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Corrunandant, U. S. Coast Guard. 
Director of Naval Intell:l.gerlce. 

Analysis of art.tole published i.n PM. (Nevv York) 
July 6, 19/+2, by Joseph Short. 

(A) Subject matter. 

1;~.,.,' _.,-~; .r ~--

Enclo,sm·e (A) is forwarded for your information and 

2. 'fl1e op1r1:to11 of tr1e Coast G·u~ard is thctt tl1is art,j .. c:Le 
i.s a very clever rewrite job of previously published stor:i.es, together 
with some shrewd inferences and possible bits of inf'orm'.::it:'i.on acquired 
by the writer of the article. It ean be seen from this analysis that 
a, consid.era,ble portion of the material in the article could not have 
been lmown to any person :i.n the Coast Guard up ·t;o the date of the 
publication of the art:Lele. 

~

I._....-, 
~1.---•·" 

• .. " (\ ~~ , -:,r: L. 'I. C 1.c1.LK1:1.,;1, 
Assistant; Command.ant. 
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Legend Comments and Ci ta.tions 
Believed ,!A 0 

known onl v ,:J ~~ 
., 'i~ ,......--·--------------------------------------------------------~D 

I 
ioo2 

FM W~F..INGTON1 July 6 - George John Daseh_. leader 
of Npl,zi saboteurs who landed from a. sul:marine on 
Long! Island,. 

I 

I 
.t!e w~ said to stand a good e.bano.e of esoa.ping the 
firipg squad because of: his co8peration with u. s. 
of'ti!cia.ls. 

I 

I 
r 

Dasc1h, his three oompamons, a.nd four other subma-
rim!-bor:ne Nazi a.gents put ashore in Florida., now 
a.re [under heavy guard in the District of Columbia 
jai~ a:waiting trial before a speeial Military Comms]ion here Wednesday. 

Arr sted in Chica.go and New York., the eight men 
wer~ brought secretly to Washington on Friday .. 

f 

A i\brm.er New York wai tar ll the 39-year old Dasch 

Gist of' this published in :many :newspapers previous 
to date of artiole. 

ttoeorge John Daseb -was the leader of Group l, com
posed of four German saboteurs., who landed from a 
submarine at Amaga.nsettjl Long Islam.'' - New York 
Journal American., June 28" 1942. 

nGeorge Dasch, 39" leader of Long Island groupn 
--Daily Mirror (New York).- June 28., 1942. 

This is common. knowledge as to general aspects 
shown by :newspaper acooun:ts and newsreel "shots". 

Piotures 0£ Quirin. Kerling, Heinch., Berger., Dasch, 
Thomasll in New York Times. June 28., 1942, show 
"FBI,1ITO". Picture of Haupt shows "FBI-Chi tt •,, and 

. . ~, ~t 
~ 5 

I A! 
F.B.I. .m 

I F.B.I. 

~a 
oq 
lm 
di 

I legend under picture states,. "Herbert Haupt., also a 
mem.ber of the invading party, who was arrested in 

1 

Chicago•. -New York Times, June 28, l942i. 

1 
I 

"George John Dasch., 39 .... " - New York Daily Mirror, 
June 28, 1942. 

tt •• .He lived in New York and worked as a waiter at 
hotels and restaurants i"roe. 1922 to 1927 .... tt - New 

York Times 1 June 28, 1942. 

F.,B.I. 
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was reported to have :furnished u. s. prosecutors 
"With inv1duable inform.ation which is expected to 
send the seven other Nazis to their death under 
Articles of War~ 

Because f tr.is helpfulness~ one souree said~ "If 
anyone o the eight escapes death~ it will be 
Dasch". 

FOUND BY COAST GUARD 

Even thot,gh Dasch is· convicted" along with the 
others, c,f a eharge bearing the mandatory death 
penalty~ President Roosevelt could commute the 
sentence ... 

i 

Dasoh anc{ three men with him were caught by the 
Federal · eau o:f Investigation (FBI) af"ter a. 
lone Coas · Guardsman surprised them burying ex
plosives on the Long Island Beach, and started a 
nation · e hunt. 

Comments 

u ••• Each oonfessed fully, providing inf'ormation 
that 'Will make repetitions of the sabotage in
vasions difficult. 

The reportorial trick (use o:f quotation marks 
and obscure source) is well recognized as a means 
of giving strength to an assumption .. 

See No. 10 below. 

Merely a statement of a fact of general knowledge. 

This is erroneous as to Coast Guardsman;, but un
doubtedly stems from the following: • •• .,another per
sistent report was that the landing of the Germans 
on L:>ng Island -wa.s witnessed by a Coast Guardsman 
on patrol •• tt--N.Y. Daily Mirror, June 27, 1942. 

11".ffuen they reached shore, they dug a hole above 
the waterline and buried the oases :for recovery la
ter ••• n--Niw York -'fimes 6 June 28, 1942. 

" ••• The people who discovered the evidenc-e--tbe 
Coast Guard, I believe--were not close enough to 
nab the men", Senator O'Mahoney added. 

u ••• a Coast Guardsman on patrol who was overpowered 
and thenrelea.sed ••• ~--N.Y. Daily Mirror, June 29, 19 

... B.I~ 

Am.Sta. 
D.I.O. 
c.o.r.o. 
F.B.I. 

• 
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The Coast Guardsman was unable to make the arrest 

i mmself' when the saboteurs drew guns. 

~) 
I 
t_; 

j 

:' ! 
• i 

1 I 
: .f 
• I 

: i 
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I 
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I 
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t I 
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Details of the information given Federal agents 
by Dasch w re not disclosed, but it was considered 
probable t mt he was helping the gover:mn.ent clinch 
its case. 

that the slboteu.rs were wearing naval uniforms when 
landed and exchanged those uniforms £or the civi
lian dress in whieh they were arrested. 

An importa :t; link in the Government ts case is 
positive poof that the eight saboteurs were mili
tary men. 

Officials would not disclose 'Whether Dasch was the 
!Iazi ageni:; who admonished :his companions not to 
kill the qoast Guardsm.0 n., when the group was sur
prised., 

Detail as to guns is in error but undoubtedly 
added for color 

l 
, IAdmi ttedly a guess as to Dasch' s 'help to Federal 

a.gents'. 

I 
l 
l?icture of cap in New York Tmes., June 28., 1942. 
Legend: ttGer:m.an Navy Marine Im'antry c ap f' ound 
with sabotage :material at Amagansett., L.I." 

1 nThe saboteurs changed f' rom German l'-iavy unil'orm.s to 
jcivilian dress •• uNewYork Times., June 28., 1942. 

l tt ... the unif'orms the four are said to have discJrd_. 
. jed when they landed •• "--N .. Y. Mirror., June 29., 1942. 
I . 
p• ••• the others., according to Mr. Eoover., wore uni
, i'ornis until they landed., then changed to' American 
clothing which they had brohght with them.·.• tt 
New York Herald Tribune., June 30., 1942 • 

I F .B.I. 

Am. sta.. 
DIO 
CGIO 
FBI 

I I 
!Purely a statement of opinion. ', F .B.I. 
fFirst positive statement on this phase encountered,. 

I 
!See comment under (23) as to ukillingn, balance in F.B.I. 
l error as no t~ groupu surrounded or was near the 
Coast Guardsman. n • ..,They disarmed him, the report 

says.,. and after talking about killing himu .. u-New 

York Herald Tribune., June 30.,. 1942. 

----,--,---------·----··•--- ···-··. 
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~ .i. · '002 and :forced '1!'350 into the Coast Guardsman's hand $350 is mani..festly -wrong even more so than the 11:lti..· .~.,.. ·:•· <2. 

'When[the agents departed. previously cited figures of $270. D.I .. ~tj 
I CMOJ~ 
I F .. B~l,~~ 
I 

Here J!s the story of the oaptnre assoutlined 
info

1
_ation obtained by the Chicago Sun: 

in 

A Coist Guardsman., patroling the south shore 
of upng Island last month., oame upon a group 
of men before da:wn .. 

l . 
f 

They were digging in the waste land above the 
surf line. 

Un.de, instructions to investigate all suspicious 
people., the Coast Guardsman accosted them and de
mandFd an e:x:pla:aation of their aoti vi.ties. In 
ex.cell.lent English he was told they were preparlnt 
for ~ome early morning f'ishing. 

I 

No group in Chi.ea.go., other than F .B.I. known to 
have had a.ey im'orma:tion on this. However., it is 
possible that,. though Chicago is indicated as the 
point o£ genesis, any other point might actually be. 

u • .,. The Long Island landing was made on a ~oggy night Am.Sta • 
• .. " - New York t1mes# June 28a 1942. D.I.O. 

u ••• A:nother persisted report was that the landi:Dg of 
the Germans on Long Island was 'Witnessed by a Oo&it 
Guardsman on patrol •• "--N.Y • .Mirror., June 29• 1942 

CGIO. 
F.B.I., 

I, See citation under Ifo. 10., !l'ew York Times., June 28., 
1942. 

i 
Am.Ste.. 
D .. I.O. 
CGIO 

i 
't 

i 

Except as to number of men accosted., substantially 
~t"e,. First appearance of ttfishing a.ngle11

• 
V 

F .. B.I. 

Am.Sta. 
D.I.O .. 
C,.G.I.,O,. 
F.B.I. 

"·~·-. -·---
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Am .. Sta •

1 
oo 2 . <2 D.I.O •. 1~ 0 

The Guiu-d told the men that they should be aware 
that f:tshing was prohibited except within certain 
fixed l~ours. After considerable oomrersatio~ he 
told tl)iem he would have to take them to the Coast 
Guard $t8.tion for investigation and iden:ti..fieation 

Upon b ing told this the four :men immediately drew 
weapon 

nKill · " one of the group advised. But another 
of thej four., presumably Dasch. intervened. He led 
the Co~st Guardsman aside and talked with him. of 
money ~ how it would be profitable :for all to 
forget! the inoident. Finally., he tJ:i..rust about $350 
in U. ~. currency in to the Coast Guardsman' s bands. 

By t · s time II apparently, there vra.s some daylight 

No rem.ark made as to prohibition against fishing 
but statement th.at he would have to take them to 
station is correct 

E;:roneous--undoubtedly guessing and neolor11
• 

Conversation was in foreign lang".iage., believed to 
be in German., not understood l:ly: Cullen., but under
stood to be in Dasch eonfession and told to Cullen 
by Dasch after date of this publication. Confession 

.'~not exhibited toCoast C-uard. Known by F .B.I. in 
. confession. No. previous "break" except as to general 
apparently •color" statements. Amount of money still 
in error but rest substantially, correct except as to 
•group•. lio group""" present at a,w time. I 
Completely in error as to time., but admittedly a. 
guess.: 

"Take a good look at men, the Guardsman was told. Substancially true, No previous ttbreu•. 
The C a.st Guardsman inspected his f'ace carefully, 
indel" ly impressing on his memory all details o:f 
the f ee and the whole physical description of the 
man. 

Uif I 1ever see you a.gain, I 1ll kill youtt II the 
Nazi ~aid deliberately. 

I 

Substantially oorreet 

OGIO. iU ·c 
i~ 0 

F .B.:I• l ~ ,$ 
. . .\ ;:l 

. ! < 

F.B.I. 

Am.Sta. 
D.I.O. 
CGIO. 
F.B.I., 

Am.Sta. 
D.I.O. 
CGIO. 
F.B.I. 
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, loo-Z 

I 

'fhe Na2:is left the scene. Quickly the Cos.st Guards
men goi:: to the eentral Coast Guard station and in
.formed his superiors 

I 
Eis flalsh brought Coast Guardsmen and Feder&l 
agents ' the seene. 

They e ined the beach and discovered the blade 

' J 

of a sp de protruding from the sand. They dug and 
uucoverid the first caehe of instruments of' sabotage. 

I 
The Coa~t Guardsman by this time had provided a 
detaile~ description of the leader of the Long 
Island · a.boteurs. 

Police nd Federal teletypes were sending out 
flashes for apprehension of :man of that description. 

' 
But :m.orf important• the Coast Guardsman had turned. 
over thf approximately $350 in cash he had received 
from. thi hands of the saboteur. 

Substantially oorreot 

This is in error. Only Coast Guard on scene 
for about ten hours. the D.I.O. officers. FBI 
arrived late the next day. 

This in error.. The local Coast Guard and Coast 
Guard Intelligence Off'ioers round all of the phy-J; 
sieal evidence. 

Substantially correct. 

lf:ight be usual praotice 

I 
Still in error as to a.mount. n ••• The Coast Guards-I 
man,. aeoording to ihe story~ promptly :reported it · • 
to his superiors• turmng over the bribe :money. 
Connolly also disclosed ••• " - New York Daily M'ir
ror ~ June 29 11 1942. 

Am. s~. 1<:2. 
D T ·o· i~ '.>-. ·-· • ·:u .t:-- 1 ... 
C.G.I.,0.1~ ,8 

: t~ +-
F .,B.,I. _- 1- ~ 

Am.Sta. 
D.I.O. 
OOIO. 
F.B.I. 

Am.Sta. 
D.,I.O. 
C .. G.I.,O. 
F.B.I. 

Am. Sta. 
D.I.O. 
O.G.I.O. 
F.,B.I. 

F.,B.I. 

Am.Sta .. 
D.I.O. 
C,.G.I.,O. 
F.B.I. 

nat,;[_ 
:0qy 
10.1:d. 
:d~iy,: 
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· 002 Tel~3graphed inquiries developed the amazing :faot First instance of this nbreak11
., while in error :O .. Iit 0\ < 2 

tha1i; three of the bills had been included in a. generally It is startlingly close as to date and c.G,.I[EJ 
large sum of :money drawn from a bank in l9S9 by number ot bills concerned. Shows knowledge of' a F .. BtI! ~ 
a 1"""' -.ho -.as returning to the Rel.oh. . . phase of this angle of' investigation. Seo oS[~~ 
Pho~ographs of th.is German were .found. The Coast Substantially correct. Wrong as to detsi ls of 

1

1_· Cullen ra~ 
Gu dsma.n took one look and said with finality time and method of operation. It is the under- F .,B.I. 
tha; that wa,197 the man who had attempted to bribe standing that Seaman Cullen was shown the picture 
him The identi:fieation made things simple. G- after arrest.. I 
men. had the name II picture and physical description . 
of · leader of the Long Island group 111 plus bis 

.ts and general knowledge oi: what friends he 
mi~t be expeoted to seek out. The manlaunt was on* 
Ee was quickly picked up,. 

I 
I I 

He 1 qnestioned .by Federal agents and •squealed" .. , 
'!'he remaining three who had lan.ded on Long Island 
wer rounded up. the cache in Florida was located 
and the :four lllho had lainded in Florida. were caught. 

It :as said that people.familiar With the ease 
wer amazed at the obvicus clues left by the Long I•t leader. 
The~ is only one possible eonelusion1 a s01;1rce 
saiq., and that is that the man wanted to be caught 
bef°ire he.could com.it sabotage. 

I 
' I 

General assumption prevails to this effect 

:!:his is not the opinion of Coast Guard Intelli
gence. Investigation at scene and immediate ex
tensive search were the contributing factors. 

No basis for judgmen:t Wi. thout statements of men 
arrested. 

I F .B.I, 
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