NAVY DEPA RTMENT
Office of the Chief of Naval Operations
Office of Naval Intelligence
Washington

May 21, 1941.

NAVAL INmELLI(ENCE DIVISION CIRCULAR LETTER MO. GEN L -1,

SUBJECT: Intelligence Reports - Reliability Rating Designated by
Division of Naval Intelligence Using Symbols,

Le The degree of reliability of information disseminated by the
Division of Naval Intelligence will be indicated by the following sym-
bols in order to assist the recipimnts of this information in their
evaluation thereof:
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Rating "A" -~ The Information is considered reliable in sub-
stance and proceeding from a reliable source, oubgoct to other informa~-
tion roop1vod from other reliable sources either in affirmation or in
negation, weight and credence in general should be given to it

Rating "B" - Informatlon is considered reasonable, but is not
confirmed. Information of this type may »roceed from a mere logical de-
duction from the general or specific circumstances attending and influ-
encing general or specific situations.

Rating "C" - Information is of the character of a rumor, butb
has sufficient plausibility to warrant reporting it, depending upon veri-
fication or contradiction later. It should have Lho effect of placing
pertinent naval units on the alert for actions of a character which may
be indicated by the information,

Rating "D - Information of less validity than "C", usually
of the nature of rumors wnich are palpably illogical and unwarranted
by general attending circumstanccs, Information of this class is dis-
seminated for onc or more of the following rcasons:

(A)y It is textually embodied in other reports
from which it cannot be separated,

(b) It serves to color and therefore aids in
the cvaluation of other information.

(c) Because the indications are that it may
definitely be disseminated by partics interested
in the rolecase ef the information,

(d) It indicates the general incrodibility or
unreliability of information procecding from certain
SOuUrces . '
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SUBJECTs Intelligence Reports - Reliability Rating Designated by
‘ Division of Naval Intelligence Using Symbols.

2 When reports contain information on smeveral parts or phascs
of a subject such as to require separate rating action on the several
parts, such separate ratings will be made by marginal notations

34 When the source of informatlon is not sufficiently indicated,
information on the source will be given together with the reliability
rating by the Division of Naval Intelligence in appropriate cascs.

L When intelligence is forwarded in the dispatch form, the
reliability rating of the Divislon of Naval Intelligence and the source
will be given in appropriate casces,

/5/
As Go Kirk,
Captain, U, 3. Navy,
Dircctor of Naval Intcelligence,

DISTRTBUTION:

Lists I, II, IIL, IV (for V, VI, and VII), IX,
All Naval Attaches and Naval Obscrvers,
Department of State (10 copies),
Department of the Treasury.

War Department (6 copics).

Department of Justice.

Department of Commerce (2 copies).
Department of Labor,

Post Office Department,

Maritime Commission.

Civil Aeronautics Board,

Aide to the Preasident,

Senate Naval Affairs Committec,

House Navol Affairs Committece,

Naval Institute.

Congressional Librarye.
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Intelligence Reports ~ Rellability Rating Designated by
Division of Naval Intelligence Using Symbols,

Navy Department Distribution of Additional Copies:

Burcaou
Office
Marineg
Bureau
Bureau
Office

War

of Aeronautics ~ 12

of the Judge Advocate Gencral - L
Corps Headguarters - 9

of Medicine and Surgery -~ 12

of Navigation - 1L

of the Chicf of Naval Opzrations -

Chicf's Office - b

Plans Division - 6

Centrsl Division - Ly

Radio Liaison - 1

Division of Naval Intelligence - 18
Secrctariel Division - 1
Communications Division (Op-19) -~ 1
Communications Division (0Op-20) - 1L
Inspection Division - 1

Fleot Training Division ~-7

Fleet Maintenance Division - 12
taval Districts Division - L

Ship Movements -~ 9

Bureau
Offlice
Office
Office

of Ordnance - 21

of the Secrotory - 7T

of the Undorscerctary -~ 1L

of the Assistant Szerctary -~ 2

B ureau of Ships -~ 11
Burcau of Supplics and Accounts - 6

Buraay

of Yards and Docks -~ 13
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