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Chief 6f Na'ln1,1· Operations. 
Commandants, All Naval Districts; 
Co:mmand.ant,. navy Yard, Washington, D. C.; 
Commandant, U. $. ?Taval Ste,tion, Gu.antanamo ]ay, 
Commandant, U. S. lfaval Station, Gua,m; 
Oommamlant, U. $. lfoval Station, 'J;utuila, Samoa. 

Es1)ionage, Counter-espionage, Sabotage, Subve:rs:i.ve Activities 
and V:i.ola tions of the lreutre,li ty Laws. 

(a) 

(b) 

(.A.) 

(E) 

OHO conf. ltr. Oj:i-16-13-3, .A.2-8, (SC)A8-5, Serial No. 
0102916, dated July 6, 1940. 
C1TO conf. ltr. O:p-16-:S, (SO)AB-5, A3-1/A.8-·5, Serial lfo. 
04816, dated January 8, 1941. 

Federal :Bureau o:f Investigation letter to all law-enforcement 
officials, dated Se:pter.riber 6, 1939; Copy of. 
Federal 13ureau of Investigation bulletin Ho. J., dated 
January 2, 19,n; Copy of. 

1. :Enclosure (A) is a copy of an ·u.nclassifj.ed letter sent by the 
JJ'ederal Bureau of Investigation to all law-enforcement officials, stating 
that the Federal ]ureau of Investigation had been ordered to take charge of 
investigative work in matters relating to espionage, sabotage and violations 
of neutrality regu,lations, This caused some confusion among ciyil law­
enforcement officials as to whether or not to tv.rn over to the Wavy and. the 
Army information wh:i.ch was of 1,rimar? interest to these Services.·-

"""'~,,,~ .... .,..,,,,,,.,r.,.,,,,~ .... ,,, 

2. Enclosure _(:B), 1,repared. by the F.ederal :Erurea1,,t of Investigati.on 
as a modification of the instructions contained in enclosure (A), has be~n 
sent to all Special Agents in Charge of Federal J3ureau of Investigation 
lr'ielc1 Divisions. lt will be noted that whHe enclosure (:B) is not ad.dressed 
to all law-enforcement officials as was done in the case of enclosure .(A)t 
Special Agents in Charge of Field. Div·isions have been directed to brine; the 
bulletin to the attention of all law-enforcement officials in their Districts. 
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JOHN: ;Jl'JDG.A.R HOOVER 
Director 

Fed.eral l3ureau of Investigation 
United. States DeJ)artment of Justice 

Washington, D. C. 

September 6, 1939 

TO ALL LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICIALS: 
( 

For your information, the following formal statement was 
today issued. by the Presid.ent of the United States: 

11 The .Attorney General has been req.uested. by me to 
instruct the Fecleral J31.1.reau of Investigation of the 
Department of Justice to take charge ofcinvestigative 
work in matters relating to es:piona.ge, sabotage, e,nd 
violations of the neu.trali ty regulat:i.ons. 

This task mu.st be concluctecl in a comprehensive and 
effective manner on a national basis, ancl all informa­
tion r:rust be carefully sifted out e.nd correlatecl in 
order to avoid confusion and irresponsibility. 

To this end I request all police officers, shel"iffs, 
and all other law enforcement officers in the United 
States promptly to tv.rn ov-er to the nettrest repre­
sentative of the federal J3uren.u. of Investigation any 
information obtained by them rel0ting to espionage, 
counteres1iionage, se,botage, subversive activities and 
violations of the neutrality laws.ff 

I am bringing this st1:itement to your attention in order 
that if you have not already been a,d.vised of the P~~esident 1 s de­
sires in the handling of cases of the type above enumerated, you 
may be informed concerning the :Federal Governmentrs :program. I am 
conf:i.dent that you will cooperate in this matter by immediately_ 
notifying the nearest representative of the Federal ]ureau of In­
vestigation of any information received. relating to cases in the 
above classifications. 

__...-,~ ,,,,,, .. · c~ Downgrade to... . ........• , Sincerely yours I 

Auth: .... §~f?...f?::-'t.~F.. .. ................... (Sgd,) J. E. Hoove1• 
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(D) WAR MID NAVY DEPARTM:E~S !HF0RMAT!0N • .,._ It is des,i:re(1 
that you 'bring to the att(:Jntion of o.11 law enforceme.nt o:f.­
fi.cers in your district th:rough appropx·iate channels as 
prom1')tl:r as 'possible, the following statement: 

Law enforcement officials are encouraged ·bo turn 
over clirect to re1)resentatives of the War l:),nd }1a:vy :Oe:part-. 
ments information which is of primary interest to thosE;) de,,... 
rnirtments. From time to time when law enforcement off;ce:rs 
receive information which relates specifice,lly to or is of 
primary int ere st to the Military or lfaval organiza tfons, 
they should turn this information over i:mmediately to the 
nearest officer of the War or)favy Departr1ent. 

lnformation 'Ghat is of primary interest to the War 
and !faV'J Departments includes matters pertaining to person­
nel of those de:pa:i;tments, incl'\;1,ding both 1,1,11tformed and. _ 
civilian personnel; subject m1;1,tter :rertaintn g to the Hili ta:ry 
and Naval establishments; su.spiciouis or 1L\'l'L1.s1:1.ai moveml1lnts 
or, aotiviHes of foreien airci·aft ancl sb,:lpping, :Lncluiling 
alien.-manned fishing craft and Military and Naval informa­
tion regard.ing foreign armies and. navies. 

The foregoing types of information, Ewen though 
turned over to reJJresentatives o:f the War and lfavy :Oepai•t ... 
m~mts, should also be transmitted to the nearest repres.enta­
tive of the Federal l3uree,u of Imrestigatlon. 
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