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To understand the extent to which the Ttalian

Govermment, under the present Fascist regime,
has endeavored to spread its propaganda, the
Casa Ttalisna which was founded at Columbia
University, is an exoellent. example. Primarily
instituted for the purpose of giving aid and
background to university students desirous of
studying Ttalian dulture and civilization, it,
however, became a center of Italian Fascist
propagenda. Similar Case Ttaliani have been
ostablished under the auspices of the Ttalian
Government at various other institutions of
higher leerning in the United States. It will
be -noted thet in each instance, where similar
foundntions have been established, the local
Ttalisn Consuls and Consulége Generald, played
e prominent part in the initial effort, insuring
the establishment of these Italian cultural
centers.

The Casa Italions was inaugureted on November 12, 1927
The ground had been provided by Columbia University. The cost of
the building was $315,000 of which $110,000 were subscribed by
Ttalian-American and American sympothizers and the rest given by
two wealthy contractors of Italien birth, Mr. Joseph Paterno and
Wr. Anthony Cempagna. The librory wes donated by another wealthy |

L

Italian-born contractor, Mr. Charlcs Paterno.

d with this initiative, he donated to the
larconi,
Gran Consiglio

Mussolini was pleuse
Ceso Ttoliana o part of its furniture, sent Gugliclmo L
president of the Accodemia d'Italia and a member of the
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CASA TTALTANA (Conﬁ’d.)
the institution, and flooded with decora-
ing it up.

£o inaugurate
a hand in sett

who had had
ed that it was Lo be

asa Ibaliana provid

vesponsible to the president

£ 1928, the president of
Burchell,

del Fascismo,
tions all those

the C
appointed by and
At the end ©

The charter of
ed by a board
umbia University.

iversity appointed as director Mr. Henry
£ the Ttaly-America Socieby, @ center of Fascist propa~
the winter of 1927, Mr. Burchell had made a lecture
es of Fascist propaganda from New York to St. Louls,
ganta Barbara, San Francisco, Seattle,
Omaha, and Chicago. The Ttalian consuls
nad cooperated with the Ttaly-America gociety. in the organization
of this tour. Mr. Burchell had spoken on nThe Rebirth of Tmperial
Rome" and myssolini and the Fascist gtate" (Bulletin of the

jussolind rewarded

Ttaly-America Society, Harch, 1927). M
Vr. Burchell's Fascist enthusiasm by'bestowing ypon him the title

of knight commander of the Order of the Crown of Ttaly (idem,

July-August, 1927) .

govern
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Columbia Un
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The teaching of
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CASA TTALIANA (Cont'd.)

‘ demands of history . . . Even the most super-
ficial reader cannot help fecling the passionate
sincerity of this self-interpretation . Al

/

f L few years later Mussolini himself told us that this
nauthentic account® was only a fraud concocted, with his consent,
by his brother Arnaldo and the former United States Ambassador
Childs (Mussolini, Vita di Arnaldo, Rome, 1933, D- 12l-5). The

Duce's brother was responsible for its lics and the ambassador for

P ‘ . .
4 its stuplditics.
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ssible to state positively whether Professors
ever been enrolled members of tha Fascilst
No one however deserves this

, - It is hot po
’ - : Marraro and Riccio have
, i party as is Professor Bigongiari.

; honor more than they.

a is indebted to Professor Marraro for a

booklet entitled "Nationalism in Italian Fducation" (Italia

4 Digest and News Service, New York, 1927); a Handbook for American
Students in Italy published in cooperation with the Ttalian His-

torical Society (Institute of Tnternational Education, New York,

v Bducabion in Italy, under the auspices

1933} and a book, The Nev
of the Ttalian Historical Society (S. F. Vanni, New York, 1936).

Fascist propagand

and MNews Service was founded in 1927 as
ng cenber of information and propaganda for Ttaly and the Fascist
regime among Americans.” The wltra-Fascist magazine, Il Carroccio
(January 1927, p. 167) announced its foundation in these inform-

ative terms:

The Italian Digest

"Tt proposes to publish books and pamphlets
documenting fully thec new political and economic
order in Ttaly. These monographs will be such as
to enlighten the American spirit and they will be
printed in editions of tens of thousands of copies.”

The dircctor of this institution was Dr. Previtali, vice-
ent of the Fascist League of North America. A few months
and News Service took the name of Italian
ali announced that under this

presid

later the Italian Digest

LTistorical Society and Dr. Previt

new guise it "would continue in its purpose of enlightening pub-

} lic opinion about the contemporary political, industrial and
intg%%§ctual revolution in Ttaly" (Il Carroccio, April 1927,

p. Loo).

‘ The fact that Professor Marraro issued his books with the

cooperation or under the ausplces of such a Fascist-controlled

(VL]
H

AT TR ATTIT
CONEIIENTTAL -

WA AN LB L e

DECLASSIFIED

Authority &MM 3

————,



i

CONFIDENTTAL

CASA TTALTANA (Cont'd.)

organization allows us to imagine their spirit without even open-
ing them, Mr. Marraro glorifies the reforms introduced by the
Pascist Minister Gentile into the Italian educational system from
1923 to 1925, He makes a4 point of ignoring the progress made in
Ttalian education in the fifty years before the Fascists came into
power, If one is not acquainted with Italian history one is led
to believe that the institutions described by Mr. Marraro sprang
up- like mushrooms through the work of one single man, the Fascist
Minister Gentile. In the New Bducation in Italy of 1936, only

10 out of 303 pages arc given to cxplaining or rather to conceal-
ing the criticisms which were levelled against the Gentile refoimé
in Ttaly within the ranks of the Fascist themsclves. The reader
is not told that many of the institutions devised by Gentile were
scrapped by his successors and that only a pile of ruins was left
of Gentile's scheme, wrongly planned and spasmodically carried
out., In discussing the discipline to which Italian university
professors are subjected, Professor Marraro ignores the fact that
in 1931 all professors were forced to sign an oath to the effect
that they would carry on the function of teaching and fulfill

all their academic dutics with the purpose of forming active and
valiant citizens devobed to the country and to the Fascist regime."
What Mr, Marraro said at the Y, M.C.A., of Brooklyn in a lecture

on "Fascist Ideals and Italian Culture" (Il Carroccio, 1928 1,

p. 2UL0) we do not know., We do know, however, thalt an article con-
tributed by him to Current History of May 1935 under the title -
"The Fascist Record in Italy" is an outstanding pilece of fraudu-
lent infamy. On Decembor 11, 1935, in a ceremony at the Casa
Ttaliana, the Ttalian Consul General conferred upon Professor
Marraro the order of the Crown of Italy "in recognition of his
meritorious service in behalf of Italian culture in America"
(Italy-imerica Monthly, January 15, 193k, p. 23).

Professor Riccio left for Italy in April 1927 "to submit
designs for furnishing the Casa Italiana to Premier Mussliniv
(The New York Times, April 22, 1927). '"During his stay in Ttaly
and through the initiative of Giuseppe Prezzolini several inter-
esting things were accomplished.® On July 1L Mussolini received
Prezzolini and Riccio and Ypromised as proof of his willingness
to cooperate to have sent from Italy periodicals, furniture and
art objects to help furnish and embellish the Casa" (Bulletin of
the Ttaly-America Sociecty, January 1929, p. 263-L).

Anmerican scholarship owes to Professor Riccio not only some gl
furniture at the Casa Ttaliana but also a book, On the Threshold i
of Fascism (Casa Ttaliana, Columbia University, New York, .1929),
from which we learn that Prezzolini invented Fascism before
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CASA ITALIANA (Cont'd.)

Mussolinit To prove this contention Mr. Riccio displays an amazing
ignorance of the History of all Italian cultural and pelitical
movenents during the first two decades of the present century and
an absolute inability to analyze thoughts or to detect actual,

and not imaginary, similarities and contradictions. In this book,
published in 1929 at the expense of the Casa Italiana, Ir, Ricelo
playced the part of John the Baptist teo Mr., Prezzolini. He paved
the woy for lMr, Prezzolini's appointment as a professor at
Columbia and Director of the Casa. Mr. Ricclo's most recent
literary exploit is the page contributed by him to the Primo Libro
d'Oro della Lingua Italiana published in 1940 by the 'Committce
pro Italian Language," an appendage of the Italian Consulate in
New York. This phge bears the title "Italy in the Byes of Great
Foreigners" and consists:of bare quotations from Dickens, Goethe,
Browning, Byron and Shelley. At the end of this labor, ¥r. Riccio
modestly has added his own namo with no quotation at all., Had

a college freshman handed in a paper gotten up in this way, his
professor would have marked it: Dickens - A. Byron - A,

Goethe - A, Shelley ~ A, Riccilo - ¥,

“In 193, the Fascist government gave Mr. Riccio a gold
medal for his work on behalf of Italian "culture." (Il Carroccio,

193l, p. 213.)

In April 1930 Mr., Burchell retired from the direction of
the Casa Italiana and the President of Celumbia University
appointed as his successor Mr., CGiuseppe Preozzolini (Bulletin of
the Italy-hmerica Society, April 1930). At the same time,
Mr. Preszolini was appointed full professor of Italian at Columbia
and Mr. Riccio was made Secrctary of the Casa Italiana. We strong-
ly suspect that the announcement of lir. Prezzolini's appointment
given by The New York Times of April 25, 1930, is duc to the pen
of Mr, Riccio who alone could write such nonsense as that con-
tained in the statement that Prezzolini had been a "leader in
Futurisnm, Fascism and Modernism" and that he would carry out in
the Casa Italiana "an inbternational program for the introduction
of Ttalian culture to the Western World."

Before the war of 19lhw18, Mr. Prezzolini was a sort of
crusader in Italy. During the post-war crisis he acquired the wis-
dom to place himself au-dessus de la melee and he took no part in
the battle between Fascists and anti-Pascists. He was an "opon-
minded" man, waiting to sec which way the wind would blow. When
the enti-Fascists were hopclessly worsted, there was no doubt in
his mind as to what course to pursuc.
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CASA ITALIANA (Cont'd.)

Unfortunately therc was a black mark in Mr. Prezzelinits
past. In 1915, when he was still a crusader, he had published a
study purporting to prove the Slavic character of Dalmatia and
maintaining that Ttaly had neither the right to conquer it nor.
any interest in so doing, The Italian Nationalists, who occupied
many posts of strategic importance within the Fascist Party, ncver
forgave Mr. Prozzolini this act of Intellectual integrity and
moral courage. Mr. Prezzolini, however, put their hostility to good
use outside of Italy. It was thanks to their cnmity that in 1925
he secured a well-paid position with the Institute for Intel-
lectual Cooperation in Paris. This Job was given to hin because
it was expected that he would stay free of any pronounced Fascist

influence,
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But, while he was thus taking advantage of the hostility
of the Naticnalists, Mr. Prezzolini managed to have his fealty
declared to and accepted by Mussolini., In former times the two
mon had been friends fighting in the same liberal camp and
Mussolini was not onec to give too much importance to youthful
errors since he himself had undergone considerable changes of
opiniont It was to his intorest to welcome all those who were
willing to scrve him and so 1t was not difficult for Mr. Prezzo-
linits overtures to meet with success,

If we are to believe the account given by lr. Brunc
Roselli in 1934 (I1 MONDO, February 1941), the understanding
between Mussolini and Prozgolini came into being after the latter
had becone a professor at Columbia and dirsctor of the Casa
Ttaliana. This chronological item is certainly erroneous.
early as 1925, kir. Prezzolini was on good cnough terms with
Mussolini to intreduce to the Dictator persons interested in pro-
moting the Casa Ibaliana (I1 Carroccic, 1925, II, p. 605). Again
in 1927, as we have scen above, he was instrumental in favoring
Mr, Ricecio's advances to Mussolini.

ASs

In this same year, 1927, Mr. Prezzolini published a Vita di
Niccolo! Machiavelll Fiorentino (Mondadori, Milan), a romanticized
bilography abounding in low comedy tricks and contortions repellent
to any reader acquainted with the tragically sericus subject-
matter. It was the life of Machiavelli as wribtten by a clown.
Throughout the whole work therc are political allusions meant to
be gratifying to the Fascists and to Mussolini. Here are a few
Jewels of this sort:

"We know that to combat for liberty is madness;
we nay be indulgent enough to call it generous butb

~
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it is madness all the same . . . We know that
slaves, when their master is killed, lose no
in looking for another masbter. e know that the
p Tyrant is not a man to be hated; often he is a
d Tuckless fellow endowed with great patience, who
' takes upon himself the sins and the miscery of
‘ his people in order to lcad them where they
would never go if they knew their destination. We
know that at certain times pecples feel the need
of being commanded; they do not wish to think
but only to obey; not to discuss, to reflect, to
worry, to torment themsclves, to doubti they
wish only to accept what another decides for
them and at suc¢h times a Tyrant is useful, neces=
ary, beneficent and providential (p. 61-32) . +
The hero does not mutter prayers nor is he an ascetic.
He is a man of violence . . . ever arred with a
club or a sword, The club and the sword serve
good ends, Woe be unte those who do not fear the
stroke of the sword (p. 166) . . .

tine
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And so on for pages of complacent description and admiration
’ of the Fascist bludgeon {p. 17h4-5), the same mangancllo that in
1925 had fallen on the head and shoulders of Giovanni Amendola
and thus caused the death of a man for whom ¥r. Prezzolini had ks i
professed great affection. Amcng the other imaginary activitics : 1)
which Mr. Prezzolini credited to Hachiavelli was the Florentine's ‘ i
participation in the larch on Rone, alongside of Mussolini. But
Mr. Prezzolini does not tell us whether lachiavelli would have 1]
1 mounted a white horse or whether he weuld have accompanied :
: Iussolini from Milan in his slecping-car.

I ’
il 1r. Prezzolini must have been looking in the mirror when he
ljt wrote the following page:

| "The thinking Italian created at this time
i . (the Counter-Reformation) ancther revolution i
i , which proclaimed his spiritual liberty. He il
went to mass, he doffed his hat, he gave cvery
cutward sign of respect and persuasion without

;i feeling them in his heart. Werc hats to be

o doffed? The Italian complied. Was he to address
idiots as !'Your Excellency! and brigands as 'Your
3 Honor'? He made no objection to such a small

" tribute of words but in his cown home he called
them idiots and brigands. PForced te a daily
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excreise of dissimulation and pretense, he soon
began to excel in political tdoxtority.! Thus his
choracter was marked once and forever. His
ability to adapt himself te circumstances carried
eivilization to a maturity bordering on corrup-
tion. But this corruption was endured with
lightness and gentlemanliness and, indeed, with

a cortain sadness." (p. 227.)

This state of moral putrefaction Ilr. Prezzolini called
povolubiont and "eivilization," nay, even tspiritual liberty."

In view of these antecedents, the appointment of such an
neducator" as a professor at Columbia University and director of
the Casa Ttdliana raised no objections among Italian Fascists,
cither in Italy or in the United States. The Fascist magazine,
T1 Carroccio (April 1930; p. 242) commented in the following
terms: "We cannot but rejoice at the choice made by Columbia .
1f Columbla University were in Italy, no one could object
object if it only admitted Fascist teachers and the Fascist version
of events. TFascist doctrine is clear. It was expounded by Muss=—
olini on December 5, 1925:

"The Government demands that the school shall be inspired

by the ideals of Fascism. It demands that the school shall
‘not be, I do not say hostile, but even indifferent or skep-
tical toward Fascism. It demands that all the schools, in
every class and in every course, shall educate Italian youth
to understand Fascism and to renew itself in Fascism and to
live in the historical atmosphere created by the Fascist Rev-

olution."

If Fascist philosophy, "Italian" culture means "FPascilsth
culture. Whatever is anti-Fascist or even simply non-Fascist is
not Ttalian. Men like Borgese, Croce, Ferrero, Salvemini, Sforza,
Silone, Don Sturzo, Toscanini, Venturi are excluded from Italian
culture because they are anti-Fascist and therefore anti-Italian,
and vice-versa, men like Bigongiari, Marraro, Prezzolini and Riccio,
in FPascist Ttaly or in Nazi Germany would be entitled to monopolize
such institutions as the Casa Ttaliana. Mussolini not only favored
the beginnings of the Casa Italiana and contributed to its furnish-
ings, bubt in 1932 made to 1t an outright gift of $10,000 (THE NEW
YORK TIMES, July 18, 1932). If he had suspectedthat a taint of
any culture other than "Fascist" might penetrate the Casa ITtalilana
under the disguise of "Italian" culture, his attitude would have
been different., In 1928, Count Sforza was chosen by the Internat-
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ional Institute of Politics of Williamstown, Mass., as speaker at 2
thedir mectings, after the Fascist Signor Cippico had been chosen g
in 1925 and before the Pascist agent Signor Villari was chosen in =
1932, The CARROCCIO never objected to any Fascist speaker. But 5
it bitterly reproached the Italian Ambassador to Washington for =
not preventing Count Sforzat's appointment, What was the use of =
keeping an Ambassador in Washington 1f he was unable to prevent §
such a scandal? (CARROCCIO, 1928, IT, 8), This is Fascist ment- @
ality, and there is a perfect consistency in it, =
' >
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Columbia University and the Casa Italiana, however, are loc-
ated in New York, not in Rome, and New York is in a supposedly dem-
ocratic country. Under free institutions, anyone of real ability
and good character is entitled to be a teacher, even if he is a
Pascist, Bub no monopoly can be granted to any one political party.
We may even admit that, in a frec country, there should be allowed

Fascist or Communist universities just as there are Roman Catholic i

miversities and of course all the teachers of any such school must
share the same faith. But such universities must openly profess
thelr doctrines. Columbia University and the Casa Italiana never i
termed thenselves Fascist. They were expected to be free of pol- :
itical affiliations and open to the free competition of all schools
of thought. :

In 1924, a Protestant protested against the appearance of the
Roman Catholic Papini as a lecturer at Columbia, The President
of the University rejected this protest on the grounds of intellect-
‘nal freedom, stating that persecution of those whose doctrine may
not agree with ours was "un-American" (THE NEW YORK TIMES, January
16, 192L). This was right. But, at the Casa Italiana, all the
teachers were nembers of the Fascist Party or Fascist fellow-trav-—
elers, and only those speakers were admitted who were prepared to
sing the praises  of Mussolini, besides those who confined themseclves
to archaelogical, artistic, literary or other sterilized subjects.
Speakers in disagreement with the Fascist were methodically banned.

In February of 1928, Mr. Lulgi Criscuolo, who had not yet
seen the light on the road to Damascus and was not yet an adwmirer
of Mussolini, publicly asked the President of Columbia to allow
anti-Fascists to lecture at o course on contemporary Italy announced
by the Casa Italiana, The President solemnly answereds

Mie are a University in which free andfair discussion of all
subjects that come within the proper range of our intellect-
ual interest and activity is encouraged and promoted in the
hope that thereby the course of truth will be advanced,
««oThe University does not pernit itself to be used for what
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1% has beconme fashionable to call propaganda of any kind nor
would it under any circumstances take part in or fonment a
partisan discussion of the internal politics of any Stateor
natiohs? (THE NEW YORK TIMES, February 15, 1928i)

Thus, according to the President of Columbia, "the cause of
fruth will be advanced! only by Fascistsj "free and fair discussion
can take place but among Fascists; Fascist opinion is not partis-
an; whoever darcs to contest the Fascist interpretation of events
is partisan and hence cannot advance the "cause of truth" and can-«
not obtain the right of "free and fair discussion! in the Casa It«
sliana. In other words, the conceptions of truth held by Mussolini
and by the Pregident of Columbila werc as like as two peas in a poda

Tn 1939, in the first volume of his autoblography ACROSS THE
BUSY YEARS (I, 13) Dr. Butler was to express the opinion that Muss-
olini's "intellectual power is overcstimated by both himsclf and
nis friends.! DBut before Mussolini attacked Ethiopia in 1935, the
President of Columbia was one of his most faithful admirers. In
Septenber 192), Mussolini sent him an autographed photograph with
a message expressing high csteern (THE NEW YORK TIMES, September 28,
192l) and in November of the same year this was followed by the be~
stowal of one of the highest Italian decorations (THE NEW YORK TIMES,
November 12, 192l;). In February 1925, Dr. Butler stated that "it
is safe to predict that just as Cromwell made modern England, so
Mussolini will make modern Italy " (CARROCCIO, February, 1925, Do
252). In April 1927, speaking at the University of Virginia, he
rightly described the Fascist attack against democracy as more ser-
ious by far than Communism. But without the least shadow of a doubt,
without the least sign of criticism he dished up all the slogans
of Faseist propaganda, and he described Fascism as the "amazing
movement which under the leadership of Premier Mussolini has brought
new life and vigor and power and ambition to the great people of

the Ttalian peninsula'l:

e must accept the demonstration that Fascism is a form of
government of the very first order of excellence. There is
no contradiction by any responsible authority as to the stu-
pendous improvement.which Pascism has brought in the order,
the safety, the health, the cducation, the comfort and the
satisfaction of the Italian peoplce....They were pretty ruch
broken dovm as a government. The conditions cried aloud fr
remedy; anarchy, bankruptcy, moral powerlessness, had appar-
ently seized upon that great PeOplesss..5ix million Italians’
wore one day without water to drink or to cleanse themselves,
the railways had broken down, the postal scrvice was wrecked,
the roads were in disrepair; brigandage, anarchy and crime
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were rampant overywherc., #11 that is gone and the country

ig orderly and ordercd and looks itself and the world with
pride and satisfaction., "All in five short years. I quest-
ion whether in like time any equally complete revolution in
the public habits and the order of the people has ever boen
accomplisheds. We cannot quarrel with its actions...Whether
or not this philosophy makes appeal to othen nations one. can-
not say, but, certainly, it has made a magnificent and power-
ful appeal to the Italian people-~that great people....is back
in the very front line of performance and achievement in this
twentieth century. That in itself 1s a great and striking
and persuasgive phenomenon,! ' ‘
(N, M, Butler, LOOKINCG FORWARD, New York, Scribnerts Sons,
1932, pp. 183-197).

A belicver in democracy who had swallowed lock, stock and
barrel Dr. Butler'!s version of Italisn history must have been a:
very plg-headed man if he had not thought that it would be worth-
while to try Fascism in America also since it had brought so much
life and vigor to Italy.

Mussolini, however, expected more from Dr. Butler. The latter
had admired Fascist achlevements but had not accepted Fascist phil-
osophy. On Mussolinit's behalf the Ttalian ambassador to Washington
told Dr. Butler that he should go to Rome to discuss philosophy with
Mussolini. So, Dr. Butler went to Rome in June 1927.

On alighting at the Rome station he was pleasantly surprised:

e were greeted on the platform by a representative of the
Foreign Office, as well as by several military and civil aides,
whe straightway took charge of all arrangements for our cone-
fort and welfarc. It appearcd that we were guests of the
government, A charming apartment at the Hotel Bxcelsior had
baen assimmed to use.'.

Dr. Butler's and Mussolinits philosophical discussions did
not lead anywhere., "It was plain that my views made no impression
on Mussolini, and his made none on me." But they parted in friend-
1y fashion. "I must say that Mussolini is the only oubtstanding
political leader or dictator whom I ever met who would permit free
and open debate with him on his doctrines and principles and yet
keep up friendly relations." Who then could have surmised that
there was no freedom of speech or no freedom of the press in Ttaly?
Who could have surmised that a Special Tribunal for the defense
of the State consisting of officers of the Fascist Militia, was
grinding out hundreds of years of imprisonment for people who did
not agree with Mussolinits doctrines and principles? TVho could
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have surmised that there were in Italy islands on which people were
interned without any trial at all? After disagreeing with Mussol-
inivsphilosophy, Dr. Butler recelved an honorary degree from the
University of Rome (THE NEW YORK' TIMES, June 26, 1937) and then

was bamboozled all over Italy to "see the Fasclst organization in
practical operation.' He thought that he had been enabled "to see
the wheels of Fascism go round! since he had visited a certain num~
ber of buildings, rooms and officials. (ACROSS THE BUSY YEARS, II,

153-156).

That month of June, 1927 must have left Dry Butler triumphal
memories. He was recelved not only by Mussolini, but also by the
King and the Pope. He showed them what were the aims of the Carn-
egie Endowment for Internaticnal Peace, and "Premier Mussolini and
the Pope showed the keenest interest and promised their whole-~
hearted support." (THE NEW YORK TIMES, June 26, 1927).

Under such circumstances one could hardly expect Dre. Butler
to disagree with Mussolini on 'culture" or '"propagenda." Fascisn
was "eulture! and anti-Fascism "propaganda."

"DUCEY DUCE! DUCEL"

It is only fair to admit that, during his first years as dir-
ector of the Casa, Professor Prezzolini tried personally to remain
aloof from militant politics. He wished to be considered an 'un-
biased scholar." Tor this reason he gave hospitality at the Casa
Ttaliana to some few persons not in favor with Fascism, In 1930,

Dre. Maz Ascoli and Dr. Guido Ferrando were guests at the Casa, with-

out being invited to any official functions or giving any lecturcs.
They were treated as morganatic friends of the director. Since

they had only just arrived in this country, they were not awarc of
the special treatment accorded them.
went so far as to ask to tea Guglielmo Perrero whose guest he had

once been in Prance. But this tcea was of a morganatic rather than

of an official nature,
Fascist, Marquis Piero Misciatelli.

While Professor Prezzolini was keceping up a pretence of peor—
- sonal aloofness, the Casa Italiana, under Professor Prezzolinits
direction, remained faithful to the definition of Y“eulture" given
by the President of Columbia in relation to things Italian,

In March, 1930, the Casa created a "Book of the Month Club!
which should recommend the best Ttalian books. Its committee was,
of course, totally Fascist: G.B. Angioletti, Professor Emilio

Bodrero, Franco Ciarliantini, Curzio Malaparte, F.T. Marinetti, ¥.
M. Martini, Ugo Ojetti, Alfredo Panzini, Glovanni Papini, Margherita
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In 1931, Professor Prezzolini

There was no question. of Ferrero being con-
siderced as a lecturer on the same level as the renowned Dantist and
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Sarfatti and Professor Gioacchino Volpe (THE NEW YORK TIMES, March
28, 1930). We can easily guess how many anti-~Fascist books were

recommended,
,ﬂ¢g4 Lectures on contemporary Italy were consistently entrusted
: to Fascists or pro-Fascists. Dante remained the favorite subject

of local and out-of-town visitors. One such dilettante was thus
' aﬁnigﬁced by the ITALY AMERICA SOCIETY BULLETIN of October,1931,
Ll D. 554 :
Hé 1The eminent Italian Scholar and authority on art and liter-
i ature and renowned Dantist, Marquis Piero Misciatelli, has

ob ~ been invited to Columbia University by President Butler: He

? , will deliver a series of four lectures on Danbte!'s Divine Come
b edy with comments in English at the Casa Ttaliana....He is a

%, Fasclsty!

SOOI [BUOREN 8U} Jo SBUIPIOH peyisseaq J paisseiun sy woyj peonpoidey

i The Casa Tbaliana unfailingly pave receptions for- Fascist

fi dignitaries from Italy. In November, 1930, Count Volpi, former

i Ttalian Finance Minister, was introduced by the President of the -
! University. (THE NEW YORK TIMES, November 11, 1930). In November,

: 1931, the Fascist Foreign Minister, Count Grandi, was honored.

| , (THE NEW YORK TIMES, November- 25, 1931). In Decomber, 1932, the
new Consul General, Grossardi, after a dinner given by the Fascist
Italian Historical Assoclation, was officially-received at the Casa
| Ttaliana (THE NEW YORK TIMES, December 18,19, 1932). In May, 1933,
| Robert Underwood Johnson, former ambassador to Italy, presented bo

l the Casa Italiana an American and an Ttalian flags: "Professor Prezz-—
il olinl presided and the Royal Ttalian Consul General in New York,
Grossardi, accepted the gifts." (THE NEW YORK TIMES, May 5, 1933.)
Thus the responsible representative of the Casa Italiana would seem
to be the Italian Consul rather than Director Prezzolini,

Ik The Italy America Society, which had its abode in the Casa
Italiana, had as its secretary and the editor of its publication,

ﬁ the ITALY AMERICA MONTHLY, Mr. Beniamino de Ritis. In 193L, this

I gentleman left America to go to Malta as "inspector of the Ttalian

ﬁ' schools." Malta was a hot-bed of Fascist and anti-British activities
. and Mr. de Risis! mission was "most delicate and of extreme polit-

8 ical importance." (CARROCCIO, July 193k, p. 227). It is clear that
Mr. de Ritis had proved his ability while working in the Italy Am~
erica Socliety.

!f The Dante Alighieri Society, a Fascist transmission belt, also

Al found shclter at the Casa Italiana and "established close cooperation

L with the Casa." (THE NEW YORK TIMES, August 31, 1930).
!

In 1932, under the direction of Mr, Leonard Covello, a "Casa
Ttaliana Educational Bureau" was established. Its purpose was "the
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gathering and presenting of social and educational facts for the
sbudy and interpretation of the soclal and cultural changes in
Italian immigrants and their desseeiidents in the United States! and
it endeavored to serve as a medium for the centralization of act-
ivities directed toward the cultural advancement of the Italo-Amer—
ican" while encouraging "the diffusion of the Italian language in
the high schools and colleges of the United States." (ITALY AMER-
ICA MONTHLY, September 25, 1935, p, 11). In the ITALY AMERICA
MONTHLY of July 15, 193, p. 11-17, Mr. Covello published a grand-
iose plan for an intelligent, authentic, scicntific, objective,
unbiased and centralized investigation of the Ttalian American come—

mmity. This would amount to a real Italian-~American encyclopaedia.

But nothing has come of it beyond a study on pe 11-21 of the ITALY

AMERICA MONTHLY of February, 1935, and ninc bulletins issued between
1932 and 1936, a third of which were stuffed with Fascist propaganda

under the guise of reviews of recent books,

The Bureau's work developed on quite different lines from
scholarship or education.

On November 26, 1933, the representatives of ninety-nine It-

alian societies, invited by the Educational Burcau, held a meeting
at the Casa Italiana to discuss ways and means of promoting the
study of Ttalian. The spcakers were Professors Prezzolini, Coscnza,
Covello and Consul Grossardi...."One of the most encouraging feat-
ures of the meeting was the whole~hearted support offercd to the
Consults plan to permit Italian societies to donate part of the pro-
cecds from banguets fbowards a permancnt scholarship fund for needy
students in' Ttalian." (ITALY AMERICA MONTHLY, April 15, 1934, p. 21.)
On April 27, 193&, an Ttalilan FESTA was hold aboard the Ttalian
liner "Rex" with over three thousand participants "represcnting

the combined efforts of over two hundred Italian and Italo-American
organizations of New York and vicinity." (ITALY AMBRICA MONTHLY,
May 15, 193L). From the CARROCCIO, 193l, p.213, we learn that $3,000
were collected, of which $1,000 were for scholarships to young It-
alian-Americans wishing to study in Italy and another $1,000 to the
Educational Burcau of the Casa Italiana. The next step was the
creation of an "Educational Italian Clubs Foundation" which held

its first meeting at the Casa Italiana on September 30, 193k, (CARR-
0CCIO, 193L, p. 213). These "BEducational Italian Clubs" were no
more or less than Fascist Clubs disguised as dducational centers.
Thus the Bureau gathered around the Italian Consulate more than 250
associations. (ITALY AMERICA MONTHLY, July 15, 193k). In 1933,
Mussolini had already begun to prepare for a way with Ethiopia and,
when this war broke out, all those associations marched united under
the orders of the Consulate., After 1936, the Bureau no longer gave
any signs of life. It had performed its task.
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However, by personally sticking to a somewhat reserved atbtit-
ude, the Director of the Casa Italisna caused some 11l humor among
the Fascist firebrands of New York, In his letter of November,
193, published by IL HMONDO, February, 1941, the Fascist propaganda
agent, Professor Bruno Roselli, gave a hint of such complaints by
o saying that Prezzolini "became and remained for along time a mighty
1‘4 silent man while the Italians of Italy and of America sharpened
! their claws in expectation,!

T

By Scptember, 1933, Professor Preszolinits cowparative dis-

cretion faded away. Pecrhaps during his summer vacation in Italy,
he was told to show more enthusiasm in order to disprove a suspic-
| ion of Fascist efficiency; otherwise someone more active, such as
Sl Professor Roselll, might have walked away with the directorship of
il the Casa Italiana. The fact is that in September, 1933, the Fascist
N nagazine, ATLANTICA, published an article by Professor Prezzolini
§ ﬁf under the title "Impressions of a Traveler in Italy." A better
‘ h‘ title would have been "Prezzolini in Wonderland." When the author
ik bought nis ticket for Italy in Paris, his heart beat faster because

it the Italian Tourist Agency was "the most beautiful tourist agency"
i in that city. IEntering Itaely he found that, whereas in France, the
! sun had been "watery" and in Switzerland "clouded over," now the
i weather was superb, thanks, undoubtedly to Mussolini. At Milan,
1 the traveller discovered that "Italy seems a land of luxury, of
abundance, of gulet security....In New York drawn faces but in Milan
happy face8..... burst of youth, an abundance of people, a beauty
natural to the race both in the men and in the women.' A1l this,
iy too, thanks to Mussolini. At Bologna he admired not only the new
4 buildings of the University, the most handsome University president
C that I have ever seen,'" And what about the President of Columbia?
il Indeed, ingratitude is the privilege of an independent heartil...
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i T talked to a railroad employee who had heard that T came

i from America. He couldn't believe that things were going so

i badly in America: beggars on the streects, public distribution
N‘ of bread and milk every evening to millions of the unemployed,
”?J salarics unpaid for three years, primary schools closed in

i) states as large as all of northern Italy. In contrast to all
P this he told me about the efficiency of the Italian Relief

‘ f Organization and the spirit of mutual helpfulness among all

3 citizens." :

And so from marvel to marvel, from eccstasy to ccstasy, until
a cry of love arose from the travcler's hearts

"A11l this spirit of youth, this fervor, this vitality, this

renewal, this acceleration of tempo are due to a moving force,

far away but everywhere present....to a single central moving
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48
force that tirelessly pushes onward. I feel the rhythm of
this force just as on a great steamer I feel the vibration
cf the engine even when standing at the bows, The name of
this woving force is told to me by the crowd of young and
old that I came upon by chance before the Palazzo Veneszia
shouting ceasglessly in unison: !'Du-ce, Du~ce, Du~celth
Thus it can be seen that although the primary purpose in

ostablishing the CASA ITALIANA (Italian House) was founded in an

endeavor to promote Italian culture and a betier understanding

of Ttalian history, civilization and Italian centributions to

law, art, music, scilence and religion, the institution became a

center of propaganda for the Ttalian Fascist cause.
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Since this organization was previously used by the Ttalian
Government, a partner of the Axis in the present conflict, as an
effective means for the dissemination of Fascist propaganda, and
since this deep-~rooted relationship must necessarily still exist,
the CASA ITALIANA should therefore be regarded with suspicion
and 1ts activities must be kept under constant surveillance,

In preparing this information for the field, it must be borne
in mind that it is being distributed solely for the purpose of
graphically 1llustrating one of the many channels through which

Fascist propaganda flows with the encouragement of the Itelian
Governnent . =
Tos ALL ND's, FBI, MID, COI and State Dept. B-7-I
November 22, 1941,
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