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NA VY DEPA 11.TMENT 

Office of the Chief of l\"aval Operations 
Office of Naval Intelligence 

Washington 

May 21, 19hl.. 

NAVAL INTELLIGENCE DIVISION CIRCULAR LETTER no. GEN Lr - 41. 

SUBJECT: Intelligence Reports - Reliabil:ity Rating Designated by 
Division of Naval Intelligence Using Symbols, 

l. The degree of reb.ability of information dis.seminated by the 
Division of Naval Intelligence will be indicated by the following sym­
bols in order to ass:L.st the recipie.nts of this information in their 
evaluation thereof: 

;rrating "A'1 -- The lnforrnation :Ls considered reliable in sub-
stance and proceeding from a rel.Lable source. Subject to other in.forma­
tion received from other reliable sourCC:lS either in affirmation or in 
negation, weight and credence in g(meral should be given to it. 

Rating 11 B11 - Information is considered rE)asonablo, but is not 
confirmed. Information of this type may proceed from a mere logical de­
duction from the general or specific circumstances attending and influ­
encing general or specific situations~ 

Rating 11 C11 - Information is of the character of a rumor, but 
has sufficient plausj_bility to warrant reporting it, depending upon vori­
fication or contradiction lator. It should have the eff,Jct of plad.n7, 
pertinent naval uni ts on tho alert for actions of a clw.ract03r which may 
be indicated by the in.formation. 

Rating 11 D11 - In.format:Lon of less va.lidity than 11 C11 , usually 
of the natureof rumors which are palpably illogical and unwarranted 
by general attending circumstances. Information of this class :i.s dis­
seminated for one or more of the following r0asons: 

(A) It is textually :)mbodic:od in other reports 
from which it cannot be separated. 

(b) It sorvJs to color and therefore aids in 
the evaluation of oU-r..,r information. 

( c) Bocauso tho :l.nd:Lcations aro that it may 
definitely bo dissominat0d by parties interested 
in tho r:loasc) t.f tho information, 

(d) It indicates tho general incrodibility or 
unreliability of information procooding from certain 
sources. 
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SUBJECT: Intelligcmcc Reports - Roliabili ty Rating Dosignatod by 
Division of Naval Intelligence Using Symbols. 

2. "\rVhon reports contain information on .:several parts or phases 
of a subject such as to rl"3quire separate rating action on the several 
parts, such sc0paratc ratings will be made by mareinal notation. 

3, When tho source of informati()n is not suf.ficfontly indicated, 
information on the source will bo gi von together with tho reliability 
rating by the Division of Naval Intelligence in appropriate cases. 

4. Whon intolligcnco is forwardc~d in tho dispatch form, the 
rolinbility rating of the Di vision of Naval Intelligence and tho source 
will be given in appropriate cases. 

DISTRIBUTION: 

/s/ 
A.G. Kirk, 

Captain, U, s. Navy, 
Director of Naval Intelligence. 

Lists I, II, III, IV (for V, VI, and VII), IX. 
All Naval Attac:1es and Naval Observers. 
Dopartmcmt of $tatc (10 copies)• 
Dopartme:mt of tho Treasury" 
VJar Department ( 6 copies). 
Department of Justice, 
Department of Corrmurco (2 copies) •. 
Department of Labor. 
Post Office Departmonte 
11Iari time Commission. 
Civil Aoronautics Board, 
Aide to the Pr:Jsident. 
Sern1to Naval Affairs Committeo. 
House Nav.:::,l Affairs Commi ttoo. 
Naval Institute •. 
Congrossion2.l Library •. 
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SUB,JECT: Int,:;1Llgonco Reports - Iblinbili ty Rating Designatod by 
Division of Naval Intclligonce Using Symbols. 

Navy Dopartmcint Distributfon of Addi.tional Copios: 

Buroau of Aeronautics - 12 
Office of the Judge Advocate General - 4 
Marine Corps HeadquartDrs - 9 
Bnreo.u of Mcdicino and SurgeJ'.'iJ - 12 
Buroau of Navignt:Lon - 14 
Of fico of tho Chief of l';aval Ornrations -

Chief's Offico - 5 
War Plans Division - 6 
Centr~l Division - 4 
Radio Llaison - 1 
Divis:i.on of Naval Intolligunco - 18 
SecrutariD-1 D:L vision - 1 
Communications Di vision ( Op-19) ·- 1 
Com:nunications Division (Op-20) - 11 
Inspection Division - l 
Fl,:;ot Training D:Lvis:i.on - ·? 
Fleet J\Iaintcnance Division - 12 
Naval Districts Division - 4 
Ship Novom,.mts - 9 

Buroffu of Ordnonco - 21 
Office of the Secretary - ? 
Office of tho Undarsccrotary - 1 
Office of tho Assj_stant s~)crotn.ry - 2 
B urcau of Sh:Lps - 11 
Burcc:.u of Su.ppliu~J tmd Accounts - 6 
Bureau of Yards and Docks - 13 
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