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CONFIDENTIAL 

NAVY DEPARTMENT 
Office of Naval Intolligenco 

Washington, D. C. 

SUB,JECT: FRENCH EX-SOLDIERS' LEGION IN THE UNITED STATES 

NOTE: Prepared by the Counter Subversion Soction, Office of.Naval 
IntE.,lligence, from reliable and authoritative in.formation. 

Information recently received from a reliable confidential 
source reveals that Gaston HENRY-HAYE, French Ambassador in Washington, 
stated during March, 1941, that a FRENCH EX-SOLDIERS' LEGION had been 
created in France on August 29, 19h0, The Ambassador stated that the 
French Consuls in the Uni tod states had all been advised of this law and 
had been advised o.f this law and had bE.ien asked to take steps to form 
sections of the Legion in their districts, in pl.ace of the present French 
EX-SOLDIERS I ASSOCIATIONS, many of whose mombers were distinctly hostile 
to the present Vichy principles of collaboration. 

Previous information had indicated, Sept. ti, 19L.J.l, the form
ation, in New York City, of a United States branch of Petaints Foreign 
Legion, under tho leadership of one Colonel Michel HINOUX, who was re
ported to have resigned from the FRANCE FQREVER group in anger over the 
Free French invasion of Syria. Th.:Ls group w,9,s organized after consult
ations between Colonel George BERTJI\ND-VIGNE, Counselor of tho French 
Embassy, who has been prominent in Fre:mch espionage nctivi tie.s in this 
colmtry, and Colonel MINOUX. Its aim was stated to be "lic:\ison work 11 

vr.L th Fronch-spoaking groups and Amor:i..cans with French sympathies. The 
basic principle was to bo bl:Lnd oboclienco to the Vichy Government, s 
policy of collaboration with Germany. 

In referonco to already existing FRENCH &1.-SOLDIERS t ASSOCIAT
IONS in the Unit8d States, such as tho 11 FRENCH WAR VETERANS" with a large 
membership of De GAULLE supporters, HENRY-I-1\YE stated that there vmre only 
four existing branches in tho United States: (1) Now York City, ·with 300 
mmnbors; (2) Chicago, with 70 mombors; (3) Lo,~3 Angeles, vrlth 45 mombors; 
San Francj_sco, vrlth 120 m~,mbors • He added that many French ox-soldiers 
wore out o.f touch with tho Logion, many having acquired Amorican citizen
ship or at least first citiz8nship papei·s. Ho commented further that 
many votorans o.f tho war of 1939-/.rO had notjoinod earlior organizations, 
but preferred to wait until their status had been established, both in 
relation to the American nationality lavrs and to their obligations under 
French law. 

CONFIDENTIAL ------

:;o 
.gJ 
a 
Q. 
C 
0 
(D 
Q. 

"' 0 
3 
5' 
(D 

C 
::, 
Q. 
0) 

~ 
5 
(D 
Q. -0 
(D 

Q. 
0) 
u, 
!'l. 
"" (D 
Q. 

I 
0 
0:: 
5· 
(0 
u, 

a 
5' 
(D 

z 
~ 
0 
::, 

9!. 
)> 
cl ::,-
<' 
(D 
u, 

----DECLASSIFIED 

Authority ALAI I) '? 3 6 tf) 
-·---·----· __ , ___ _, 

I 
I 

II 

11 

I:. 

I: 
1'. 
i: 
I 
I 



- ( r··· l 

FRKNCH ~jX-SOLDIEmS I LJWION IN TH~ UNITED STATES ( Cont I cl) 

What the Fronch Ambassador did not point out was tho obvious motive 
behind the new FRENCH RX:-SOLDIT:mS I LJWION in this country: tho 
intent to maintain thE1 ties b0tweon tho recently arri v0d Franch 
Vatorans and Vichy and to ro-ostabl:L,sh ti,)S with older groups or 
win ov~a1r to tho Vichy causo momb,n·s ·who were leani.ng towo.rd tho 
Froo French oauso. 

In this oonn,~ot:ion the French Ambassador is r')pcrtod to 
havo stated thut,although thure is no diroet conflict betwoon tho 
French and American law, futur::J Logionnairos will bo rGquired to 
take an oath of Fidelity to France o.nd to Marsho.l Potctin and will 
thus become liablo under the R:JgistrD.tion L.ct of the Amoricf.J.n 
Government. 'l'he oath contains tho following: "I freely accept the 
Logion's discipline, in ev1.3rything that may b,, askod of mo under 
this ideal". Thero is no indication that the II eve:;rything11 of the 
oath will bo limited to mattors in keeping with the intcrosts of the 
United States, but tho Ambassador's app,,,rently c·.mdid caution wus a 
VtcJry clover touch which will also s,:3rve to protect him from :t'uture 
accusations. Attention was ovt-m cullod to the fact that tho taking 
of this oath mo.y giv0 rise to criticisms by the press and tho Dies 
Committee. 

It is also stated thu.t existing Fronch vut,)rr.ms I associa
tions havo acquired lo.rgo mon,.,to.ry r,:Jsorvus o.nd function as mutual 
aid societios. Tho Fronch Ambassador o.llrn suggestod that the reserves 
could not be transforred to tho new Logion without gnJat difficulty 
and that, in some casos, tho ma;jority of mumbi3rs of the old associa
tions are of iw'"rico.n lllltionu.li ty cmd would obviously rejoct proposals 
to tro,nsfer thoir assets to o. socioty to wh:Lch they could not belong. 
Here again HENRY-HhYE point,,d out that French ox~soldiors, who have 
bocome Americ,,m ci tizons or who hn.vo to.kon out first pap,,rs, would 
immediatoly lose their Anv.,:ricn.n status on E!ntori.nk; the now LEGION 
and tho.t tho rocruiting of r.1emb0rs f'or the new LEGION, from cimong 
this group. could not be done. Ex-soldiers rotaining Fronch nation
ality and living in tho Unitc.-Jd Stu:bos a.s forcignors arC:J, and will 
probo,bly remain, a minority. Und,n· thesu oxist:Lng conditions, it is 
not planned to form two dif 1'orunt sections of th0 n0w LF!GION, but 
to limit efforts to tho form·,tion of one group whorr) thoro is a 
suffi6ient number of ox-soldiurs of thu tvvo wars who aro inspired 
with the Legion spirit. Evcm thus, it was suggested that th,.:, taking 
of the oath b(3 deferred as long a.s the ex-soldier :residos in i1.morica. 
( In othor words ImNRY-H.l,.YE thus eliminates difficul tios conn0cted 
with the taking of tho oath). By declaring thoir dosir0 to join 
the newly-formed sections of the LEGION in tho United States, ex
soldiors show their willingness to Si3rve Franco (tnd do, in fact, p;;r
form an act of loyalty to the Fron.oh Goverrunont. 

The French l~mbo.ssador concludod that, j_f his proposals 
were u.pproved by tho F:remch Govurnmcnt, h0 oxpoctod to endc)avor, 
through the Consuls, to form now groups throughout the largo cities 
of thc:i Uni.tod Statos. 
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FRENCH 1?.x:-SOLDIERS I LEGION IN THE UNITED STi\Tr,;s ( Cont I d) 

Th0 new LI!!GION ho.s b0un montionod in the Ameri oo.n press 
undor different translD.tions of its Fri.mch titlo and hu,s boon 
mentionud as "PETAIN' S Lli;GION", "FRENCH FOREIGN LEGION" and "FRRJ\JCH 
EX--SOLDIERS' LBGION11

• Tl10 French Ambassador ho.s evidonto.ly gono 
to gNat pains to try to establish the bo.sic principle that tho 
now Ll~GION will not be a group contrary to tho intorests of the 
United Stu:tos;-a very debatable point. \~hat he cannot deny- is the 
fact that this EX-SOLDrnRS' LJ~GION will be in direct opposition to 
tho efforts of the Freo Fronch to unify the French, in this continent, 
into o. group which w-;i.11 co-op,Jru.te with the Unitod Statos, England, 
Russio., and China in their united war effort. 

FBI, MID, Stato Dept. cognizant. 

To: ALL ND 1 s and C.O.I. 
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