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Yemorandum for Director, Centrel Division

Subjeet: Determination of Navy's Policy Relatiw to
Eumploynent of U.8. Citisens of Japanese
Aucsstry in Haval Establishment, and as Sesmen on
Herchant Vessels Under Contrel of the United
States.

1. It is nquuud that steps be taken to determine the
Navy's policy relatiwe to the employment of U.5. citisens of
Japanese ancestry in the Nawval Establishment and az seamen on

| Merchant Vescels under contrel of the Unitad States.

2. © Bxeoution of the progrem of the Wer Beloestion
Mthority of releasing such citizene from the warious Relocation
Centera, the request of the Yar Shipping Administretion and the
need for meximum utilisation of man powsr availsble throughout
the nation generally have brought this question forward to a
point where it ie deessd sdvisable that a deternination of pelicy
be made as A gulde for future astion.

3. Fasctors involved inciundei

{8} Determination of the layalty of such citiszans
o tr'hﬂ"_ﬁ;s?w

(b} Action of the Japanese-Amerivan Joint Board in
relsasing certain persons in this category for
. employment in plants and facilitles
“important to the war effort.

(e} FPresensce of combat units of such citisens in the
.8, Army and employsent of such persons in the
Wlitary Esxtablishoent in oivilian oapscities.

{d) T™m mling of the Passpori Diviaion of the
S%ate Departmont that such citisene shall not
ahip forelgn in vessels of the lerchant Harime

when not in physical posssssion of o vaiid seamen's
passport. (State has so far not imsued seamen's
passports to auy ooe ~ Japsnese or otherwise.)

(@) The desire of T3A to utilize all asvailisble persens
to nan vessels under its control.
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(£} The announced policy of the President of

. avoiding discriminstion agninst Amerioan
citizens on pacial) grounds. .

{g) ‘e attitude of U.5. Naval Coemanders of
Farces Af)oai, espectally in sctive war
operation areas, towerd pamitting such
pearsons serving in Nerchant vessels which
perforce must be in Antimete contect with
the Fleel and over—seas Nawval Shore Bases.

{h) The possibility of such persens being industed
by Selective Service and being alloted to fill
Havy's quota of enlisted men. - .

(1) The fact thst some persons in this category

- hawe shipped and are shipping for coast-wise
voyages in merchant vessels.

(3} The poasible danger of persons in this sategory
being subjected to pressure from enexy agents
in foreign ports, which might be ports of exll
for vesssls not in foreign trede but which might
be direrted in accordance with the needs of Fleet
Bervice,

(k) The fact the Civil Servise Commission is
certifyin; such persons for employnent in Pederal
War Agencies.

(1) Te fact the Civil Aeronmutica Authority {Dept.
of Commerce) permits them to work on certain
ailrport projects.

oo It has not bean brought directly to iseue in the
courts, tut Supreme Court decisions on collateral issues indicate that
Agancies barring such peremns from sctivities in which ether loyal
.8, citizens engage solely on the grounds of ancestry would have
8 heavy burden of proof to bear in deferding a challange brought in
the c¢ivil courts.

Se in view of the problem having raaifications affecting
so asny units of the Mavy, it is recommended that a gannrsal conference
be had on the subfect. Favy units most directly affected are, of
course, Op~30, Op~16, Pureau of Naval Persoenel, Cominch, and Shore
Fatablishuents Division, Secretary's Offlce, . s uscg)

Dictated 9 Nov. 1943 B.F. Schuirmann
Dictated By Capt. Wharton Hear Admira), U.8. Nawy
Typed by R.B.Jackson Drecter of Nuval Intelligence
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