
THE AMMO DUMP IN DANANG EXPLODES IN 1969 
(Photo courtesy of SIA Lanes Arnold) 

A LOOK BACK AT 
NISO VIETNAM 
For nost ioombers of the Naval 

Investigative Service who served in 
Vietnam, the beginnirg of one of. the 
most memorable and sometimes 
fright.eni.m ~iences of their lives 
began just outside Sacramento, 
california, at Travis Air Force Base. 

'lwo who made that trip were Mr. 
Steve ArgUbright, a retired Navy 
cx:mnarrler who rcM works in the NIS 
eounterintelligence Directorate, arrl 
NIS Speeial Agent Cllarles A. "Cll.uck" 
Pal.Irer, who is r'Dll a supervisor in the 
NIS telecanmunications division. 

Fran June 1970 to June 1971, Mr . 
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Argubright served as the executive 
officer of what was then known as the 
U. S. Naval Investigative Service 
Office Vietnam. D-lr~ the same 
period, S/A Palmer was a lieutenant 
junior grade who served first as the 
administrative officer arrl then as an 
officer-agent. 

"Cll.uck arrl I flew over together on a 
MAC flight out of Travis, to Hawaii, 
then to Clark Airfield in the 
Rliliwines, arrl then on to Tan Son 
Nhut," Mr. Argubright recalled. "It 
took about 16 hoors arrl was v, 
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Spart.an flight. No frills. It was very tiri_nJ, plus there was the 
anticipation of goinJ to Vietnam am 
the l.1I1knc:Mn. It was an enotionally 
dra~ experience. 

SAIGON 
''When we arrived we were met by 

( Qcrlr. ) Conn Burroughs, who was the 
camnarrli_nJ officer of the NISO, am 
(Lt . ) stan Zapatka, am sane other people . 'Ihey took us into Saigon, where we durrped our stuff. We were like zanbies because we had been traveli_nJ so lo~. We stayed in the Five Ocean.5 a:Q in Ololon, the Ounese district of Saigon, aboot a block am a half frarn the office. 

"I was so tired, so whir:p::!d, that I 
just crashed. 'Ihe next IOC>rrunJ 
SOlt8)ne said there had been a rocket 
attack duri_nJ the night am asked me 
if I had heard them. I said 'No, what rockets? I II 

At that time, the Saigon office 
consisted of three officers, six Navy enlisted personnel am awroximately 10 NIS Special Agents, accord~ to 
Mr. Argubright. 

TU DO STREET AND THE 
CARAVELLE HOTEL 
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"Normally when guys came into Vietnam they came to Saigon first to 
get acclimated to the climate, 11 Mr. 
Argubright said. "'Ihen went rut to the 
various regions where they were 
assigned, ~' Binh 'Ihuy , Nah Bay, or wherever. 11 

Some of the merrorable larrlmarks in 
Saigon included the Continental Palace am the caravelle Hotel, whidl were holdovers from the old French colonial days am, of course, the infam::us 'I\l Co Street. 

THE CONTINENTAL PALACE 
"'Ihe Continental Palace am the caravelle were right across the street frarn each other," Mr. Argubright said. "'Ihey were same of the older, IOC>re established hotels that had been there 

for a lo~ time am were located fairly close to the National Assembly 
buil~. 'Ihey were gatheri_nJ spots am water~ holes for a lot of correspoments am war reporters who came into Saigon to file their stories. A nurnt-er of news bureaus had offices set up in the area. It was a well kJ1a.m spot to neet peq,le. 

11'I\l to street was a cxrnbination of many thinJs. It had many verrlors am ped::llers, lots of colorful wares, a 
lot of night clubs am restaurants. 
Of course there were other peq,le who 
had other thinJs they were ped:ll~ am yoo could get an~ on Tu to street yoo wanted ••• for a price. 11 

Although Mr. Argubright spent nost 
of ~s time at thE: office in Saigon, he did sane travel~ in the field. 

"I went to Nah Bay, cam Ranh Bay am 
I:mlarg. (NIS Special Agent) Arrly 
Lambert was in cam Ranh Bay , am (NIS 
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SPECIAL ANNOUNCEME NT 

USNAVINVSERVO VIETNAM 

SPEC IAL ANNOUNCEMENT 

TH E FIRST ANNUAL NI SOV CH IE U HOI INVITATIONAL GOLF TOURNAMENT WILL 8E 
HE LD ON 15 oc-r.,c ER 1970 AT THE SAIGON GOLF ANO COUNTRY CLUB ( NEAR COMUS MACV 
COMPOUND), REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM. ALL NI S PERSONNEL WI TH A REAL SP IRIT OF 
COMPETITION ARE CORDIALLY INVITED. STARTING TIMES WI LL BE AVAILA BLE AT 
SUNRISE, OR AS THE OPERATIONAL SITUATION PERMI TS, ANO SUBSEQUENT STARTING 
TIMES WILL BE SIX MIN UTES ArART, OR AS INCOMING MORTAR/ROCKET ROUNDS ALLOW. 

IN ORDER THAT TEE, FAIRWAY, GREEN, ANO 19TH HOLE ARGUMENTS ARE AVOIDED, 
THE FOLLOW ING "RULES OF ENGAGEMENT " HAVE BEEN ESTABLI SHED, ANO ARE IRREFUTABL E: 

1. THE WEARING OF SIDEARMS IS PERMISSABLE; EACH GOLFER DESIRING TO DO SO, 
HOWEV ER , MUST PROCEED TO A PRE-DESIGNATED "SAFE AREA" BEFORE TEEING OFF TO 
DEMONSTRATE THAT HIS BACKSWING IS OF SUFFICIENT GRACE TO PRECL UDE INADVERTENT 
HARM TO HIMSELF OR OTHERS. 

2. THE CARRYING OF AN M-16 IN THE GOLF BAG IS OPTIONAL. SHOULD THIS BE 
DONE, HOWEVER, A MAXIMUM OF 13 CLUBS WILL BE ALLOWED AND THE M-16 SHALL NOT 
BE USED AS A SUBSTITUTE WOOD, LONG IRON, SHORT IRON, SANO WEDGE, OR PUTTE R. 

3. OUT-OF-COUNTRY PARTICIPANTS WILL BE GIVEN TOP PRIORITY IN THE SPACE
AVAILABLE BUNKERS THAT ARE STRATEGICALLY SITUATED THROUGHOUT THE COURSE. FLAK 
JACKETS ARE AVAILABLE ON A FIRST-COME-FIRST-SERVE BASIS. 

4. ALL GOLFERS WILL BE REQUIRED TO HAVE A CADDY. THE CADDIES ARE 
CLASSIFIED AS FOLLOWS : 

CLASS A: HAS HAD EXTENSIVE CADDY EXPERIENCE UNDER COMBAT CONDITIONS, 
SPEAKS ENGLISH, IS THOROUGHLY FAMILIAR WITH ALL SAFE AREAS, 
BUNKERS, AND SHORT CUTS ON THE COURSE, HAS MET QUARTERLY 
M-16 REQUIREMENTS ON THE FIRING RANGE, AND HAS SUCCESSFULLY 
COMPLETED AN EXPLOSIVE ORDNANCE DISPOSAL COURSE (EOD). 
FEE : 350 PIASTERS ($2.96) 

CLASS B: HAS HAD LIMITED CADDY EXPERIENCE UNDER COMBAT CONDITIONS, 
SPEAKS VERY LITTLE ENGLISH BUT UNDERSTANDS SIGN LANGUAGE, 
IS NOT YET FAMILI AR WITH ENTIRE GOLF COURSE, SKIPPED M-16 
PRACTICE THE LAST QUARTER, AND HAS ONLY OBSERVED EOO TRAIN
ING CLASSES. 
FEE : 250 PIASTERS ($2 .11) 

CLASS C: HAS NO CADDY EXPERIENCE UNDER COMBAT CONDITIONS, SPEAKS NO 
ENGLISH AND IS OFFENDED BY SIGN LANGUAGE, HAS NEVER SEEN THE 
GOLF COURSE BEFORE, HAS NEVER FIRED A WEAPON OF ANY KIND, 
DOES NOT KNOW WHAT "EDD" MEANS, BUT HAS A GREAT DEAL OF IN
TESTINAL FORTITUDE . 
FEE : 150 PIASTERS ($1 .27) PLUS A 50 PIASTER TIP IF CADDY 
AND PLAYER SURVIVE THE 18 HOLES. 

"RULES OF ENGAGEMENT" FOR GOLF? 

After receiving an Invitation to the NIS Headquarters golf tournament, the Special Agents 

and staff of NISO Vietnam decided to come up with a comic version of their own. 
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5. SEARCHING FOR LOST BALLS IN THE ROUGH IS STRICTLY PROHIBITED. ONLY 
CLASS A CADDIES WILL BE ALLOWED TO DO SO, AND THERE WILL BE AT LEAST ONE WITH 
EACH FOURSOME. 

6. INDIVIDUAL MINE-DETECTION DEVI CES ARE PROHIBITED, AND DEEP DIVOTS WILL 
BE TAKEN AT TH F GO LFER'S OWN RI SK. PLAYERS WILL NOT WALK ONTO A GREEN UNTIL 
THE ALL CLEAR SiG NAL IS GIVEN BY THE SENIOR RESIDENT CLASS A CADDY, SUCH A 
SIGNAL BEING A LOUD AND CLEAR "OHHH KAY ." 

7. GOLFERS WILL NOT RETRIEVE THEIR OWN BALL FROM THE CUP; AN EOD 
TRAINED CADDY WILL DO SO. CUPS HAVE BEEN KNOWN TO CONTAIN AN ADDED LINING 
OF C-4, AND AN OVEREXUBERANT GOLFER COULD DISRUPT EVERYONE'S GAME. IN ADD
ITION, IT IS HIGHLY REC0""1ENDED THAT PUTTS NOT BE "RAMMED HOME." SHOULD 
THIS BE NECESSARY, A LOUD, ONE -WORD WARNING---sutH AS "SCATTER" SHOULD BE GIVEN . 

8. THERE WILL BE NO STROKE HANDICAP AWARDED FOR SCORING COMPUTATION. 
ALL LOUSY GOLFERS WILL BE ASSIGNED CLASS A CADDIES, WHILE ALL GOOD GOLFERS 
WILL BE ASSIGNED CLASS C CADDIES (THAT IS HANDICAP ENOUGH). GOLFERS WILL 
BE PLACED IN "GOOD" OR "LOUSY" CATEGORIES AS DETERMINED BY SELF-ADMISSIONS, 
HEARSAY EVIDENCE, ANO INFORMATION PROVIDED BY INFORMANTS. SHOULD THI S PROVE 
INADEQUATE, ARRANGEMENTS WILL BE MADE FOR TOM BRANNON TO BE PRESENT. 

9. TRANSPORTATION TO AND FROM THE REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM WILL HAVE TO BE 
ARRANGED AND PAID FOR BY EACH PARTICIPANT, OR AS "BOONDOGGLING " WILL PERMIT. 
IN-COUNTRY TRANSPORTATION WILL BE MADE AVAILABLE BY NISOV THROUGH LIAISON 
WITH THE KEROSENE-CYCLO-BURNERS UNION . A SMALL CHARGE, DEPENDING ON THE 
TRAVEL DISTANCE INVOLVED AND THE INDIVIDUAL "HAGGLING" ABILITY OF THE PASS
ENGER, WILL BE REQUIRED. 

10 . BILLETING WILL BE RESERVED IN ADVANCE AT ONE OF THE MANY SUPERB 
HOTELS ON THE "STREET OF FLOWERS" IN DOWNTOWN SAIGON. 

11. DUE TO THE AVAILABILITY OF ONLY FIVE CLASS A CADDIES, ONLY THE FIRST 
20 GOLFERS TO APPLY WILL BE REGISTERED. APPLICATIONS MUST BE RECEIV ED BY 
10 OCTOBER, AND SHOULD INCLUDE THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION : NAME, ADDRESS, 
TELEPHONE, ETA, NEXT OF KIN. 

PRIZES 
FIRST PRIZE: FREE HELICOPTER RIDE OVER THE BEAUTIFUL ASHAU VALLEY . 

ALL OTHER SURVIVORS: LIFE, LIBERTY, AND THE PURSUIT OF HAPPINESS. 

11 



Special Agent) F.d Fitzpatrick was the 
SAC (then kncMn as the senior resident 

agent) in lEnang at the time." 
Although it was relatively safe in 

Saigon, life in the field was a 
different matter. 

"Arrly I.arnbert was in the officer's 
club in cam Rahn Bay one night arrl 

decided he'd go back to his office to 
work," Mr. Argubright said. "Right 
after he left, a VC 120mm howitzer 
round hit the club arrl killed 
practically everybc:x:ly in it arrl 

destroyed the build.irg." 
Saretines even the nost innocent 

assigrnoonts could cause problems. 
'lben-Lt. (j .g.) Pal.irer, for instance, 
had majored in Police Science at New 
Mexico state, arrl was pressed into 
service as an officer-agent at NISRA 

Saigon, utilized as an agent in the 
field. It was in Vietnam that he 
learned an i.np:>rtant lesson. 

"'!be SAC, Fred Givens, had a lead 
fran Rota Spain, " Special Agent PalJrer 

said. "I've never forgiven Rota for 
this. I had to go out arrl interview a 
guy about a _pallet of bedsheets that 

Vietnam 
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Lt. Steve Argubright, at left, after receiving 

the Bronze Star Medal, and Lt. (j.g.) Chuck 

Palmer after receiving the Navy Commendation 

Medal in Vietnam. 

surposedly disa:R)eared while he was a 
master-at-anns in Rota. 

"'!be guy was assigned to a little 
forward boat base, up in the Parrot's 
Beak area, right near cantxxlia. It 
was about 60 or 70 miles away, rut it 
took about three hours to get there. 
"I drove out there with a secorrl 

class petty officer rid.irg shotgun. I 
finally fourrl the fo:nrv:rr master-at
anns arrl interviewed. All he said was 
he didn't rerrember nuch about a pallet 
of sheets. I took a brief statement, 
arrl when I say brief, I mean just a 
couple of paragrarns." 

When he retw:ned to the office, 
Special Agent Givens took one look at 
the scanty statement arrl ordered the 

aspirin:J Ya.mJ agent back out into the 
field to take a "prq>er" statement. 
'Ibis time, havever, the trip to 
Parrot's Beak wasn't as eclS'f. 

"'lbere was gunfire all over the 
place," Special Agent PalJrer recalled. 

''We went thrcu:}h rutt>er plantations 
arrl on either side there were~ arrl 

~ of rutt>er trees. At an oolique 
an:Jle you catl.dn 't see because they 
were so dense. 'lben \oJe came to a 
point where there had just been a 
firefight. Alo~ the side of the road 
were sane dead VC (Viet Co~) arrl sane 
RVN (Rep..lblic of Vietnam) soldiers 
grinninJ over their victory. 

"'lbere was a lot of fir~ on either 
side of the road arrl every time \oJe 
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USNAVINSERVO VIETNAM 
NOVEMBER 1970 

I 
l. Steve Argubright 
2. J .D. Whitmire 
J. INC Wm. Ludohaok 
4. Cla7 lpradle7 
5. YN2 Mike Johnaon 
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6. IN2 Bruce Robinson 
7. Doug Hubbard 
8. INSN Dale Sedi V}' 

9. Pete Hopkinson 
10.CDR. Donn Burrows 

ll. Allan Kersenbrook 
12. Andy Lambert 
lJ. Bob Westberry 
14. Rudy Dees 
15. INl Wm. Schenker 
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16. Chuck Pal.mer 
17. Fred Givens 
18. Misa Hoang Thi Thu 
19. Stan Zapatka 
20. YN2 Jim Thomas 



heard more firing, we'd just stamp on 
the accelerator a little more. 
Finally, we got to the base arrl I took 

a more detailed statement. I guess I 
put everything I could in there, even 
stuff about his grarrlrnother. 'lben we 
got the hell out of there. When we 

got back I showed Fred the statement. 

He was satisfied arrl I haven't written 
a one-page statement since." 

Despite the hazards there were 
lighter rranents arrl for Special Agent 
Palmer, one of those moments came at 
the Navy base in D:>nJ Tam. 

AN UNEXPLODED RPG ROUND 

"'lbe transient area for officers was 
near an Anny helicopter base that was 

rocketed evecy night by the VC, " 
Special Agent PalIDer said. "One tirre 
there were three of us in a little 
hooch ( small hut) when they started 

rocketing the helo base. &it those 
rockets were terrible arrl the VC 
couldn't aim them vecy well, so the 
three of us in the hooch went running 

for the sarrlbag bunker which was right 

outside. 
"I guess I was the slowest because I 

was the last one out of the hooch. 

Just as I hit the door of the bunker, 

a rocket went off. It was probably 

14 

about 150 meters away, but it seemed 

like it was closer. I dove into the 
bunker and came down on the other two 

guys. 
"'lben evecything was quiet ... deathly 

quiet. suddenly I heard this muffled 

noise. It was the guy on the bottan. 
He was face down in the nn.ld with the 

second guy on top of him and he was 

about to suffocate. We started 

unpiling and as the tension eased we 

started laughing. We were really 

scared and then all of a sudden this 

happened arrl we just laughed." 
Being scared was not lll1COll1l1'0n, but 

m:>st people tried to hide it arrl NIS 
Special Agents were no different. 

"People were probably more scared 

when they were alone, " NIS Special 
Agent Bill Worochock said. "&lt when 
they were amonJ themselves there was a 
tendency to be macho or to show off 

their bravado. I made a stronJ effort 

not to be alone. " 
Special Agent Worochock is now the 

Director of the NIS 
Counterintelligence Directorate. Fran 

July 1971 until July 1972 he served as 
an agent in Vietnam, primarily 
stationed at the NIS Resident Unit at 
Binh 'lbuy (Bin 'Iwo-EE) located in the 
MekonJ Delta. 

In an attenpt to deal with fear, 
there was a tendency to 

overcarpensate, according to Special 
Agent Worochock, which made 
complacency one of the biggest 
hazards. 

"'lbe lonJer you were in country, the 
IOC>re you start thinking that nothing 

can happen to you," Special Agent 
Wo:n:x:;hock said. "'!bat was a ccmron 
error." 

It was generally considered that the 
first 30 days arrl the last 30 days of 
a tour in Vietnam were the m:>st 

danJerous; the first 30 because of 
inexperience arrl the last 30 because 

of c:arplacency. 
"I can rE!IOOlllber guys who served with 

the River Rats getting on top of their 

patrol boats, " Special Agent Worochock 
said, referring to Navy personnel who 

served on river gunboats. "'Ibey 

thought they were immune. 'Ibey' d be 

sitting up there in a deck chair a . , 
shell would hit arrl the next thing you 

know there was nothing left. 11 

There were many dangers and 
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drawbacks, but there were some 
positive points , too. 

"'lllere was an esprit de corps arrl 
camaraderie, not only am:>~ the NIS 
agents , but ano~ the Navy personnel 
we came in contact with, because we 
had to rely so much on each other, " 
Special Agent Worochock said. "We 
lived with these folks 24 hours a day 
so we got to kna,/ them pretty well . " 

'llle type of cases NIS Special Agents 
worked in Vietnam included 
fragg~s, sabotage, some narcotics, 
some black marketing, some 
misawropriation, hcmicides, arrl a 
limited amount of collection, 
accord~ to Special Agent Worochock. 

SIA BILL WOROCHOCK AND S/A TED CAUBLE 
LEAVING ON THE "VUNG TAU EXPRESS" 

"It was basically a criminal-type of 
~tion," Special Agent Worochock 
said. "For instance, we had an 
~tion involv~ an RVN captain who 
was bribing personnel to 
misawropriate construction equipnent 
fran a facility kna,/n as Newport, just 
outside of Saigon. In turn, he was 
us~ it to build residences for 
personal use by Vietnarrese. 

''We had a chief petty officer who 
was our source. '!hat particular bust 
involved the RVN captain nov~ 
truckloads of military construction 
equipnent with the chief act~ as the 
escort to get him through the gate. 
As they came through the gate they 
were stopped arrl appreherrled. We 
arrested both the RVN captain arrl the 
chief to protect the chief's identity. 
'lllere were probably 20 duce-am-a-half 
(2 1/2 ton) truckloads. 
That particular investigation was 
controlled by Marshal Whidden, who is 
ro,,, the SAC in IDndon." 
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Another case Special Agent Worochock 
remeinbered involved sabotage. 

"'IWo helicopters were fly~ in 
fo:nnation out of a unit in the Parrots 
Beak called Ben I..uc," he said. "'Ihey 
were fly~ about 600 feet, clear 
weather arrl no VC in the area. 'llle 
lead pilot radioed "I'm ~ one-to
one vibration, which ireans for evecy 
turn of the rotor blades you get a 
hop, which isn' t unusual in 
turbulence, but which is vecy unusual 
in clear weather. As soon as he 
radioed that, the secorrl pilot later 
recalled see~ an explosion, a 
fireball arrl the rotorhead fall~ off 
arrl what he thought was one of the 
rotor blades fall~ off a.lJrost 
simultaneously with the explosion." 

'llle lead helicopter crashed arrl all 
the CIT:!w was lost. As a result, all 
Navy helicopters in IV Corps were 
grourrled except one. 

"Based on the circumstances I was 
asked to go out arrl do a crime scene 
investigation," Special Agent 
Worochock said. "About halfway to the 
crime scene we started ~ one-to
one vibrations, so we sat dam in a 
rice paddy arrl walked to Ben I..uc. 
When we got to Ben I..uc, we recovered 
the rotor head. 

"'llle investigation later revealed 
that an irrlividual had taken a hack 
saw arrl had nm it across the lea~ 
edge of one of the blades. 'lllen it 
became a question of stress. Arrl the 
stress on that brass resulted in that 
blade suffering a catastrophic 
failure. Arrl that was the reason for 
the explosion. 

"It was done at the manufacturer, by 
anti-war peq:>le on the line. Evecy 
blade c:x:minJ out of the manufacturer 
was X-rayed arrl the guy on t!1e 
assembly line was in cahoots with the 
guy in quality control. 'llley had done 
this on a number of blades. We sent 
leads back arrl examined the X-rays arrl 
were able to pinpoint at least one 
other crash that watl.d have resulted 
fran the same type of activity. '!hat 
was referred back to the states . 11 

For Special Agent Worochock, the 
experience in Vietnam was a valuable 
one. 

','I watld say the nnst inportant 
t:hin:'J to caoo out of Vietnam was 
reliance on each other, " Special Agent 
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NIS BUSTS RVN CAPTAIN 
In the top picture, NIS Special Agent Bill Worochock (center, with left arm swing ing back) 

moves in with other NIS Special Agents and Vietnamese authorities to apprehend an RVN 

captain who was attempting to misappropriate 20 truckloads of construction equipment. 

Below, Vietnamese officials count bribe money seized In the operation. 

Worochock said. "I think we all 
brought sane~ different to the jab 
based on backgroorrl arrl expertise. But 
invariably you fourrl out that you had 
a sho~ sarewhere. And the 
reliance factor carre fran sayirq ''What 
do I do best arrl what do you do best, 
arrl can we make up for the shortfalls 

in each of us so we pit together a 
pretty gocxl team. It carried forward, 
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I think, throughoot the majority of my 
career, especially when I was workinq 
up through the street. Yoo can do so 
much better together. 11 

DANANG 
Special Agent Peter Reilly is I10ltl 

the NIS Inspector General. But fran 
March 1968 until March 1969 he was the 
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Senior Resident Agent (Special Agent
in-Olarge) at NISRA ~-

NISRA ~ was responsible for all 
of I Corps, which included the 
northern nost provinces of south 
Vietnam. 'Ihe Marine Corps comprised 
the majority of U.S. forces in I 
Corps; hCMever, Navy, Anny (Air cav) 
and ROK (Republic of Korea) forces 
were also present in I Corps. 

Unlike nost personnel who traveled 
fran a>NUS to Vietnam on MAC contract 
flights, Special Agent Reilly arrived 
on Marine C-130 direct fran of his 
previous duty station in Taipei, in 
the Republic of China. 'Ibis departure 
fran the no:rm ultimately caused him 
some problems. 

"Since I arrived in-country on an 
operational aircraft, I did not 
consider the requirement to obtain an 
entry stanp in my passport I II Special 
Agent Reilly said, recalling what he 
'fKM looks ba.ck on as a hunorous 
incident. "A year later when my tour 
errled and I was scheduled to rotate, I 
could not depart because as far as the 
Vietnamese were concerned, I never 
arrived. 

''I did some scrambling aroun::i and 
with the assistance of some 
'contacts' , I was able to obtain a 
retroactive entry stamp so I could 
ride the 'Big Bird' on that 366th 
day• II 

S/A REILLY IN QUANG TRI IN 1968 
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For the nost part, however, it was a 
time when there was little to laugh 
about. Special Agent Reilly arrived 
just after the ffil'OC>US Tet offensive of 
1968 and the costly battle for control 
of the forner irrperial city of Hue 
(pronounced WAY} had errled. Mortar 
and rocket attacks, and infiltrations 
of ~ by Viet Cong sappers were a 
constant source of concern. 

S/A LANCE ARNOLD IN HUE IN 1969 

D.rring his tour, Special Agent 
Reilly ob.sei:ved first-hand what canbat 
does to people. 

"'Ihere is absolutely no question 
that the environment affected 
in:iividual behavior," Special Agent 
Reilly said. "I witnessed an incident 
where a staff sergeant was denied a 
pass to go to one of the in-country 
recreation areas, and just put an M-16 
on full auto and quite calmly stitched 
his ore (officer in charge), a Marine 
captain. He emptied the whole clip on 
him. II 

Another incident Special Agent 
Reilly investigated involved a Marine 
Corps sergeant who was assigned to 
support a 155 howitzer unit, part of 
the perimeter defense of Dan:mJ. due 
to the sensitive nature of his duties 
he was prohibited from leaving th~ 
hill (Hill 55) , where his unit was 
situated. However, on the night in 
question, without authorization he . . , 
Joined a patrol that left the hill at 
dusk to set a night ambush. Around 
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OPIUM LABELS 
The opium labels shown above came from packages seized by NIS Special Agents in 

July 1970 during a narcotics investigation in South Vietnam. 

midnight, while set in a Vietrlalrese 
cemetery, the pa.trol leader was 
startled by the sound of a rifle shot 
nearby. When they went to f irrl out 
what happened, they fourxi the Marine 
sergeant dead of what was later 
determined to be a self-inflicted 
gunshot wourxi to the head. 

"He had becolre involved with a group 
in the United States that believed in 
reincarnation," Special Agent Reilly 
said. "After he came to Vietnam, he 
becane enam::>red with a Vietrlalrese 
peasant girl who was permitted to sell 
trinkets to Marines during daylight 
hours. He had obviously convinced 
himself that the only way he could be 
haWY with her was to be reincarnated 
as a Vietnamese fanner. Prior to 
leaving on the ambush, he relinquished 
all of his :personal possessions to her 
arrl assured her that he would return 
as a fanner." 

"I do not regard these incidents as 
a reflection of our military," Special 
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Agent Reilly said. "I believe that 
existing in a combat envirornnent for 
any lenfth of times alters the 
traditional values, pa.rticularly the 
regard for human life. When you 
witness seemingly innocent actions by 

individuals not identified as 
cornbatants, which result in death arrl 
destniction, the 'animal instinct' 
comes into play. 

"For exarrple, we had a refuse ch.mp 
on the perimeter of IHnarq which was 
manned during the day by security 
forces, primarily to control the 
activities of irrligenous citizenry who 
a:xnbed the ch.mp for anything of value. 
Most of these irrlividuals were '\tJC'l'Oel1 

arrl children who would nonnally be 
regarded as non-threatenin3. We 

experiena:rl a number of incidents at 
the ch.mp where members of the security 
force were killed or w'OUJ"X:led as a 
result of bcx:lby traps placed in 
vehicles, on benches or elsewhere by 
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'innocents' . O:>nsequently, people 
were unable or unwilling to 
differentiate between situations that 
were life-threatenirg arrl those that 
were not. Invariably, there were 
incidents that constituted a criminal 

act. '!his presented both the 
investigator arrl the prosecutor with 
the greatest dilemma. " 

"I suspect that this is a fact of 
life in war arrl it was probably no 

(Continued) 

NISRA DANANG 1967 

1. Pete Segersten 4. Bruce Middleton 7. Carl Merrit t 
2. Bob Powers 5. Jack Meyer 8. How rd Dilks 
3. Bob Hall 6. George Meglemery 
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JULY 1969 NIS QUARTERLY CARTOON 
During Vietnam, NIS Special Agents were still responsible for conducting background 

investigations, which were classified as 1(A). There were times when NIS Special Agents 
conducting 1 (A} Investigations found themselves in positions like the two in the cartoon 
above. The "Don" they are referring to is Don McCoy, who was the Senior Resident 
Agent in Danang . 
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"NISRU KHE SANH" 
In the picture at left, Special Agent Carl Merritt (on the right) is shown with a Marine 

RECON officer in 1966. His office and quarters are shown at right. 

different than it was in previous 
wars, al though the advent of daily 
video cxwerage certainly conveyed a 
different inpression to the Arrerican 
public." 

Special Agent Reilly is convinced 
that the Marine Corps sucx::eeded in 
Vietnam, pointi.nJ out that by 1969 the 
Viet Cong infrastructure had been 
effectively decimated. More and 1rore 
it was foun:i that cadre, infiltrated 
from North Vietnam, were sustaini.nJ 
the anti-government 
political/insurgent efforts. 

Despite the hardships, Special Agent 
Reilly said his tour in Vietnam did 
have its rewards. 

"One of the IrOSt rewarding aspects of 
the experience, " aa:::ording to Special 
Agent Reilly, ''were the frierrlships 
resul ti.DJ from li vi.DJ, working and 
survi vi.DJ with a group of irrli victuals 
who were the best of the best. I 
include in this group the many fine 
Marines, particularly those in the CI 
(Counterintelligence) comnrunity, who 
were such an important part of the NIS 
experience in Vietnam.'' 

THE EARLY DAYS 
Special Agent Bruce Middleton served 

in Vietnam from January 1967 to 
February 1968. He spent his first six 
1ronths working out of I:anang, and then 
opened the NIS office at cam Ranh B3.y. 
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Like many NIS Special Agents who 
served in Vietnam, Special Agent 
Middleton had his share of close 
calls. 

"I had gone to Fham 'lhiet, about 40 
miles south of cam Ranh B:ly, 11 Special 
Agent Middleton said, recalli.nJ one 
incident. ''We were inserted on the 
beach by swift boat. 

"I met with the NIID (Naval 
Intelligence Liaison Officer) and 
asked him what the IIRs ( intelligence 
infonnation reports) had to say about 
the probability of enemy action in the 
area, since it was just after the Tet 
offensive of 1968. He said there was 
nothi.nJ to worry about." 

Special Agent Middleton stayed in 
Fham 'lhiet that night and planned to 
return to cam Ranh B3.y with the NIID, 
for what he expected would be a 
relatively safe trip. 

"'Ihe next 1rorni.nJ he shows up in a 
jeep and there's a box of M-79 
grenades in the front, " Special Agent 
Middleton said. "He and the driver are 
anned to the teeth and he~ ire an 
M-16. 

"I said 'I thought you said the IIRs 
said there was nothi.nJ to worry 
about. ' 'Ihen he told ire he had read 
the wrong ones and as soon as I got 
into the jeep, he drove off like a 
madman• II 

About halfway to cam Ranh they 
stopped at a special forces camp. 

(Continued) 



Just before they puled into the camp, 
they noticed a black Citroen followi.DJ 
them about a quart.er of a mile back. 
When they puled into the camp, 
it passed by. 

''We spent about 20 minutes in the 
camp l ooki.DJ at intelligence r eports, 
then we left arrl continued on our 
way," he sai d . "About 20 minutes 
after we l eft camp, we came upon the 
ol d Ci troen. I t was in a dit ch, 
burnin:J arrl with no s i gns of life . I 
wanted to stop to see if there was 
anythin:J we could do, but the NIID 
j ust kept goi.DJ as f ast as he could. 
He was right . He had t o get us out of 
the kill zone in case there was 
another ambush. 11 

QUARTERS IN OANANG 
It was November 1967. Special Agent 

Pete Segersten rerreinbered the date 
because it was just a few days after 
the Marine Corps Birthday arrl he been 
visi t i.DJ SClfOO of the renote Marine 
outposts near the demilitarized zone 
(™2). 

He was reb..lrninJ to Danarg with a 
small group when they spotted 
SOI'OOth~ that didn't look right. 

''We saw a wocxl cutter sta.rrlinJ by 
the road, just looki.DJ at us," Special 
Agent Segersten recalled. "He was 
just star~ at us, like SCll'OOthin:J was 
up. So we backtracked arrl took another 
route. II 

Special Agent Segersten arrl the 
others later learned that SClfOO Marines 
were ambushed in the sarre area just a 
few hours after they left. 

Another tllre, a group Special Agent 
Segersten was travel~ wi th wasn't so 
lucky. 
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"I was in a COITVO'f that got 
ambushed, " Special Agent Segersten 
said. "Four trucks got hit." 

'Ihat was the way it was in Vietnam. 
''We never had one place we lived 

in, 11 Special Agent Segersten said . 
11car1 (Special Agent Merritt) arrl I 
were assigned to caver the 'Ihird 
Marine Division , which covered the CMZ 
down to north of Danarg. 

"Nonnally we worked a.it of the post 
office, because they knew where all 
the uni ts were. We used to DJm r i des 
on corrvcys, helicq,ters, jeeps arrl 
mail trucks. At t i.Ires we even rcx:le 
back with the l::x:rly bags to Danarg." 

When they l eft Danarg they went to 
places wi th names that are rKM part of 
mil i tary hi story. 

"'Ihere were a str~ of artillery 
posts a l ofX3' the CMZ where we -wc,.tld go 
to work cases, " Special Agent 
Segersten said. "Khe Sahn, canp 
carroll, Gia Linh, Con 'Ihien ... 11 

At ti.Ires, Special Agents Segersten 
arrl Merritt -wc,.tld have to wait as many 
as five days before they could depart, 
because of hostile action. Even urxier 
those con:iiti ons, NIS Special Agents 
were expected to support their 
investigations wi th paperwork. 

''We used to carry two bags with us," 
Special Agent Segersten said. "In one 
bag you would carry your clothes arrl 
shavi.DJ equipment. In the other you 
would carry the old ditto mat paper (a 
wax-coated paper used to print 
duplicates). We didn't have Xerox 
machines in those days. We'd write 
statenents on ditto mat paper arrl then 
go back to Danan:J arrl put them on the 
machine that would print copies. 11 

EPILOGUE 

'Ihe Naval Investigative Service went 
into Vietnam in 1966 arrl stayed there 
until the wanir)3 days of the war. For 
its accomplishments Naval 
Investigative Service Office in 
Vietnam later received the Navy 
Meri toria.15 Unit carmerdation. In 
addition, those who SeI:Ved in Vietnam 
have the satisfaction of knc:MinJ they 
helped write another chapter in the 
his tory of an organization with a 
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proud tradition of service that dates 
back to World War I. 

Tcx:lay' s NIS Special Agents are 
successors of the agents and 
operatives who served as part of the 
Office of Naval Intelligence (ONI) 
during World Wars I and II, and during 
the Korean Conflict. Same agents are 
still onboard today who joined the 
organization when it was kncMn as ONI. 
'Ihe name was changed on February 4, 
1966, when the Naval Investigative 
Service (NIS) was established and use 
of the acronym ONI to identify the 
Navy's investigative service was 
officially discontinued. 

Although much has changed since the 
early days of ONI, the mission of NIS 
remains the same; to provide criminal 
investigative and counterintelligence 
support to Department of the Navy 
assets worldwide. NIS Special Agents 
are currently stationed at 10C>re than 
170 locations throughout the world, 
including the Persian Gulf and other 
parts of the Middle East. 

Arri 'What al:xlut the p::>SSibility that 
NIS Special Agents may firrl themselves 
in a combat zone again? 

"It could happen very easily ... very 
easily," Special Agent Worochock said. 
"I should point out that we had no 
difficulty in getting agents to go to 
Vietnam. 'Ibey were all volunteers. 
We never ordered anyone in there. 

"I expect that same thing would hold 
true in the future. If there was a 
crisis situation, whether it be in the 
Persian Gulf or Southeast Asia even, I 
think you would see the same response 
today that you saw in the late 1960s 
and early 1970s." 

If another war occurs, NIS Special 
Agents will go where they have to in 
order to fulfill their mission of 
providing criminal investigative and 
counterintelligence surport to the 
Department of the Navy. NIS Special 
Agents operated in Lebanon, and there 
are currently NIS Special Agents in 
the Persian Gulf. 

Unfortunately, the words of one of 
the ancient Greek IXrilQSEilers are as 
true today as they were when he said 
them TI'Qre than 2,000 years ago. 

"Only the dead will know 
the end of war." 

Vietnam Duty Roster 
Below are listed the names of NIS Special Agents still on active status who served in 

Vietnam. Although a thorough search was made of the records in the Career Services 
Department, there may be some names which have been omitted due to lost or 
incomplete records. 

NAME 

ARNO ID, lance Morga."1 
BAKER, James Jeffrey 
Bisa:MB, William Milford 
:ocmu<E, Michael George 
BRANNON, 'Ihomas E. 
CAUBIB, Charles 'Ihecxlore 
DEES, Rudolph David 
DILL, John 
FEIGJSON, 'Ihomas Edward 
FERRELL, Iawrence Earl 
FOCH!', Walter Stanfill 
HEMHITLL, F.ddie Wilson 
HICKS, 'Ihecxlore John 
JaINSON, George Ben 
JONES, Michael Bishop 

IXJSTA 

0022 
03PP 
0000 
llHQ 
60HQ 
03LV 
llNI 
12SE 
08SL 
0025 
11.MM 
OOTF 
llPL 
0026 
06IB 

23 

MCBRIDE, Daniel Alexarrler 
MERRITI', earl James 
MIDDI.EIDN, Bruce Mitchell 
PAGE, Charles Vanburen 
PAI.MER, Cllarles Arthur 
PENDER, James P. 
R:MERS, RciJertJoseEil 
REILLY, Peter 
SEEHORN, Frederick Reed 
SEX;ERSTEN, Peter Gaughen 
SIPE, Allan Keith 
TRIPPI.EIT, John Wissler 
nx;wEIL, RdJert JoseF,h 
WEBB, Ix:>nald Lee 
WHIDDEN, Marshal Tilden 
IDRXlIOCK, William Anthony 

83HQ 
0026 
0026 
0021 
0027 
llHQ 
0023 
0000 
0024 
0022 
llND 
0026 
05NF 
06HQ 
601N 
0022 



THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY 

WASHINGTON 

The Secretary of the Navy takes pleasure in presenting the 

MERITORIOUS UNIT COMMENDATION to the 

U. S. NAVAL INVESTIGATIVE SERVICE OFFICE, VIETNAM 

for service as set forth in the following 

CITATION: 

For meritorious service in providing investigative and counterintel
ligence support to Nav:al commands serving with elements of Free World 
Military Assistance Forces in the Republic of Vietnam from 1 November 
1966 to 29 February 1972. 1n the face of extremely difficult and hazardous 
conditions, including attacks on office compounds by enemy forces, the 
personnel attached to the U.S. Naval lnvestigative Service Office, Viemam 
worked long and arduously in performing duties that contributed signifi
cantly to the successful accomplishment of the mission of the Naval lnves
tigative Service. This effort was not restricted to conducting security and 
criminal investigations and collecting and reporting counterintelligence 
information, but also included preparation of special estimates, issuance 
of warnings of enemy operations, and production of other timely intelli
gence. The skill, dedication, perseverance and teamwork of the officers 
and men of the U.S. Naval lnvestigative Service Office, Vietnam, were out
standing, and their unfailing devotion to duty and sense of responsibility 
were in keeping with the highest traditions of the United States aval 

Service. 

Secretary of the Navy 
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