Sections V., VI,, VII., and VID. 

of this Directive shall not be applicable to the conduct 

of experimental polygraph examinations of volunteer 

subjects in the course 0£ research performed under 

the auspices of a research element of a Department· 

of Defense component. The obtaining of special 

r:neasure:tnents or other information for research 

purposes only during regular polygraph examinations 

rnay be authorized on a case by case basis with the 

prior written consent of the Assistant Secretary of 

Defense (Manpower). The use of DoD polygraph 

examine1·s is authorized for research programs, 

B. The Assistant Secretary of Defense (Manpower) shall 

be kept fully and currently advised of all studies 

regarding the use of the polygraph proposed to be 

undertaken by any component 0£ the Department 0£ 

Defense and shall be provided with the following 

data: 

11 
VIII. C. 4. 

DECLASSIFIED 

AuthorityAIAID"13 (;,L}3 



r 

I 

\1 

t' ,,. 
!i: 
, l 

,,, 
I ,,, 
l, ', 

It 
1; 

/! 

1! 
(i 
\I 
/I 
1' ,I 
\ 
/! 
I 

i 
I' 
I . ! 

I' 
; 

i 

/ 

x. 

XI. 

I. Identity of agency or contractor selected to perform 

the work; 

z. Qualifications of the agency or contractor; 

3, Estimated cost of the work; 

4, A description of the work and the purpose for under .. 

taking the work; 

5, Date work to be initiated and the date work to be 

completed. 

C. The Assistant Secretary of.Defense (Manpower) shall collect 

data to determine the effectiveness of the polygraph and 

issue such Instructions rega.rding the use of the polygraph 

in the conduct of polygraph examinations, including the 

qualifications of polygraph examiners, as may be considered 

appropriate, 

.EXCEPTIONS 

Individual exceptions to sections V. and VI. , above, may be 

made for cause by the Assistant Secretary of Defense {Admin­

istration) or the Bead of the DoD Component concerned. 

Written notice of such exceptions, including the basis there­

for, shall be sent promptly to the Assistant Secretary of 

Defense (Manpower). 

EFFECTIVE DATE AND IMPLEMENTATION 

A, This Directive is effective immediately. 

B. Two (2) copies of proposed implementing documents shall 

be forwarded to the ASD(M} within sixty (60) days for review 

prior to publication. 

~'-4.,., 

of' Defense 

lnclosure ... l . 

Record of Polygraph Examination 
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Reco_r_?- of Pol:xgraph ~xamination 

File or Reference No. : ________ Date of Report: ______ _ 

E.xaminee: 

Name:• 
Date of Birth: Place of Birth: 

Grade and Serial Number: 

Organization: (or other identifying data as appropriate) 

Official authorizing examination: 

Name: 
Position or title: 

Date and time of examination: 

Duration of examination: 

Place of examination: 

Background Data: 

(This paragraph will state the purpose of the examination 

and a brief resume of the case.) 

The examination: 

(This paragraph will give a brief description of the examination, 

and list the relevant questions asked during the examination and 

the examinee 1 s response.) 

Results of examination: 

(This paragraph will include admissions made by the examinee 1 

unusual physiological responses, or a statement that there were 

no unusual physiological responses, the degree of cooperation of 

the examinee during the test and a statement as to whether all 

parts 0£ the examination were completed.) 

Signature of Examiner 

Organization 

,, 

Signature of Reviewing Officer 

Position and Organization 
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