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HVMORANDUY FOR: mﬂﬁﬁwﬁ OF HAVAL ITHURLLIGFNCE,
Subjanis Nepatriation of Givilians end privoners of war,
de In eonnestion with the approval of & “"pusnary of steps toeken

by the Depariment of State in behell of AMneriven natlonsls in Japanese
oustody”, Coptein Wldredge wae Informed that the Kavy recoumended
deletion of the following sentence in one parageaphs

tPurtharmore, 44 da 8 sajor objeotive of warfare Lo
daplete ap rapidly ae possible the forces of the eneny and
4% has so Lfoar beon deomed inezpeiient for militeyy reasons
o propose the mlmw and retorn of able-bodied pas*immm
Cooft-wapsto-

B In ny rvelations with the Btate Department on this subjeat, I
have never indloated eny polioy thad we would not weloose an exchenge of
prisonors of war with the Japanese L0 ouch gould be avvanged, or that we
would place any rvestrlotions on such sn exchangs 1€ 1% should beoone
praoticable.

e Por that reason, I discussed the mabbter with Admiral Bdwards
this worning, and at his direotion, with Adwivel King, sho stated
clearly that no restrictions were to be lald down which would prevenh
any possible return of Amevricen prisonsrs of war frop the cugiody of the
JEPANGHG. ‘

Ao . I opder that thers could be ne mmm@ made by the War Depagge
mant oy the Stete Department soncerning the Hew's asttitude, T as this
date informing both ¥r. Precvkineldge Tong and Mejor General vhibe that
the Havy's polioy on these mattors is to fapllitate any precticeble
exchangs or rveturn of Awevioon prismers of war from Jupaness oy other
mustody, and that no yestricetions will be leid down.

e Ao the 0ffles of Haval Intelllgenve haw a direct conneotion
with the War Deperlaondt in copneotion with suoh matiers, 1t fs suggested
that you arpange to communicate this policy to Hojor Genersl Strong.
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Plense roube to wXl interested, inoluding 16-B.
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feputriation. Senate hes baon heving oo fofornsl hemrdng

on repateiation exobnoge of prisoners ato. B%ute Dapt.
prapaved for thile Comsdtbes b statessnt of wist had been

dang o seoure excheoge of prisoners, gist of extstiog
sonventlons on wublost ehe. Yo thin statoront appesred o
aontunoe which o effeot staded the U2, Bliltayy oppowed
the sxohange of able bodied Pu%. %8, Dusis fov this stabe
woent was thet O.8.0. objeoted to exchanging Ay submsrlog

Petie  Adue Nhog stoates Nevy Deph. will not oppone exvhange

of any Frisoners of Wur snd $his bevoues the polioy.
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