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THE JAPANESE IN HAWATI

FOREWORD

The Navy hes a vital and paramount interest in
meintaining the internal seéurity of these Islands. This
ihterest arises from the faot that, from a military point
of view, the Sole function of the Islands is to afford the
United States an advanoced Naval base.

OQur interest is heightened by the certain know-
ledge that any internal dissension which might occur would
inevitably threaten the security of our Neval base from the
rear. It is also a fact that the morale of the men and of-
ficers attached to units of the fleet cannot be maintained
while their femilies ashore are subject to abttacks from dis-
loyal elements in the population.

These are the reasons this study has been made.

Information has been colleoted from o wide variety
of sources, and every attempt has been made to obtain a true
and accurate estimate of the situation which prevails at
present, Many of the facts presented here have beon collected
by & considerable expenditure of time and effort.

In spite of the controversial nature of the subject,
a conscientious and constant effort has been made to approach
the problem from an unbjased and highly objective viewpoint.

For obvious reasons, special consideration has been
given to the situation as it exists on the island of Oazhu.

This analysis must be considered only as a brief

_outline., Detailed discussion of the various steps indicated
would require several hundred pages of memoranda.
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THE JAPANESE IN HAWALI

THE FACTS

1

4,

The United States i1s at war with Japan, Germany and Italy.
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The Hawaiian Islands, a vital outpost and Naval base, are
thiekly populeted by enemy aliens and their Island-born

of fepring.

A large percentage of these onemy nationals are engaged in
sconomic pursuits essential to normal life in the Islands.

A number of the sons of enemy aliens have been and will be
inducted into the armed forces defonding the Islands.

1. To what extent do these enemy netionals
threaten the security of the Islands and
Naval base, and what is to be done about
it?
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THE JAPANESE IN HAWALL

ANALYSIS OF THE PACTS

ANALYSIS OF FACT ONE:¢

("The United States is at war with Japan, Germany and Italy")

This first fact has an important bearing on the

internal security of the Hawaiian Islands, as follows:

(a)

(b)

The alien citizens of all thrse countries
are potentially dangerous.

Japan is known to be directed and advised by
German strategists. This is particularly true of
the Japanese espionage system which has worked in
close collaboration with the Germen system for sev-
eral years, It must therefore be recognized that
the Japanese in these islands may plan fifth column
sctivities similar to those used by the Germans in
France, Holland and Norway.
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THE JAPANESE IN HAWAII

ANALYSIS OF THE FACTS
(Continued)

ANALYSIS OF FACT TWO:
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("The Howaiian Islands, a vital outpost and Naval base, are
thiekly populabed by enemy nationals and their Island-born
offspring.")

. TABLE ONE

NAME OF TOTAL NUMBER OF NUMBER OF
ISLAND _ POPULATION ALTEN JAPANESE CITIZEN JAPANESE
OAHU 285,694 18,000 65,385
HAWALT 70,975 6,970 27,892

MAUT 45,080 4,330 17,325
KaUAI 34,718 3,090 12,371
LANAT 3,720 262 1,048
MOLOKATL B, 340 243 974

(Based on U.S8, Census)

This table is selfwexplanatory. It reflects the
large number of people which would be involved in any wholesale
evacuation plan, particularly on the most important island,
Oahu.
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THE JAPANESE IN HAWATT

ANALYSIS OF TTHE PACTS

ANATYSIS OF FACT THRER:

(Continued)

("4 large pevcentage of these enemy nationals are engaged in
economic pursuits essential to normal life in the Islands." )

i

TABLE TWO

PERCENTAGE

-

OCCUPATION TOTAL TOTAL JAPLNESE
WORKERS WORKERS JLPANESE WORKERS

© AGRICULTURE 67,992 16,064 23 8%
TRANSPORTALT TON

AND COMMERCE . 10,562 3,110 29.5%
DOMESTIC AND

PERSONAL SERVICE 14,377 8,054 56%
CLERICAL 6,549 1,508 23.2%
PROPESSIONS 9,053 2,077 23 %
TRADES 11,629 4,889 42.1%
FORESTRY - FISHING 1,952 1,038 53 %
MFG. AND INDUSTRY 25,319 11,107 43 ,9%
MINERALS 195 77 40 %
PUBLIC SERVICE 22,057 R72 1.2%
TOTAL 169,688 48,198 28.,4%

(Based on U.S. Census)

-

On the island of Qahu alone, investigation shows 91 per=
cent of the truck farms to be operated by the Japanese. Simi-
larly, approximately 60 perocent of the retail druggivts, 58
percent of the retail grocery employees, 54 percent of the
workers in retail liguor establishments, 80 percent of the
dairy employees, and more than 756 percent of the food handlers
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THE JAPANESE IN HAWAIL

ANALYSIS OF THE FACTS
(Continued)

are of the Japanese race. It is interesting to note that more
than 60 percent of the Oahu Rallway employees are likewise
Japanese. Even if we do not attempt to enumerate the number

of Japanese now working in important national defense projects,
it is apparent that the wholesale removal of Japanese from
Oshu would result in virtual economic paralysis of this

island. !

ANALYSIS OF FACT FOUR:

("A number of the sons of ememy aliens have been and will be
inducted into the armed forces defending the Islands.")

To date, approximately 1900 citizens of Japanese
descent have been inducted into the regular Army. It is
sxpected that an equal number remain to be inducted. It is
reported that men who have already begun their service are
under training and are armed, except for the last (February,
1942) group of inductees, which has been assigned to labor
battalions.,

THE QUESTION

("To what extent do these enemy nationals threaten the
security of the Islands and Naval base, and what is to be
done about it?")

This question can only be answered by analyzing, step
by step, the manner in which enemy nationals can threaten
our security.
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THE JAPANESE IN HAWAIL

THE THREAT ANALYZED

This threat consists of only three factors:

() Number of individuals in the
islands who may be disposed
to ald the enemy.

Y (B) The means which they have for

s gy

doing sc.

(¢) The opportunity which is given
them to do so.

All three of these factors must exist simultaneously
in order to endanger our security. Any threat, like a three-
legged stool, must be based upon these three elements.

Theoretically, when any of these three factors is ro-
duced to zero, the threat disappears. In other words, if we
have -

(A) No one disposed to aid the
enemy, or -

(B) 1If there is no means by which
the enemy can be aided, or -

(€) If no opportunity is given to
aid the onemy,

our security is assured.

4t first glance it would appear, thercfore, that the
casiest way to insure security would be to reduce one of these
three factors to zero. Many individuals have been strongly
tempted to solve the problem in this simple manner. This is the
reasoning which leads certain individuals to recommend wholesale
concentration of all enemy nationals as the panacea for our
troubles. This type of thinking is superficisl and short-sighted,
in that the practical difficulties and the possible consequences
of such a program are invariably disregaerded. The impractica=-
bility of such a step may be easily demonstrated. ’
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THE JAPANESE IN HAWALI

THE THREAT ANALYZED
(Continued)

FACTOR (A)

What is the possibility of reducing Factor (4) to
zero? If all the people who might conceivably aid the enemy
(we must include all first and second generation Japanese,
Gormans and Italians) were removed from the Islands' commer-
cial, economic and defense sctivities, more than 30 percent
of the Islands' population would be involved., The economic
life of the Islands would come to a stand-still (See Table
Two). The problem of feeding, housing, guarding and provid-
ing medical care for such a number would be far beyond the
power and facilities of the local authorities,
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Insupersble difficulties would arise, either by
attempting to concentrate these civilians on a mountain-top,
or upon an outlying island, or by transporting them to the
Mainland. The resentment which would be aroused by such whole-
sale and indiscriminate treetment would cause other and perhaps
more serious difficulties - the estrangement and alienation of
large sections of the local population.

This has heppened in the wholesale evacuation of the
West Coast, following which order, many enemy aliens and nat-
ionals are reported to have plowed under and destroyed their
valuable vegetable crops.

It must, therefore, be concluded that Factor (4)
cannot be reduced to zero.

FACTOR (B)

It may appear that this factor can easily be reduced
to zero and offers the best solution to our problem. Careful
study, however, will show that this is not the case. Local author-
ities have already called upon all enemy nationals to voluntarily
surrender their guns, pistols and swords. There are some who feel
that this move insures our security. Before reaching such a con-
clusion, we should exsmine the great variety of means which may

!ﬁ8.-
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THE JAPANESE IN HAWALI

THE THREAT ANALYZED

(Continued)

be employed to aid the enemy.

(1) Deadly weapons

P
B

Including swords, knives, rifles,
revolvers, pistols, shotguns, ete.
(Many of these have been surrendered,
but no careful and wide-spread ground-
search has been made to determine
whether still larger numbers of these
weapons remain in the hands of un-
known local inhabitents.

(2) Demolition materials

Such as dynemite, black powder.
These may exist in quantities
throughout the Territory.

(3) Incendisries

Used either for destruction, to
create panic and confusion, or to
guide the enemy in an air attack;
embrace gasoline, oil and bonfires
of any inflemmable substance. (To
guarentee against the lighting of
fires, every match would have to be
confiscated. )

(4) Signalling the enemy

By means of rockets, fire-works,
Very pistols, magnesium {lares,

searchlights, photo-flash bulbs

and radio transmitters.

(5) Destructive tools

Axes, crowbars, heavy wrenches,
pliers, machetes, or even auto-
mobiles and trucks.

(6) Propagenda aiding the enemy

Spread by means of mimeograph
machines, printing presses, loud
speskers, or by word of mouth.

(7) Contamination of food and water

By poison or bacteria. These
means may be employed by hand

-9
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THE JAPANESE IN HAWALI

THE THRILAT ANALYZED
(Continued)

pumps attached to any watver feucet.

These are the means by which the enemy could
be aided. It is perfectly obvious that the local inhabi-
tants can not be deprived of most of these wespons, and it
is therefore woncluded that Factor (B) can not be reduced
to zero.

FACTOR (C)

What is the possibility of reducing Faector (C)
to zero, i.e., removing all opportunity to threaten our se«
eurity? These opportunities are many, far too meny to be
1isted here, but the most important rest upon proximity to
vital areas and asccess to vital areas. '

At present there are hundreds of enemy nationals
living and working a few hundred foet from militery and naval
establishments. Thousands of enemy nationals live and work
in close proximity to vitel power, communications and public
utilities installations.

Seversl hundred of the Japanese race daily gain ac-
cess as workers to military and neval projects of the highest
importence. To remove all opporitunity for attack against
those points, it would be necessary to:

(1) COreate restrioted zones about all points
of militery importance, including each of
the above~-mentioned objoetives.

(2) Deny all enomy nationals employment in,
and access to, all places of military im-
portanoce.

(3) Guard each vital point so heavily as to
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THE . JAPANESE IN HAWAII

THE THREAT ANALYZED
(Continued)

be able to resist attack by any forces
whieh might be mustered against it.

While restrieted zones may be and should be estab-
lished around certain wvital areass, it would be oxtremely dif-
Picult to execlude all of the Japanese race from employment on
defense projects, it would not be possible to guard each
point so heavily as to resist attack by any combination of
disloyal forces,
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In a situation of this kind the disloyal clements
would have the choice of points of attack, and therefore might
bring to bear upon any given point an overwhelming superiority
of numbers and arms. To avert this threat simply by strengthen~
ing guards about sach sitrategic objective would require such a
large part of the Hawaiian Department as to cripple our defenses
against an ipvading force. It seems clear that we can not hope
to solve our problem simply by depriving potential fifth colum-
nists of all opportunity to do harm.

Therefore, it is concluded that Factor (C) can not bo
reduced to zero.

CONCLUSION

We must, therefore, conclude that this problem can
not be solved Olthur by erbitrary and wholesale attempts to _
sequestrate all potential enemies, or by depriving them of all %
means to do harm, or by denying thnm the ¢ pportunity to attack !
points of strategic importance.

This conclusion should be no cause for discouragement.
To discover what measures are not possible or practicable is a
step forward towards the final solution of the problem, as we
shall attempt to demonstrate.
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" qHE JAPANESE IN HAWATIL

I .
WHAT CAN BE DONE?

The threat remains the ssme as before. It still
mist be removed. Only onc method remains whiech holds a pro-
miso of success. It is,%to atteck all three factors simultan-
cously in such a way as Tto obtain a maximum protection for
military end naval esteblishments with a minimum sconomic dis-
location. '
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This method demands an entirely different approach.
It requires that we abandon all thought of wholesale and indis-
oriminate measures. It calls for intelligent differontiation
botween the wvarious groups of the local Japanese. It demands
that wo distinguish between real dengers and nebulous fears.
1t requires an accurato evaluation of the relative vulnerability
of defense establishments,

In'short, it substitutes knowledge for guesswork.
This can be accomplished. The plan entails:

(a) The custodial detention of .all those
known or strongly suspected to be dan-
gerous . 1

(b) The discovery and confiscation of the
most harmful of the weapons which might
be used against us.

(¢) The establishment of narrow restricted
zones end reasonable strengthening of
the guard about vital and strategic points.

I is firmly believed that this combined method may
bo carried out in such & way as to achieve almost 100 percent
SGoUrity Without sorious disruption of The intornal structure
of the lslands.

12w
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THE JAPANESE IN HAWAII

’H OW CAN I T BE DONE ?l
J

i

Let us first consider Faotor (A). It is entirely
possible, even probable, that the dangerous pro-Jepencse may
be reduced moye than 90 percent by the custodial detention of
approximetely 1 percent of the population. To achieve this re~
sult it is only necessary to know which among the local popula=-
tion are evilly disposed.

There are many who regard the loyalty of the local
Japerese as a mybterious, urfathomable, unknown quentity. Noth-
ing could be further from the truth. Patriotism is not a theory.
It is o condition which may be determined by investigation and
study. It is only ignorance which has forced us, in the past, to
speculate cndlessly upon the loyalty of ouy own citizens.,

At present, theanks to the work done by Intelligence,
this ignorance has been largely dispelled. TVie are now able to
state, with some degree of certainty, thet a majority of tho lo-
cal Japenese are loyal. and we are further able to indlcate
which of the local Jepanesc may be disposed to ald the enemy.

More then six hundred persons have already been placed
in custodial detention. This does not, however, represent all,
or even a majority, of those who endanger our internal security.
It is estimated that an additional 1500 must be placed in deten-
tion before Factor (A) has been reduced to innocuous proportions.
Once this has boen done, our potential enemies in the Islands will
have been deprived of their leadership and can be controlled by
conservative moasures.

Those measures apply particulerly to the older aliens.
Of those, the aged and infirm may be restricted to their ploaces
of abode. The agricultural workers mey be restricted to the
plantations and rural arcas where they work (with plantation mana-
gers jointly responsible for enforecing those restrictions), with-
out curtailing their productive capacity.

Special provisions for the disposition of active aliens
in business and Kibei must be made. The Kibei are those born in

“]l 8w
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THE JAPANESE IN HAWAIT

HOW AN I T BE DONE?

the Islands end returrded to Japan for all or part of their
education. Many of those will have to be interned for tho
duration. '

Ls o final insurance against disloyal and subver=
sive activity, Japanese undercover agents must be distributed
widely smong the local population to give prompt warning of
any attempt at organization by disaffected eleoments.
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The above suggestions apply partiocularly to Oahu.
It is acknowledged that the population of the other Islands
contains a mmeh highor percentage of pro-Jdepanese. They do
not, however, threaten the seocurity of Poarl Harbor, and their
insular isolation greatly restricts their opportunity to aid
the enemy. The obvious answer to this threat is heavily
strengthening the guard about the few points of strategic im=-
portance (such as Meui Air Base) on outlying islands, and
gtrengthening their inshore patrols o provent direct commu-
nication with the enomy. ‘

PaCTOR (B)

Wo have already shown that we cannot hope to deprive
the local population of all possible means of aiding the enemy.
But we can, by careful organization and hard work, groatly ro=-
duce the number of most dangerous weapons now in thoelr possos- - l
sion.

s —

The most dangerous weapon of all is the secret redio
transmitter. One of these may wvery well cost us one or more
ships; a convoy attacked; or gulde another air attack against
Oahu. Can the Army, Navy, FBI, or FCC give the Commsndor-in-Chicf ;
positive assurance that no such station is now being operatsd from |
these Islands?

Qur next objective should be caches of arms and emmuni-
tion. We dare not be satlsfied by the ordered surrender of such
woapons. Except for one raid on same of the logcal Buddhist

Er——— T
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THE JAPANESE IN HAWALI

;
HOW CAN IT BE DONE ?

!

qs oot

and Shinto shrines, neo organized search of likely hiding
places has been made. Widewspread ground searches are indi-
cated.

In sddition to the ebove, vigorous searches should
be made for high oxplosives and quantities of poisonous sub-
stances (several tons of arsenicals are known to be stored
in the Islands where they are used as insecticides).

FACTOR (0)

e have socon that all opportunity to threaten our
internal security cannot be removed.

Nevertheless, we can groeatly reduce the opportunity

to do harm by measures which will not seriously cripple our

,,,,,,

own economic life. These MOOEUres are asﬁfollow&:

1. The tobal evacuation of certain areas.

As_an example we may cite the all-
important Northorn shore of Bast
Loch, extending from Alea to Pearl
City. This area is unguarded. It
18 inhabited by Japanese families,
and offers an unequalled view and
access to Pearl Harbor propor, which
serves as anchorage for units afloat.
This area includes the Viaiau power
plant, which eontributes power for
Honolulu and Pearl Harbor. Approx-
imately 40 Japanese families live
within 200 yards of the plant. This
oentire area should be evacuated as
far as tho Koamehameha Highway.

w15 -
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THE JAPANTSE IN HAWAII

S

4.

PACTOR (C)
(Continued)

The "establishment of narrow restricted

zones about points of military importance.

These zones would greatly increase
the security of vulnerable points
by providing grester distance to

be traversed by an attacking force
and greater opportunity for defen=-
sive gun-fire., In thinly populated
areas such as surround Kaneohe, the
zone could be a halfemlile wide. In
congested areas, such as the indus-
trial waber-front, the zome could be
extended to half the width of the
street.

The increnscd employment of mechanical

SSNUDIY [euoieN ay) 10 SBUIP|OH pelisse|oa(] / PaliSSejoun aU Wol) paanpoidey

bar~

riors (berricades and barbed wire.)

These measures aro already employed,
to some extent. They can very prof-
itably be extended to cover many ad-
ditional points. Certain installa-

tions, such as large electric trans-

formers, which are vulnerable to rifle

fire, should be enclosed in sand-bag
walls.

Strongthening of guards at vital points.

It is suggested that the apportion-
ment and disposition of our present
guards be carefully reviewed. Some
relatively unimportant points appear
to be heavily puarded, while other,
more vital, places are virtually un-

guarded. A case in point 1s the very

vnlnorable gasoline and oil supply
lines in and about the industrial

water-front (Pier 30). Abt present it
is entirely possible for sabobeurs to

set o large portion of this water-
front on fire.

It is felt that the increase, by 50 .

- 16 -
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THE JAPANESE IN HAWAII

FACTOR (¢)
(Continued)

percent, of the number of avail-
able puards is not a prohibitive
price to pay as a contribution to-
ward tho successful solution of
the Japanosc throeat.

AMBRICAN CITIZENS OF JAPANESE DESCENT IN THE ARMED
FORCES
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These citizens ropresent an important part of the
local Japanese problem. &8s o potenbial throat to inbernal
security they are part of Factor (4), Factor (B), and Factor
(C). That is to say, some of them may be pro-Japencse - many
of them have weapons - and most of them will have opportunity
to do harm.

The entire group should, therefore, be romoved as
threats to security.

Not, however, by a process of demobilization! That

has been Tried with the Hawaii Territorial Guard, and it is
believed to have proven a serious mistake!

SOLUTION

<o e T Doy

There appears to bo only one practical and feasible
solution for both the former membors of the H.T.G. and for those
American~Japanese now inducted into the regular Army, It is not
& new solubion, but one as old as the Roman Empire. It is the
solution which has been effectively adopted by nearly every na-
tion in Burope with respect to thelr minority populations.

It is to enlist these people as regular troops, to ex-
press perfect confidence in their loyalty, deal with thom honestly
and frankly, and transport them to other theatres of war, whoere
their physical characteristics will not serve to confuse our own
troops and endanger thoir personal safety. -

- 17 -
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- THE JuPaNESE IN HAWAII

SQLUTION
(Continued)

Thot will we gain from this progrem? To begin with,
“we will be following the American plan which forbids racial dis-

crimination. Seccondly =- we will restore to several thousand
young American citizens their selferespect and the right to
defond their country. Thirdly - by sending these men to war
with all honors and colors flying, we will ensure the wholo-
hoarted support of their families and friends who are left
behind. It is the writer's opinion, and this opinion is
shared by those who know the Japanese psychology best, that
no alien in this Territory, whose son or grandson is fighting
for the United Stabes, will 1ift his hand agoinst that nation.
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The cost and difficulty of transporting these troops
to the Mainland, and thence to Ireland, Africa or France will
be insignificant in comparison with the advantages gained.

Tho Gormens used Lorrainers against Russia, not against
France; The Austrians used Czech soldiers against Italy, not
against Russia; the Hungarians used Transylvenians against
Ttalians, rathor than against Roumanians - and we nay profit
by their example and use our own Japanese citizens against Gor-
many, rather than against Japan.

If this proposal were followed, 1t is predicted that
o wave of relief and enthusiasm would immedietely manifest
itself among the local population. A good rule to follow with
the Japanese is, "Always give him a chance to save his face."

DUAL CITIZENSHIP

of our own citizens, The uninformed feel that this duality of

citizenship denotes divided loyalty. This is not true. Dual

citizenship is merely a legal technicallty forced upon our own

citizens by Japanese laws ~ and its effect upon their fidelity
‘o the United States is negligible.

¥
: , €
Much has been said about the dual-citizenship of many E

—————
.
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THE JAPANESE IN HAWALI

PREREQUISITES FOR SOLUTION

"0F JAPANESE PROBLEM

No matter what effort is made to solve this problem

there are certain fundamental requirements which must be mot.

They are

American

s Qollowsa

—

1. THonest and straightforward dealing with Japaneso-
citizens, o ’ S

‘.directed

No pretexts, tricks or deception must be allowed
to destroy the faith which these citizens have in the
United States Govermment. Rightly or wrongly, tho
young men who were sent home from the Hewail Territor-
ial Guard to mumble shome-faced explanations to their
parents and friends feel keonly that they are the viee
tims of decepbion and discriminatory treatment. We
have enough enemies hore now; let us not meke morc.

2. A positive program of Americanization should bo
at the local population.

There are only three kinds of people. They are
either for us, against us, or on the fence, We should
do something more to bring the latter over to our side.
No public, intelligent, vigorous or sustained effort
to enlist the sympathy and support of the Japanese in
these Islands has yot beon made. The enemy has not
been so neglectful - overy night his radio propagands
pours into Hawaii to reach the ears of hundreds of
Jopanese who, hungry for their own language, defy
the Army edict and huddle about illiecit receiving
sebs,

Can we any longer afford to neglect a weapon
which the enemy has found to be effective?

A well-administered program of Americanization,
ubilizing the English and Jepanese newspapers, dJapancse

language broadeasts, publlc speeches, the Japanese Cham-

ber of Commerce, local radio, music and drematic talent
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could, very possibly, transform the local Japanese
populatlon from their present apathetic, bewildered

and apprehensive stato into a hopeful and enthusi-

astic crowd of true Americans,

3., Clearly defined and well-understood division of

responsibility between the several departments of government,

In the past the confusion arising from poorly
delimited spheres of authority has been & handicap
to the solution of the Japanese problem. There has
stretched botween tho various services veritable no-
man's lands in which nothing was done. These twilight
zones of debatable jurisdiction have obscured some of
the most important internal security problems on the
Island, emong which may be mentioned - the Japanese
families living on ground immediately adjacent to
Pearl Harbor, the protection of the very vulnerable
and valuable water-front facilities, the detection
and suppression of all illegal radio transmitting sto-
tions, and the adoption of constructive imericaniza-
tion programs.

4, The responsibility for solving the Japanese prob-

lem in Hawaii should only be given to those who understand the

psychology of the Japanese and their local enviromment.

In the wrong hands, the problem may easily bew-
come aggravated rather than solved.

C. H. COGGINS
Lieutenant Commander (MC) VU.S.N.
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