_ NAVY UbPaRETMERT
Carial No. 3347616 0f{ice of the JShiel of Naval Operaticne

) 850 L06102¢ . washington
October 6, 1947
From: The Vice Chis=f of Haval Operstions.
Tos Jommandants Ail blSt”lCtS (less 16th).
SUBJECT: Impropar Employment of Intsiligence Officers.

) 1. The function of the Naval Inteliigenes Service is to
detect and combat the efforts of cnomy csplonage and other subversive
agents and to collect and make avellable itc the various commands
informabion nscessary for the successful conduct of the war., In carry-
ing out those vital {uhetions the intelligence officer performe &

duty whien hes an importence gecond to none.

2. renorts have buzn roczived that certain Commending offi-
¢rs heve directed their Intelligonce Ofiicers to perform dutles not
related to Intolligonce and somewhat of an improper naturs. For in-
tunee, Inte.ligence Otfieers have beun gont in ssarch of lost laundry;
haey heve besn cmployed te sclvs the theft of botties of whiskey and
gsimilar sxtransous dutiss.
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3. Thig subversion of the Intelligence ifunction not only
gubjects the Intelligonce 'Gfficer to derisicon and centempt, but 1t
aloo reflocts a s;riou“ lack ol knowladge of Intelligence on the purt
of the Commending Office It snouwid be cleariy understocd that the
Intelligence Officor is nct 4 pelicemen, o policy petty-otficer nor
ig he, any more than any other naval officer, Ponuerned with enforce-
ment of the Naval Degulations or olher ordere
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d Commanding Ofticers ¢he do not understand the propzr
functiong of Intelligencs are reforrcd te oxisting publications and
dircctivas on the subjzet which huve been issued from time to time
by the Havy Department. .
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) 5. It should be noted that the Fedural Burcveu of Investiga-
tion ig authorized by lew to conduet the investigation and prosceution

of common misdemcencrs and crimocs committod within government reser-—
vations by civilions.
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