From: Commander, Naval Security and Investigative Command
Subj: Bulletin

There is a need for enhancing communications between headquarters and the field offices of this
Command. We can satisfy this need and increase our effectiveness in serving the Department of

the Navy by selectively publishing information of interest to the members of the Naval Security and
Investigative Command. This bulletin is intended for use by all hands.

hn E. Gordon,

Rear Adm, AGC, USN

THE NIS IN VIETNAM

S/A Lance Arnold (above left), S/A Ted Hicks (below left) and S/A Bill Worochock (right) served
tours of duty in Vietnham as NIS Special Agents.
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trips to the field and I've been very impressed with
what I've seen. Oneofthetlumslhavebeenrrost
lmpressed with is your willingness to do what is

necessary to get the job done.

That willingness seems to be a common trait in this
Command, so 1t is no surprise that many of the articles
contained in this issue reflect that. In one article
you have the example of NIS personnel who volunteered to
go to Vietnam; in another you have the example of a
secretary at NISRO Europe who was willing to work
during the holidays in order to pr0v1de much needed
administrative support to a major esplonage
investigation.

It 1s called "dedication." It is paid for in terms
of time away from home, family and friends. And it is
evident throughout this Command, from Special Agents
Afloat to watchstanders working around the clock in the
Anti-Terrorist Alert Center.

That is why the holidays are an especially
appropriate time to recognize all of you who have given
so much of your time to this Command and your country.
You and people like you have made it possible for the
people of this nation to enjoy these holidays with their

family and friends, according to their own beliefs and
traditions.

Thank you for everything you have done and may all
of you have a happy holiday.




U S. NAVAL INVESTIGATIVE SERVICE

OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR

As 1987 draws to a close, we can be justifiably proud
of another outstanding year of service to the military
and civilian commnities which we serve and protect.
Thanks to each and every one of you, we have made
heretofore unknown strides in the various mission areas
of the Naval Investigative Service.

We have reduced the incidence of serious crime by our
pursuit of criminal activity before it becomes known to
a camplainant. Our recoveries in the arena of property
crimes has never been higher in dollar value. Our
resolution of crimes of violence has been near total.
Our efforts in cambatting fraud in the procurement
process have resulted in arrests, convictions, fines and
recoveries which are truly commendable. It has placed
NIS at the forefront of the Govermment's efforts in this

regard.

In the counterintelligence side of the house, we have
continued our aggressive pursult of those who would
cammit espionage against the United States. In a recent
meeting of CI officials in Washington, a senior official
of a counterpart agency noted publicly that in the last
five years, NIS has identified more espionage subjects
and been responsible for more convictions under the
esplionage statutes than all other federal agencies
combined!

The efforts of the ATAC are recognized as the best in
the business. Personnel of 21, 26, 27 and 29 have made

superb contributions to a more secure Department of the
Navy.

At the same time, we have been the object of
unjustified media criticism for our handling of the
Moscow embassy investigations. I reaffirm to you that
all hands did an excellent job in these cases and in our
continuing pursuit of espionage at our diplomatic
establishments.




I urge you to aggressively continue your professional
pursuit of our investigations and related operations.
Whether you be a special agent or security specialist,
administrative staff or technician, you are the best and
I thank you, one and all for your contributions this
past year and look forward to working with you
throughout 1988. A most happy and healthy holiday
season to you and your families and a New Year filled

with good fortune and professional rewards to our many
challenges.

Best regards,

N7 e

. Brian McKee
Director
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By S/A Bill Biscomb

The movie marquee read "Full Metal
Jacket". I asked the ticket quy 1if
the film was any good. He proceeded
to tell me that it is the best Vietnam
war movie yet.

I responded, "I'll let you Know
after I come out...
Some time ago,
about NIS service in 'Nam said, "The
organization and new agents don't want
to hear about Vietnam. They want to

know about Red Blanket."l

I have to disagree on both counts.
I can't believe Career Services
considers Vietnam service just another
unaccompanied tour.

Believe me when I say there 1s no
comparison between a year in Vietnam
and a carrier tour, or a Red Blanket
detail, or an assigmment to Bobsled.
A newly hired agent probably never
heard of Red Blanket, but he or she 1is
certainly aware of the country's
involvement in Vietnam.

Just the other day, a young agent
(they all seem young these days), when
hearing I was there, asked what cases
I worked in NISRA Danang. I told him,
"Narcotics, black market money
exchange and fraggings".

But I do not intend to give a
history lesson about NIS 1n Vietnam.
Rather, first let me glve you an
insight 1into those agents who
volunteered for twelve months for an
unaccompanied tour 1n a combat zone,
whether assigned to NISRA Saigon or
NISRA Danang. Since there were no
female agents assigned there, I will
be using the male gender throughout
the rest of this article.

Some agents volunteered 1n order to
leave a NISRA where they were doing

3 Red Blanket was the code name for
a protective service detail in Italy.

4

NIS Special Agents who served in
Vietham for one year received the
civilian Vietnam Service Medal

shown above. The background is
dark blue with yellow and red

stripes.
background 1nvestigations, asking
fifty times a day, "Is he honest,
loyal, trustworthy, and would Yyou
reconmend him for a position of
trust"? (The rough notes read, "HLT

. ) Others volunteered for the
opportunity to be reassigned to a
NISRA of their choice if and when they
made 1t back alive. To be candid,
organizational promises to return an
agent to the office of his choice were
not always Kkept. Still others,

(Continued)



perhaps a little gqullibly, believed it
when told that such a tour would
certainly be "career enhancing".

‘

...Such a tour would certainly
be "career enhancing".

“

There were those who volunteered to
get away from a new marriage gone
sour, or from an old marriage gone
stale. Vietnam held the prospect of
excltement, danger, interesting work,
overseas travel. Additionally, there
was additional premium pay at a time
when there was none (and later only
10%). At a time when many agents were
making less than five figures, this
pay 1ncrease was the big selling point
for some agents who were hard pressed
financially.

The prospects I mentioned quickly
became reality. Overseas travel
usually began from Travis AFB in
California. After -a . tiring. MAC
flight.. . PAN-AM. 1o . frills...the
bleary-eyed S/A found himself 1in
steamy, stinking downtown Saigon. No
one was there to meet me at Tan Son

Nt Aarport. I figured out how to
use the phone system and called NISRA

Saigon.
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In a short while a big quy strode in
armed with his issue .357 magnum on
his belt. This was a mild shock since
In those days it was a no-no to
display a weapon. A GS-11 1like
myself, he introduced himself as Don
Webb. Did I mention excitement? That
began with the drive from the airport
to the NISRA. I believe this
introduction to Vietnam is more or
less typical.

AT the  NISRD, "the upper hall: of
one's credentials were removed...the

part that boldly proclaims "Naval
Intelligence”...and kept = Eor
safekeeping for 12 months. It was

explained that this was a precaution
to prevent being shot as a spy in the
eventuality of capture by the enemy.
The agent next was issued a laminated
card 1dentifying the bearer (in
English and Vietnamese) as a non-
combatant. The thought occurred that
probably "Charlie" could not read

elther English nor Vietnamese. For
the reader, "Charlie" was the generic

name for members of the North
Vietnamese Army (NVA) and Viet Cong
(Victor Charlie in the phonetic

alphabet, hence "Charlie" for short).
The thought also occurred to most of

us that we certainly did not look like

a non—combatant dressed in fatiques

(Continued)

BADGE AND CREDENTIALS ISSUED TO S/A BISCOMB IN VIETNAM
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THE HISTORY OF THE CREDENTIAL CLIP

One way of spotting NIS Special Agents who served in Vietnam is by their credential

clips. These clips, like those pictured above at left, were originally money clips given
away by tailors and other merchants in Bangkok, Thailand, to customers who purchased

their goods. They became a popular litem with NIS Special Agents in Vi.etnan.'\, like
S/A Lance Arnold in the picture above at right, who used them as credential clips.

sans 1nsignia, armed with a pistol and
rifle, protected by a helmet and flak
jJjacket. In fact, when the agent went
outside the city limits, he looked
exactly like an E-1 grunt, albeit
older and somewhat better smelling.

I mentioned danger earlier. Realize
that our "customers" came to the
interview armed to the teeth. At the
NISRA, they had to be convinced to
leave thelr weapons at the door. In
the field enviromment it was another
matter. We had to watch out for
danger from friendly forces as much as
from enemy forces. After all, we
posed as much a threat as the enemy to
the doper or black marketeer. Then
there was the ever-present danger from
rocket attack, which was
indiscriminate. The incoming rocket
was not aware of our non-combatant
status, however dignified by our
laminated card. "Same-same" for a
land mine or anti-personnel mine, AKA
booby trap.

I can vividly recall occasions when
Marines or Army soldiers shook their
heads 1n total disbelief at seeing two

NIS agents ride out of the city 1n a
jeep with only small arms and a small
prayer to protect us.

As far as mentioning interesting
investigations, they came on a daily
basis. There were no PIO's
(Preliminary Investigation Only).
There were cases of atrocities (7H),
rapes of South Vietnamese women at
field locations you never heard of
(8F), dollar-piastre-MPC (military
payment certificate) conversion
schemes (6C), toss the grenade at
sarge (7G), and drug cases ad nauseun.

There were surveillances and
searches, arrests and convictions.
There were reports to write and leads
to send back to '"the land of the big
PX." One day you were in a jeep
heading for a Marine tank battalion,

the next 1n a helicopter bound for an
advanced tactical base.

The following week you were in a YFU
heading up the coast to a swift boat
base, and next you were flying out to
a carrier 1n the Gulf of Tonkin

because a message arrived saying the
(Continued)



captaln requested NIS agent assistance

(such messages always neglected to say

why and were devoid of details).

You can get those who were there to
tell you about the steak cook-cuts .
the poker games, the hard drinking,
the jungle-rules volleyball games, the
R & R trips to Hong Kong or Bankok, or
other "good times". I won't attempt
to steal their stories. They got them

the old fashioned way...they earned
themn.

The cadre of those agents with 84SV
and 84DV on their Personnel Management
System data sheets 1s dwindling.
Among themselves, they know one
another. They are GM15's and GS-12's,

and grades 1n between. They are on
the street and they are behind desks.
But they equally share the Vietnam
Experience.

They are lifetime members of an
elite-~elyh within- - an elife
organization. There are no membership
dues...they have already paid their
dues. Some would do it all over

again. Others would definitely do it
differently. All agree the experience
1s unforgettable.
miracle, astounding to
those who were there, is that all of
No NIS Special Agent was
killed in Vietnam!

The Author

William M. Biscomb has been a |
NIlS. Special "Agent for 20 years,
Sserving in 10 different |
components. "He has been a
S rieet agentn. a NISRU
representative, an Assistant |
Special Agent-in-Charge, twice a
Special Agent-in-Charge, and '
Assistant Redgional Director for

and has held various
positions at Headquarters. He 1s
currently the Assistant
General at NIS.

Operations,

Inspector

END OF THE TOUR

S/A Bill Biscomb, at right, is congratulated by S/A Allan Kersenbrock after receiving

the civilian Vietnam Service medal.

S/A Kersenbrock was the Supervising Agent (the

equivalent of the RDO today) of NISO Vietnam. Looking on is Cmdr. Donn Burrows, USN,

the Commanding Officer of NISO Vietnam.
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THE AMMO DUMP IN DANANG EXPLODES IN 1969

For most members of the Naval
Investigative Service who served 1n
Vietnam, the beginning of one of the
most memorable and sometimes
frightening experiences of their lives
began Jjust outside Sacramento,
California, at Travis Air Force Base.

Two who made that trip were Mr.
Steve Argubright, a retired Navy
camander who now works in the NIS
Counterintelligence Directorate, ard
NIS Special Agent Charles A. "Chuck"
Palmer, who is now a supervisor in the
NIS telecommnications division.
Fram June 1970 to June 1971,

Mr.

8

(Photo courtesy of S/A Lance Arnold)

A LOOK BACK AT
NISO VIETNAM

Argubright served as the executive
officer of what was then known as the
U.S. Naval Investigative Service
Office Vietnam. During the same
period, S/A Palmer was a lieutenant
junior grade who served first as the
administrative officer and then as an
officer-agent.

"Chuck and I flew over together on a
MAC flight out of Travis, to Hawaili,
then to Clark Airfield in the
Philippines, and then on to Tan Son
Nhut," Mr. Argubright recalled. "It
took about 16 hours and was a very

(Continued)




"Normally when gquys came 1into
Vietnam they came to Saigon first to
get acclimated to the climate," Mr.
Argubright said. "Then went out to the
various regions where they were
assigned, Danang, Binh Thuy, Nah Bay,
or wherever."

Some of the memorable landmarks in
Salgon included the Continental Palace

"Wwhen we arrived we were met by and the Caravelle Hotel, which were
(Gndr.) Donn Burroughs, who was the holdovers from the old French colonial
cammanding officer of the NISO, and days and, of course, the infamous Tu
(Lt.) Stan Zapatka, and some other Do Street.

people. They took us into Saigon,
where we dumped our stuff. We were
like zombies because we had been
traveling so long. We stayed in the
Five Oceans BOQ in Cholon, the Chinese
district of Saigon, about a block and
a half from the office.

"T was so tired, so whipped, that I
Jjust crashed. The next morning
someone sald there had been a rocket
attack during the night and asked me
1f T had heard them. I said 'No, what
rockets?' "

At that time, the Saigon office
consisted of three officers, six Navy
enlisted personnel and approximately SR — - | ~-
10 NIE SUOINL NS, iy, B THE CONTINENTAL PALACE

s AEPERIES- "The Continental Palace and the
Caravelle were right across the street
from each other," Mr. Argubright said.
"They were some of the older, more
established hotels that had been there
for a long time and were located
fairly close to the National Assembly
building. They were gathering spots
and watering holes for a 1lot of
correspondents and war reporters who
came 1Into Saigon to file their
stories. A number of news bureaus had
offices set up in the area. It was a
well known spot to meet people.

"Tu Do street was a combination of
many things. It had many vendors and
peddlers, lots of colorful wares, a
lot of night clubs and restaurants.
Of course there were other people who
had other things they were peddling
and you could get anything on Tu Do
street you wanted ...for a price."

Although Mr. Argubright spent most
of his time at the office in Saigon,
he did same traveling in the field.

"I went to Nah Bay, Cam Ranh Bay and
Danang. (NIS Special Agent) Andy
TU DO STREET AND THE Lambert was in Cam Ranh Bay, and (NIS

CARAVELLE HOTEL (Continued)




SPECTAL ANNOUNCEMENT

USNAVINVSERVO VIETNAM

SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT

THE FIRST ANNUAL NISOV CHIEU HOI INVITATIONAL GOLF TOURNAMENT WILL BE
HELD ON 15 OCTAGER 1970 AT THE SAIGON GOLF AND COUNTRY CLUB ( NEAR COMUSMACV
COMPOUND) . REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM, ALL NIS PERSONNEL WITH A REAL SPIRIT OF |
COMPETITION ARE CORDIALLY INVITED. STARTING TIMES WILL BE AVAILABLE AT
SUNRISE. OR AS THE OPERATIONAL SITUATION PERMITS, AND SUBSEQUENT STARTING
TIMES WILL BE SIX MINUTES APART. OR AS INCOMING MORTAR/ROCKET ROUNDS ALLOW. |

IN ORDER THAT TEE, FAIRWAY, GREEN, AND 19TH HOLE ARGUMENTS ARE AVOIDED,
THE FOLLOWING "RULES OF ENGAGEMENT" HAVE BEEN ESTABLISHED, AND ARE IRREFUTABLE:

1. THE WEARING OF SIDEARMS IS PERMISSABLE; EACH GOLFER DESIRING TO DO S0,
HOWEVER, MUST PROCEED TO A PRE-DESIGNATED "SAFE AREA" BEFORE TEEING OFF TO
DEMONSTRATE THAT HIS BACKSWING IS OF SUFFICIENT GRACE TO PRECLUDE INADVERTENT
HARM TO HIMSELF OR OTHERS,

2. THE CARRYING OF AN M-16 IN THE GOLF BAG IS OPTIONAL. SHOULD THIS BE
DONE, HOWEVER, A MAXIMUM OF 13 CLUBS WILL BE ALLOWED AND THE M-16 SHALL NOT
BE USED AS A SUBSTITUTE WOOD, LONG IRON, SHORT IRON, SAND WEDGE, OR PUTTER,

3. OUT-OF-COUNTRY PARTICIPANTS WILL BE GIVEN TOP PRIORITY IN THE SPACE-
AVAILABLE BUNKERS THAT ARE STRATEGICALLY SITUATED THROUGHOUT THE COURSE. FLAK
JACKETS ARE AVAILABLE ON A FIRST-COME-FIRST-SERVE BASIS.

4. ALL GOLFERS WILL BE REQUIRED TO HAVE A CADDY. THE CADDIES ARE
CLASSIFIED AS FOLLOWS:

CLASS A:  HAS HAD EXTENSIVE CADDY EXPERIENCE UNDER COMBAT CONDITIONS,
SPEAKS ENGLISH, IS THOROUGHLY FAMILIAR WITH ALL SAFE AREAS,
BUNKERS, AND SHORT CUTS ON THE COURSE, HAS MET QUARTERLY
M-16 REQUIREMENTS ON THE FIRING RANGE, AND HAS SUCCESSFULLY

COMPLETED AN EXPLOSIVE ORDNANCE DISPOSAL COURSE (EOD). |
FEE: 350 PIASTERS ($2.96)

CLASS B:  HAS HAD LIMITED CADDY EXPERIENCE UNDER COMBAT CONDITIONS,
| SPEAKS VERY LITTLE ENGLISH BUT UNDERSTANDS SIGN LANGUAGE,
IS NOT YET FAMILIAR WITH ENTIRE GOLF COURSE, SKIPPED M-16

PRACTICE THE LAST QUARTER, AND HAS ONLY OBSERVED EOD TRAIN-
ING CLASSES,

FEE: 250 PIASTERS ($2.11)

CLASS C: HAS NO CADDY EXPERIENCE UNDER COMBAT CONDITIONS, SPEAKS NO

ENGLISH AND IS OFFENDED BY SIGN LANGUAGE, HAS NEVER SEEN THE
GOLF COURSE BEFORE, HAS NEVER FIRED A WEAPON OF ANY KIND,

DOES NOT KNOW WHAT "EOD" MEANS, BUT HAS A GREAT DEAL OF IN-
| TESTINAL FORTITUDE,

FEE: 150 PIASTERS ($1.27) PLUS A 50 PIASTER TIP IF CADDY
AND PLAYER SURVIVE THE 18 HOLES.

e ———— =

"RULES OF ENGAGEMENT" FOR GOLF?

After receiving an Invitation to the NIS Headquarters golf tournament, the Special Agents
and staff of NISO Vietnam decided to come up with a comic version of their own.

10




>. SEARCHING FOR LOST BALLS IN THE ROUGH IS STRICTLY PROHIBITED. ONLY

CLASS A CADDIES WILL BE ALLOWED TO DO SO, AND THERE WILL BE AT LEAST ONE WITH
EACH FOURSOME .

6. INDIVIDUAL MINE-DETECTION DEVICES ARE PROHIBITED, AND DEEP DIVOTS WILL
BE TAKEN AT THF GOLFER'S OWN RISK. PLAYERS WILL NOT WALK ONTO A GREEN UNTIL

THE ALL CLEAR SiGNAL IS GIVEN BY THE SENIOR RESIDENT CLASS A CADDY, SUCH A
SIGNAL BEING A LOUD AND CLEAR "QHHH KAY "

/. GOLFERS WILL NOT RETRIEVE THEIR OWN BALL FROM THE CUP; AN EOD
TRAINED CADDY WILL DO SO. CUPS HAVE BEEN KNOWN TO CONTAIN AN ADDED LINING
OF C-4, AND AN OVEREXUBERANT GOLFER COULD DISRUPT EVERYONE'S GAME. 1IN ADD-
ITION, FT IS HIGHLY RECOMMENDED THAT PUTTS NOT BE "RAMMED HOME." SHOULD

THIS BE NECESSARY, A LOUD, ONE-WORD WARNING SUTH AS "SCATTER" SHOULD BE GIVEN.

8. THERE WILL BE NO STROKE HANDICAP AWARDED FOR SCORING COMPUTATION.
ALL LOUSY GOLFERS WILL BE ASSIGNED CLASS A CADDIES, WHILE ALL GOOD GOLFERS
WILL BE ASSIGNED CLASS C CADDIES (THAT IS HANDICAP ENOUGH) GOLFERS WILL
Bt PLACED IN "GOOD" OR "LOUSY" CATEGORIES AS DETERMINED BY SELF-ADMISSIONS,
HEARSAY EVIDENCE, AND INFORMATION PROVIDED BY INFORMANTS. SHOULD THIS PROVE
INADEQUATE, ARRANGEMENTS WILL BE MADE FOR TOM BRANNON TO BE PRESENT,

9. TRANSPORTATION TO AND FROM THE REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM WILL HAVE TO BE
ARRANGED AND PAID FOR BY EACH PARTICIPANT, OR AS "BOONDOGGLING" WILL PERMIT.
IN-COUNTRY TRANSPORTATION WILL BE MADE AVAILABLE BY NISOV THROUGH LIAISON
WITH THE KEROSENE-CYCLO-BURNERS UNION. A SMALL CHARGE, DEPENDING ON THE
TRAVEL DISTANCE INVOLVED AND THE INDIVIDUAL "HAGGLING" ABILITY OF THE PASS-
ENGER, WILL BE REQUIRED.

10, BILLETING WILL BE RESERVED IN ADVANCE AT ONE OF THE MANY SUPERB
HOTELS ON THE "STREET OF FLOWERS" IN DOWNTOWN SAIGON.

11. DUE TO THE AVAILABILITY OF ONLY FIVE CLASS A CADDIES, ONLY THE FIRST
20 GOLFERS TO APPLY WILL BE REGISTERED. APPLICATIONS MUST BE RECEIVED BY
10 OCTOBER, AND SHOULD INCLUDE THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION: NAME, ADDRESS,

TELEPHONE, ETA, NEXT OF KIN.

PRIZES
FIRST PRIZE: FREE HELICOPTER RIDE OVER THE BEAUTIFUL ASHAU VALLEY,

ALL OTHER SURVIVORS: LIFE, LIBERTY, AND THE PURSUIT OF HAPPINESS,

11




different matter.

"Andy lambert was in the officer’s
club in Cam Rahn Bay one night and
decided he'd go back to his office to

work," Mr. Argubright said. "Right
after he left, a VC 120mm howitzer
round hit the club and killed
practically everybody e | A -
destroyed the building."

sametimes even the most innocent
assigmments could cause problems.
Then-1t. (j.g.) Palmer, for instance,
had majored in Police Science at New
Mexico State, and was pressed into
service as an officer-agent at NISRA
Saigon, utilized as an agent 1in the
field. It was in Vietnam that he
learmned an important lesson.

"The SAC, Fred Givens, had a lead
fram Rota Spain," Special Agent Palmer
said. "I've never forgiven Rota for
this. I had to go out and interview a
gquy about a pallet of bedsheets that

HuP.

Da Nang

Pleiku Qui

Kl Nhon
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@ Dalat

Nha Trang @

Cam Ranh.
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Bien

Hoa
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-
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y L7,

[t Steve Argubright, at left, after receiving

the Bronze Star Medal, and Lt. (j.g.) Chuck
pPalmer after receiving the Navy Commendation

Medal in Vietnam.

supposedly disappeared while he was a
master-at-arms in Rota.

"The guy was assigned to a little
forward boat base, up in the Parrot's
Beak area, right near Cambodia. It
was about 60 or 70 miles away, but it

he didn't remember much about a pallet

of sheets. I took a brief statement,
and when I say brief, I mean Jjust a
couple of paragraphs."

When he returned to the office,
Special Agent Givens took one look at
the scanty statement and ordered the
aspiring young agent back out into the
field to take a "proper" statement.
This time, however, the trip to
Parrot's Beak wasn't as easy.

"There was gunfire all over the
place," Special Agent Palmer recalled.
'"We went through rubber plantations
and on either side there were rows and
rows of rubber trees. At an oblique
angle you couldn't see because they
were soO dense. Then we came to a
polnt where there had Jjust been a
firefight. Along the side of the road
were same dead VC (Viet Cong) and same
RVN (Republic of Vietnam) soldiers
grinning over their victory.

""There was a lot of firing on elther
slde of the road and every time we

(Continued)
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heard more firing, we'd just stomp on
the accelerator a 1little more.
Finally, we got to the base and I took
a more detailed statement. I guess 1
put everything I could in there, even
stuff about his grandmother. Then we
got the hell out of there. When we

got back I showed Fred the statement.
He was satisfied and I haven't written
a one-page statement since."

Despite the hazards there were
lighter moments and for Special Agent
Palmer, one of those moments came at
the Navy base in Dong Tam.

o R . ’ ) 4 . - -

AN UNEXPLODED RPG ROUND

"The transient area for officers was
near an Army helicopter base that was
rocketed every night by the VC,"
Special Agent Palmer said. '"One time
there were three of us 1in a 1little
hooch (small hut) when they started
rocketing the helo base. But those
rockets were terrible and the VC
couldn't aim them very well, so the
three of us in the hooch went running
for the sandbag bunker which was right
outside.

"I guess I was the slowest because I
was the last one out of the hooch.
Just as I hit the door of the bunker,
a rocket went off. It was probably
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about 150 meters away, but it_: seemed
like it was closer. I dove 1nto the
bunker and came down on the other two
guys. ;

"Then everything was quiet...deathly
quiet. Suddenly I heard this muffled

noise. It was the guy on the bottom.
He was face down in the mud with the
second gquy on top of him and he was
about to suffocate. We started
unpiling and as the tension eased we

started laughing. We were really
scared and then all of a sudden this

most people tried to hide it and NIS
Special Agents were no different.
"People were probably more scared
when they were alone," NIS Special
Agent Bill Worochock said. "But when
they were among themselves there was a
tendency to be macho or to show off

their bravado. I made a strong effort
not to be alone."

Special Agent Worochock 1s now the
Direcesor D the NIS
Counterintelligence Directorate. From
July 1971 until July 1972 he served as
an agent 1in Vietnam, primarily
stationed at the NIS Resident Unit at
Binh Thuy (Bin Two—-EE) located 1n the
Mekong Delta.

In an attempt to deal with fear,
there was B xTenaency - e
overcampensate, according to Special
Agent Worochock, which made
complacency one of the biggest
hazards.

"The longer you were 1n country, the
more you start thinking that nothing
can happen to you," Special Agent
Worochock sailid. "That was a common
error."

It was generally considered that the
first 30 days and the last 30 days of
a tour 1n Vietnam were the most
c_iangerms; the first 30 because of
Inexperience and the last 30 because
of complacency.

"I can remember guys who served with
the River Rats getting on top of their
patrol boats," Special Agent Worochock
sald, referring to Navy personnel who
served on river gunboats. "They
tl:lought they were i1mmune.

There were many dangers

(Continued)



drawbacks, but there
positive points, too.

were

"There was an esprit de corps and

Camaraderie, not only among the NIS
agents, but among the Navy personnel

fraggings, sabotage,
some Dblack

some narcotics,
marketing, some
misappropriation, homicides, and a
limited amount of collectlon
aooordulg to Special Agent Worochock.

S/A BILL WOROCHOCK AND S/A TED CAUBLE
LEAVING ON THE "VUNG TAU EXPRESS"

"Tt was basically a criminal-type of
operation," Special Agent Worochock
said. "For instance, we had an
operation involving an RVN captain who
was bribing . personnel to
misappropriate construction equipment
from a facility known as Newport, just
outside of Saigon. In turn, he was
using it to. build residences for
personal use by Vietnamese.

"We had a chief petty officer who
was our source. That partlcular bust
involved the

escort to get him through the gate.

chief to protect the chief's identity.
There were probably 20 duce-and-a-half
(2 1/2 ton) truckloads.

SOome

That particular investigation was
controlled by Marshal Whidden, who 1s

now the SAC 1n London."
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Another case Special Agent Worochock
remembered 1nvolved sabotage.

"Iwo helicopters were flying in
formation out of a unit in the Parrots
Beak called Ben Iuc," he said. "They
were flying about 600 feet, clear
weather and no VC in the area. The
lead pilot radioed "I'm taking one-to-
one vibration, which means for every
turn of the rotor blades you get a
nep,  which isn't unusiint 10
turbulence, but which is very unusual
1In clear weather. As soon as he
radioed that, the second pilot later
recalled seeing an explosion, a
fireball and the rotorhead falling off
and what he thought was one of the
rotor blades falling off almost
simultanecusly with the explosion."

The lead helicopter crashed and all
the crew was lost. As a result, all

Navy helicopters in IV Corps were
grounded except one.

"Based on the circumstances I was
asked to go out and do a crime scene
investigation," Special Agent
Worochock said. "About halfway to the
crime scene we started taking one-to-
one vibrations, so we sat down in a

rice paddy and walked to Ben Iuc.

When we got to Ben Iuc, we recovered

the rotor head.

"The investigation 1later revealed
that an individual had taken a hack
saw and had run 1t across the leading
edge of one of the blades. Then it
became a question of stress. And the
stress on that brass resulted in that
blade suffering a catastrophic
faillure. And that was the reason for
the explosion.

"It was done at the manmufacturer, by
antl-war people on the line. Every
blade caming out of the manufacturer
was X-rayed and the gquy on the
assembly line was in cahoots with the
guy 1n quality control. They had done
this on a number of blades. We sent
leads back and examined the X-rays and
were able to pinpoint at least one
other crash that would have resulted
from the same type of activity. That
was referred back to the states."

For Special Agent Worochock, the
experience in Vietnam was a valuable
one.

"I would say the most important

thing to came out of Vietnam was
reliance on each other," Special Agent
(Continued)




NIS BUSTS RVN CAPTAIN

In the top picture, NIS Special Agent Bill Worochock (center, with left arm swinging back)
moves in with other NIS Special Agents and Vietnamese authorities to apprehend an RVN

captain who was attempting to misappropriate 20 truckloads of construction equipment.
Below, Vietnamese officials count bribe money seized in the operation.

IEEEEROCK sald. "I think we all I think, throughout the majority of my
brought samething different to the job career, especlally when I was working
based on background and expertise. But up through the street. You can do so
invariably you found out that you had much better together."

a shortcaming somewhere. And the

reliance factor came from saying "What DANANG

do I do best and what do you do best, _

and can we make up for the shortfalls Speclal Agent Peter Reilly is now
in each of us so we put together a the NIS Inspector General. But from

March 1968 until March 1969 he was the

pretty good team. It carried forward, (Continued)
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Senior Resident Agent (Special Agent-
1in-Charge) at NISRA Danang.

which 1ncluded the
northern most provinces of south
Vietnam. The Marine Corps ccxnprlsed
the -majgarity of U.S. forces in .1
Corps; however, Navy, Army (Air Cav)
and ROK (Republic of Korea) forces
were also present in I Corps.

Unlike most personnel who traveled
from CONUS to Vietnam on MAC contract
flights, Special Agent Reilly arrived
on Marine C-130 direct from of his
previous duty station in Taipei, in
the Republic of China. This departure
from the norm ultimately caused him
some problems.

"Since I arrived in-country on an
operatiamal - airceaft,  I.:d .ot
consider the requirement to obtain an
entry stamp 1in my passport," Special
Agent Rellly said, recalling what he
now looks back on as a humorous
incident. "A year later when my tour
ended and I was scheduled to rotate, I
could not depart because as far as the

Vietnamese were concerned, I never
arrived.

"T did same scrambling around and
with the assistance of some
'contacts', I was able to obtain a
retroactive entry stamp so I could
ride the 'Big Bird' en that 366th
day."

S/A REILLY IN QUANG TRI IN 1968
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For the most part, however, it was a
time when there was little to laugh

about. Special Agent Reillly arrived
just after the famous Tet offensive of

1968 and the costly battle for control
of the former imperial city of Hue
(pronounced WAY) had ended. Mortar
and rocket attacks, and infiltrations
of Danang by Viet Cong sappers were a
constant source of concern.

S/A LANCE ARNOLD IN HUE IN 1969

During his tour, Special Agent
Reilly observed first-hand what combat

does to people.
"There 1s absolutely no question

that the environment affected
individual behavior," Special Agent
Reilly said. "I witnessed an incident
where a staff sergeant was denied a
pass to go to one of the in-country
recreation areas, and just put an M-16
on full auto and quite calmly stitched
his OIC (officer in charge), a Marine
captain. He emptied the whole clip on
him."

Another 1incident Special Agent
Reilly investigated involved a Marine
Corps sergeant who was assigned to
support a 155 howitzer unit, part of
the perimeter defense of Danang. due
to the sensitive nature of his duties,
he was prohibited from leaving the
hill (Hill 55), where hils unit was
situated. However, on the night 1in
question, without authorization, he
joined a patrol that left the hill at

dusk to set a night ambush. Around
(Continued)
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The opium labels shown above came from packages seized by NIS Special Agents in
July 1970 during a narcotics investigation in South Vietnam.

midnight, while set 1n a Vietnamese
cemetery, the patrol leader was
startled by the sound of a rifle shot
nearby. When they went to find out
what happened, they found the Marine
sergeant dead of what was later
determined to be a self-inflicted
gunshot wound to the head.

"He had become 1nvolved with a group
1n the United States that believed 1in
reincarnation," Special Agent Reilly
sald. "After he came to Vietnam, he
became enamored with a Vietnamese
peasant girl who was permitted to sell
trinkets to Marines during daylight
hours. He had obviously convinced
himself that the only way he could be
happy with her was to be reincarnated
as a Vietnamese farmer. Prior to
leaving on the ambush, he relinquished
all of his personal possessions to her
and assured her that he would return
as a farmer."

"I do not regard these incidents as
a reflection of our military," Special

18

Agent Rellly said.
existing 1n a combat envirormment for
any
traditional values, particularly the

"T belilieve that

of times alters the

length

regard for human 1life. When you

witness seemingly innocent actions by

1individuals not 1dentified as
combatants, which result i1n death and

destruction, the 'animal 1instinct'
comes 1nto play.
"For example, we had a refuse Aump

on the perimeter of Danang which was

manned during the day by security
forces, primarily to control the
activities of indigenous citizenry who
cambed the dump for anything of value.
MOosSt of these 1ndividuals were wamen
and children who would normally be
regarded as non-threatening. We
experienced a number of incidents at
the dump where members of the security
force were killed or wounded as a
result of booby traps placed in
vehicles, on benches or elsewhere by

(Continued)



'1nnocents'. Consequently, people act. This presented both the

were unable or unwilling to investigator and the prosecutor with
differeptiate between situations that the greatest dilemma." 3
were llfe-threatem:ng and those that "I suspect that this is a fact of
were not. Invarlaply, there were life in war and it was probably no
1incldents that constituted a criminal (Continued)

A

1. Pete Segersten 4. Bruce Middleton 7. Carl Merritt
2. Bob Powers 5. Jack Meyer 8. Howard Dilks
3., B0 Hall 6. George Meglemery
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WVISKER DANANG

WEE DON, HELL N0 wE D1poT £as H THRT /(A) !

During Vietnam, NIS Special Agents were still res
iInvestigations, which were classified as 1(A). There were times when NIS Special Agents
conducting 1(A) investigations found themselves in positions like the two in the cartoon

above. The "Don" they are referring to is Don McCoy, who was the Senior Resident
Agent in Danang.

ponsible for conducting background
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"NISRU KHE SANH"

In the picture at left, Special Agent Carl Merritt (on the right) is shown with a Marine

RECON officer in 1966.

different than it was 1in previous
wars, although the advent of daily
video coverage certainly conveyed a
different impression to the American
bl e "

Special Agent Rellly 1is convinced
that the Marine Corps succeeded 1in
Vietnam, pointing out that by 1969 the
Viet Cong infrastructure had been
effectively decimated. More and more
it was found that cadre, infiltrated
from North Vietnam, were sustaining
the anti=-governmenwct
political/insurgent efforts.

Despite the hardships, Special Agent
Reilly said his tour in Vietnam did
have 1ts rewards.

"One of the most rewarding aspects of
the experience," according to Special
Agent Reilly, "were the friendships
resultlng from living, working and
surviving with a group of individuals
who were the best of the best. _I
include in this group the many fine
Marines, particularly those 1n the CI
(Counterintelligence) community, who
were such an important part of the NIS
experience in Vietnam."

THE EARLY DAYS

Special Agent Bruce Middleton served
in Vietnam from January 1967 to
February 1968. He spent his first six
months working out of Danang, and then
opened the NIS office at Cam Ranh Bay.
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His office and quarters are shown at right.

Like many NIS Special Agents who
served 1n Vietnam, Special Agent
Middleton had his share of close
calls.

"T had gone to Pham Thiet, about 40
miles south of Cam Ranh Bay," Special
Agent Middleton said, recalling one
incident. '"We were inserted on the
beach by swift boat. -

"T met with the NIIO (Naval
Intelligence Liaison Officer) and
asked him what the IIRs (intelligence
information reports) had to say about
the probability of enemy action in the
area, since 1t was just after the Tet
offensive of 1968. He said there was
nothing to worry about.

Special Agent Middleton stayed 1in
Pham Thiet that night and planned to
return to Cam Ranh Bay with the NIIO,
for what he expected would be a
relatively safe trip.

"The next morning he shows up 1n a
jeep and there's. a bist oL - SS
grenades in the front," Special Agent
Middleton said. "He and the driver are
armed to the teeth and he throws me an
M-16.

"T said 'I thought you said the IIRs
said there was nothing to worry
about.' Then he told me he had read
the wrong ones and as soon as I got
into the jeep, he drove off like a

madman. "
About halfway to Cam Ranh they

stopped at a special forces camp.
(Continued)




Just before they pulled into the camp,
they noticed a black Citroen followlng
them about a quarter of a mile back.
When they pulled into the canp,
1t passed by.

"We spent about 20 minutes 1n the
camp looking at intelligence reports,
then we left and continued on our
way," he said. "About 20 minutes
after we left camp, we came upon the

old Citroen. It was 1n a ditch,
burning and with no signs of life. I
wanted to stop to see if there was
anything we could do, but the NIIO
Jjust kept going as fast as he could.
He was right. He had to get us out of
the kill 2zone 1in case there was
another ambush."

o~

QUARTERS IN DANANG

It was November 1967. Special Agent
Pete Segersten remembered the date
because 1t was just a few days after
the Marine Corps Birthday and he been
visiting some of the remote Marine
outposts near the demilitarized zone
(DMZ) .

He was returning to Danang with a
small group when they spotted
samething that didn't look right.

"We saw a wood cutter standing by
the road, just looking at us," Special
Agent Sagersten recalled. "He was
just staring at us, like something was
up. SO we backtracked and took another
route."

Special Agent Segersten and the
others later learned that some Marines
were ambushed 1n the same area just a
few hours after they left.

Another time, a group Special Agent
Segersten was travelmg with wasn't so

lucky.
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"] was 1in a convoy that got
ambushed," Special Agent Segersten
said. "Four trucks got hit."

That was the way 1t was 1n Vietnam.

"We never had one place we lived
in," Special Agent Segersten said.
"Carl (Special Agent Merritt) and I
were assigned to cover the Third
Marine Division, which covered the MZ
down to north of Danang.

"Normally we worked out of the post
office, because they knew where all
the units were. We used to bum rides
on convoys, helicopters, Jjeeps ard
mail trucks. At times we even rode
back with the body bags to Danang."

When they left Danang they went to
places with names that are now part of
military history.

"There were a string of artillery
posts along the MZ where we would go
to work cases," Special Agent
Segersten said. "Khe Sahn, Camp
Carroll, Gia Linh, Con Thien..."

At times, Speclal Agents Segersten
and Merritt would have to walit as many
as five days before they could depart,

because of hostile action. Even under
those conditions, NIS Special Agents
were expected to support their
investigations with paperwork.

"We used to carry two bags with us,"
Special Agent Segersten said. "In one
bag you would carry your clothes and
shaving equipment. In the other you
would carry the old ditto mat paper (a
wax-coated paper used to print
duplicates). We didn't have Xerox
machines in those days. We'd write
statements on ditto mat paper and then

gob.'acktommrgardmtthemonthe
machine that would print copies."

EPILOGUE

The Naval Investigative Service went
into Vietnam in 1966 and stayed there
until the waning days of the war. For
1ts accomplishments Naval
Investigative Service O0Office 1in
Vietnam later received the Navy
Meritorious Unit Comendation. In

addition, those who served in Vietnam
have the satisfaction of }qmm they
helped write another chapter in the

history of an organization with a
(Continued)



proud tradition of service that dates
back to World War I.

Today's NIS Special Agents are
successors of the agents and
operatives who served as part of the
Office of Naval Intelligence (ONI)
during World Wars I and II, and during
the Korean Conflict. Some agents are
sti1ll onboard today who joined the
organization when it was known as ONI.
The name was changed on February 4,
1966, when the Naval Investigative
Service (NIS) was established and use
of the acronym ONI to identify the
Navy's 1nvestigative service was
officially discontinued.

Although much has changed since the
early days of ONI, the mission of NIS
remalns the same; to provide criminal
investigative and counterintelligence
support to Department of the Navy
assets worldwide. NIS Special Agents
are currently stationed at more than
170 locations throughout the world,
including the Persian Gulf and other
parts of the Middle East.

And what about the possibility that
NIS Special Agents may find themselves
1In a combat zone again?

"It could happen very easily...very
easlly," Special Agent Worochock said.
"T should point out that we had no
difficulty in getting agents to go to
Vietnam. They were all volunteers.
We never ordered anyone in there.

"T expect that same thing would hold
true 1n the future. If there was a
crisils situation, whether i1t be 1n the
Persian Gulf or Southeast Asia even, I
think you would see the same response
today that you saw 1n the late 1960s
and early 1970s."

If another war occurs, NIS Special
Agents willl go where they have to in

order to fulfill their mission of
providing criminal investigative and
counterintelligence support to the
Department of the Navy. NIS Special
Agents operated 1n ILebanon, and there
are currently NIS Special Agents 1n
the Persian Gulf.

Unfortunately, the words of one of
the ancient Greek philosphers are as
true today as they were when he said
them more than 2,000 years ago.

"Only the dead will know
the end of war."”

Vietnam Duty Roster

Below are listed the names of NIS Special Agents still on active status who served In
Vietham. Although a thorough search was made of the records in the Career Services
Department, there may be some names which have been omitted due to lost or

incomplete records.

NAME DUSTA
ARNOID, Iance Morgan 0022
BAKER, James Jeffrey 03PP
BISOOMB, William Milford 0000
BOURKE, Michael George 11HQ
BRANNON, Thomas E. 60HQ
CAUBLE, Charles Theodore 03LV
DEES, Rudolph David 11NI
DILIL, John 12SE
FERGUSON, Thomas Edward 08SL
FERRELIL,, Iawrence Earl 0025
FOCHT, Walter Stanfill 11MM
HEMPHILIL, Eddie Wilson O0TF
HICKS, Theodore John 11PL
JOHNSON, George Ben 0026

JONES, Michael Bishop 06LE

MCBRIDE, Daniel Alexander 83HQ
MERRITT, Carl James 0026
MIDDLETON, Bruce Mitchell 0026
PAGE, Charles Vanburen 0021
PAIMER, Charles Arthur 0027
PENDER, James P. 11HQ
POWERS, Robert Joseph 0023
REILLY, Peter 0000
SEEHORN, Frederick Reed 0024
SEGERSTEN, Peter Gaughen 0022
SIPE, Allan Keith 11ND
TRIPPLETT, John Wissler 0026
TUGWELL, Robert Joseph OSNF
WEBB, Donald lLee 06HQ
WHIDDEN, Marshal Tilden 60LN
WOROCHOCK, William Anthony 0022



THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY
WASHINGTON

The Secretary of the Navy takes pleasure in presenting the
MERITORIOUS UNIT COMMENDATION to the

U. S. NAVAL INVESTIGATIVE SERVICE OFFICE, VIETNAM

for service as set forth in the following

CITATION:

For meritorious service in providing investigative and counterintel -
ligence support to Naval commands serving with elements of Free World
Military Assistance Forces in the Republic of Vietnam from 1 November
1966 to 29 February 1972. In the face of extremely difficult and hazardous
conditions, including attacks on office compounds by enemy forces, the
personnel attached tothe U. S. Naval Investigative Service Office, Viemam
worked long and arduously in performing duties thatcontributed signifi-
cantly to the successful accomplishment of the mission of the Naval Inves-
tigative Service. This effort was not restricted to conducting security and
criminal investigations and collecting and reporting counterintelligence
information, but also included preparation of special estimates, issuance
of warnings of enemy operations, and production of other timely intelli-
gence. The skill, dedication, perseverance and teamwork of the officers
and men of the U, S, Naval Investigative Service Office, Vietnam, were out-
standing, and their unfailing devotion to duty and sense of responsibility
were in keeping with the highest traditions of the United States Naval

Tohn ION™2—

Secretary of the Navy
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AGENTS AFLOAT WERE PRESENT

DURING GULF OF SIDRA CONFLICT

When the United States
launched a punitive air strike
on Libya on the night oTf Rprit
1 &= 1986, four NIS Special
Agents Were serving afiLaat on

carrirers involved 1N the
bombing mission. S/A Joe
Martinez was on the o So S .
Saratoga. S/A Bob Kellman was
on . the U.S5.S:-AMeryca And

S/AsS Darren Geary and Jeff
Seitber swere .on. the U.5.5: . Loral
Sea. The account below 1S
based on intervieWws wWith S/As
Geary and Seiber.

When NIS Special Agents Darren N.
Geary and Jeff Seiber volunteered for
the Special Agent Afloat Program they
expected to see the U.S. Navy 1n

What they didn't expect, however,
was being on hand for the April 14,

1986 bombing of Libya.
The two were stationed on the U.S.S.

Coral Sea (CV 43) when it crossed Col.
Muammar Qaddafi's "Line of Death" 1n
the Gulf of Sidra to launch air
strikes against Libyan targets and
terrorist training sites. For both

the memories are still vivid.
"The Coral Sea was a test case for

having two agents afloat on the same
ship," S/A Seiber said, referring to
the two-agent program, Wthh has since
become standard policy. "We departe:l
Norfolk for an eight-month cruise 1in
October 1985 and I was onboard about
four months when Darren was selected

to come out and meet us 1n the
Mediterranean."

The two soon became friends despite
a bit of a difference 1in their
backgrounds.

At 6-foot-1, 195 pounds, S/A Seiber
looks like a cop who 1s at home "on
the street". He was born and reared
in Wilkesbarre, Pennsylvania, where he
later attended Kings College. After
obtaining a bachelor's degree 1n
criminal justice in 1975, he enlisted
in the Army, became a CID Agent and
rose to the rank of sergeant (E-5).

S/A Seiber did a tour of duty in
Europe, working mainly undercover
narcotics in Germany, and then went to
Okinawa, where he came in contact with
the NIS. When his Army enlistment
ended in 1983, he jolned the NIS.

S/A Geary, on the other hand, still
looks like he could fit right in on a
college campus. The 27-year-old NIS

Special Agent 1is the son of a retired
RECON Marine, whose 1influence on his
son, especially 1n the area of
physical fitness, 1s still evident.

S/A Geary was a three-time NCAA
All-America in the 800 meters for the
University of Pittsburgh, where he
earned a bachelor's degree 1n the

administration of justice program. He
joined the NIS in September 1984 and

went to the Basic Agent Course at the
Federal Law Enforcement Training
Center in Glynco, Georgla, where he
scored 498 out of a possible 500 on
the physical fitness test.

(Continued)




"One of us would always try to make an
advance trip to assess the terrorist
and crime threat in the area," S/A
Seiber said. "We'd check on everything
from terrorists to pickpockets."

In late March, however, the
situation began to deterilorate
rapidly. On March 24, Libya fired
missles at U.S. aircraft and Navy
fighters responded by attacking Libyan
gunboats and radar stations.

"After the first bombing strike on
the Libyan gunboats, they wouldn't
allow any more port visits because of
possible reprisals by terrorist ard
because of new operational commitments
in the Mediterranean," S/A Geary said.

"We had a long list of port visits
to show the flag," S/A Seiber said.
"But that was cut and all we did after
that was patrol Quaddafi's 'Line of
Death' and go back and forth to
Naples.

On April 5, a bomb went off in a
West German discotheque, killing a
U.S. soldier and a Turkish woman, and
wounding 230 other people. In the days

that followed, U.S. officials
announced that intelligence sources
have linked the bambing to Libya,
while the rest of the world watched
and walted.

" We came a thousand miles
to smoke a camel”

Inscription on a bomb
dropped on Libya

"Several days prior to the actual

baombing, things were in a state of
flux," S/A Seiber said. "You'd hear

one rumor that we were going and then
another that 1t had been cancelled.
You heard constant rumors."
But on the evening of April 14, it
wasn't a rumor.

of Malaga, Spain," S/A Seiber said.
"We immediately went into full alert.

It was not a drill. When we were told
that we might be goling to GQ (general
quarters), all of the GQ drills began
to have a lot of meaning. At that

SPECIAL AGENTS GEARY AND SEIBER

In the hours that followed the crew
worked at a feverish pace to prepare
the aircraft for the attack. Even
then, there was still time for
tradition.

"There was a great deal of ordnance
being moved in preparation for the air
strike," S/A Geary said. "At one point
during the construction of the 500-
pound bombs they invited us in to take
part 1n a sort of a ritual where they
let cammand personnel write things on
the bambs. I wrote the name of my
college, Pitt. One person wrote 'We
came a thousand miles to smoke a
camel'."

After that, the two NIS Special
Agents returmed to their stateroom,
where they donned gas masks, life
vests and theilr weapons.

"We Dbasically stayed 1in our
stateroam to stay out of everybody's
way," S/A Seiber said.

"Jeff and I took turns bll_rrifoldlrg

Geary said. "We would turn each other
around to try to disorient each other
and then the one without the blindfold

that we look back on it we laugh about
't n

At the time, though, no one was
laughing.

(Continued)
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" In the hours before and after the
attack, I felt very secluded and
scared," S/A Geary said. "Our fate
was 1n the hands of other people...the
Captain, the crew and the squadron. A
carrler can't protect itself. The
squadron has to protect the carrier."

When the order was given to launch
aircraft, S/As Geary and Seiber
watched 1t on the closed circuit
television 1n their stateroom.

"They flew off about midnight," S/A
Seiber recalled. '"We knew positively
that something was going on about 2300
hours. The Captain told us he was
awalting approval to launch the
alrcraft. He did 1t over the 1MC.
About an hour later, we received
approval and we launched our A-6s and
F-18s."

After that all they could do was
walt.

"I'm Catholic and I was good friends
with the Catholic priest onboard,
Father Williams," S/A Geary said. "He
made personal visits to each squadron
prior to the strike. After they lifted
off, I saw him 1n the chapel praying
for them, because I had gone there to
pray for them."

S/A Selber was 1n the chapel, too.

"T'm not a Catholic," S/A Selber
said. "But it seemed like a good thing
to do and an appropriate time to do
¢ Mg

A few hours later, all of the U.S.S.
Coral Sea's alrcraft returned safely.

"Tt was a good feeling to know that
the mission was successful without
losing any of the pilots or crews from
our ship," S/A Seiber said.

Unlike the movies, however, there
were no noisy celebrations.

"After it was over and the planes
were back, it was quiet aboard ship,"
S/A Geary said. "There wasn't a lot of
celebrating because we were walting to
see what would happen next." |

going to strike back, at least for
now, there was time for celebrating.
The two NIS Special Agents received
certificates from the crew for

"Successfully campleting the battle of
S1d¥a EayT. Attached to the

certificates were honorary Combat
Action Ribbons.

It's been more than a year since the

two NIS Special Agents left the U.S.S.
Coral Sea for new assigmments. Both
say their time afloat it was samething
they were glad to have experienced.
"It made me a believer that the Navy
can do what it has to do," S/A Seiber
said. "They have a rough life out
there. Sometimes when you wake up you
hit your head on the overhead. The
coffee smells like diesel fuel. But
the Navy can do what it has to do on
the spur of the moment, maybe better
than the other services."

"It gave me a chance to see a whole
new side of the operational aspect of
the Navy," S/A Geary said. "I have
more respect now than ever for those
who are deployed at sea.

"I'm really glad that I did it for
two reasons. One 1s professionally
oriented. It gave me a chance to
learn various aspects of independent
duty. The second 1s personal
maturity. I grew up a lot."

AFLOAT PROGRAM
HAS NEW MANAGER

S/A William E. Blow has taken over
as the new head of the NIS Special

Agent Afloat Program.

S/A Blow joined the NIS 1n May 1966
and has served at Great Iakes; St.
Iouis; Atsugi, Japan; Alemeda; Subic
Bay, RP; and at NISRO Pilippines. He
served an afloat tour onboard the
U.S.S. Coral Sea (CV-43) fram August
1979 to October 1980. Prior to caming
to headquarters for hils new
assignment, he was the ASAC at St.

Louis.
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SPECIAL AGENTS AFLOAT AS OF 1 DEC 87

LEXINGTON (AVT-16)
MIDWAY (CV-41)

CORAL SEA (CV-43)

FORRESTAL (CV-59)

SARATOGA (CV-60)

RANGER (CV-61)

INDEPENDENCE (CV-62)

CONSTELLATION (CV-64)

ENTERPRISE (CVN-65)

AMERICA (CV-66)

JOHN F. KENNEDY (CV-67)

NIMITZ (CVN-68)

DWIGHT T. EISENHOWER (CVN-69)

CARL VINSON (CVN-70)

THEODORE ROOSEVELT (CVN-71)

USS MISSOURI (BB-63)

Jewel Seawood

Larry Worthington

Bob Mulligan
Tony Albalar

Paul Martin

Chris Calimer
Tim Carruth

Leon Carroll
Mike Donnelly

Steve Smith

Des Wieland
Jim Lofstrom

Mark Giordano
Leo Miller

Dan Rice

Steve Gorden
Scott James

Mitch Anderson
Rich Osborne

Guy Molina
Rick Jordan

Steve Simpson
Don McBride

Bob McCutchin
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