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Office of the Chief of Naval Operations 

OFFICE OF NAVAL Il'JTitLLIGENCE 
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Date:~1.~J;:tf. .. t.a Unit: ,A/c.~,,s.~ 

Chief of naval Operatioas. 
,, Cmnmandants, All :raval Districts; 

Commandant, Nc,vy Y2:ect, VJashington, D. C.; 
C o:Jmandant, U. S. 1.J.,'.val ,'3 ;.;.;.i:t,ion, Gu,-1.ntanamo Bl!,J, Cuba; 
Cor:m:1andant, U. S. Nc/0.l Station, Gu~>,,m; 
Ccc,1::.r,dant, U. S. Naval Station, 'l'utuila, Sa:11oa. 

Cooperation and Coordination between the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation, Lrili tt,ry Intelligence 
Division of the War Department and the Office of 
Naval Intelligence. 

(a) CNO conf. ltr. Op-16-B-3, A2-fs, (SC)AB-5, 
Serial No. 0102916, dated July 6, 1940. 

(A) Agre0rnent of December 12, 1940 for cooperation 
and coordination between the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation, t:10 :,;Iilitary Intelligence Di vi­
s:Lon..,of the r;ar Department and the Office of 
Nava.+ Intelligence. 

1. Reference (a) enclosed an agreement between the 
Directors of the Federal Bureau of Inv,=;stig2,tion, the Military 
Intelligence Di vision of the '.Jar De~xJ,rtnent and the Office of 
Naval Intelligence, for tho guidance of District Intelligence 
Officers in connection with investigD.t:Lons of espionagB, counter­
espionage and sabotage. ThG enclosure of reference (a) called for 
close cooperation between the three agencies in all fields; but 
due to the various interpretations ple,ced on this agreement, some 
confusion still exists. 

2. Enclot::ure (A), supplementing the ;;,groement of June 5, 
19Lr0, is forwarded for the infornation 2..nd guidance of the District 
Intelligence Serv:Lce. 

3. Particular attention is invited to paragraph 1. ( a) 
of enclosure (A), which provides for a meeting of representatives 
of the three agencies at least once por week. 

Distribution: 
Addre,ssoes ( 5) 
M.I.D. (5) 
F.B.I. 
CinCU3 

( 5) 
(5) 

W. S. Anderson, 
By direction. 
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December 12, 1940 

COOPERATION AND COOR'.;)DJATION :BETWEEN 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF lNVESnGATIOH 

THE MILITARY nrTELLIG:EllWE DIV!SIOH OF THE ARMY 
.AND _JHE OF:E'ICE OF !!AVAL DTTJ!JLLIGENCB OF THE :M;_TY 

1. The Assistar:.t Chief of' Staff in charge of the Military Intelligence
Division of the Army, the Director of the Federal :Bureau of Investic;ation, and 
the Director of Naval Intelligence, wHh a view to :promoting the closest possible 
cooperatfon and coordination between the Field Services of these agencies, recom­
mend as follows: 

(a) Special Agents in Charge of the Federal Bureau of Investigation
Divisional Offices, •borix:i Area Military Intelligence Officers, and lfa1ral District 
Intelligence Officers wHl r.iaintain cloirn personP,l Haison ·between those offices 
and their rey;resentati ves, including a meeting of reprorientat1.ves of the three 
agencies, I)refera.�)1.y tb.e officers in chnrge, at :.east once per ,.reei: i for the p1.tr­
pose of clism:,.ssint, pending and contem:,olatecl investjgritive n.ctiv:i.t:i.es, ancl an3r 

other suojects necesf.1ary to i:1sure tha.b t!1.er0 is proper coo·cl:lnation of their in­
vestigative work. 

(b) The close personal liaison to be ��:i.nta.ined between representa­
tives of the three agencies at all times should. insnre that the:.·e is no duplict·lr 
tion of effort in an:r fielct, and that a :1ro:per covorac;e of the whole investigative 
field is maintai.ned. Particular attention should Of:'J Jiaid to e.void.ing any d.u:pli-· 
cation in connection with the use of info:i.•mers. 

( c) A distinction should be recognized '@·etween the investigattve
interest of individual agencies ar.,d the cove:rr:cgo interest. It is believtcl that 
all three agencies should study, from time to time, the coverage of the investi­
gative field. in order to insure that all cha.nnels of interest anc1 avenues of. 
information are aileq_uately covered by at least one of the :partic5.J:)ating agencies. 

(cl) Where there is doubt as to whether or not one of the other agen­
cies is interested in information collect ea., it should 'be transmitted to the 
other agency. 

(e) Consideration. should be given to the fact that certain classes
of information are of general interest to the Military and Naval Intelligence 
Services in connection with b[1.ck:gro1:u1.d. and a knowledge of espionage and sabotage 
organizations, even though the Military ancl Naval Intelligence Serv-ices may ha-tre 
no apparent direct invest1.gative interest. 

(f) Should differences of 01,inion of a minor nature occur, the
Directors of the three intelligence agencies feel that with proper personal 
liaison, such d.ifferences can be satisfo,ctorily ndjusted locally by the officials 
in charge of the various divisionn.1 o:rgo.nizations. 

2. The n,bove instructions should not in any way be const:tu.ed as abrogat-
ing the delimi:::1ation ag:reement J1reviously promulgnted, but as amplifying and 
clarifying this n.gr%;.:� 

��J I nowngrade to ............... ,
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