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:B'rom: 'l'he Secretary of the Navy. 
All Ships and StaM.ons. To: 

Subject: Procedure for the Di8P0SITI0N of H0M0SJ.i'lli:UALS among 
Personnel of the U. s. Na.val Service. 

1. It has been a source of some concern to the Department that the ac
tion taken in J;'egard t:o cases of homot3exuality among naval personnel has 
lacked uniformity. yarying punishment has been inflicted in comparable 
cases. J.n addition i;o this inequity, the Department bel:i.eves that heed 
should be given to,the opinions of physfoians and penologists who be
lieve :tts treatment of homosexuals to be, to some degree, archaic. Con
sequen·tly, the Depar·tment sets forth herein a standard procedure for the 
disposition of such cases among its per~-ionnel. 

2. It is the generally accepted op:ln:i.on that homosexuality, in the ma ... 
j ori ty of cases, :ls a med:lcal rather than a criminological problemo It 
result13 from the faulty b:l.ological development of the ind1.vidual and, 
after the cond:tti.on has sufficiently developE~d, t,he conscioUl;l will of the 
homosexual individual is unable to change any of his perverse desires. 
'rhe fact, however, that homosexuality is primarily a medical problem does 
not affect the criminal na tu.re of the acts of certain homosexuals. So ... 
ciety must forbid homosexual assaults .or any other homG>sexual act which 
presents a threat to, or the :invasion of, the rights of others or to the 
security of the social order as a whole. Socially dangerous homosexuals 
must be :i.solated, · 

3. .E'or the purposes of the procedure laid. down here:i.n, therefore, homo
sexual acts are t,o be divided into two classes; 

QJe.s.~-~ is definqd as those cases accompanied by assauJ;t, 
or coercion; any action with a child tmder the age of consent, 
whe·liher the child cooperates or not; or the invasion, or any 
acti.on accompailie.d. _ by the invasion, of. the rights of others, s,o 
long as the other person concerned in the act did not willingly 
cooperate. 

918.§.LJJ.; is dEifined as acts representing the hab:i.tual per
formances of persons actually homosexual in their :inclinations 
and involving no in:vas:i.on of the r:i.ghts of ot,hers. 

4. The f'ollowing procedure will therefore be carried out in the dispo
sition of all cases of homosexuality: 

I. When a case of homosexuality he,s been brought to the· 
attention o:E' the commanding officer,. he -shall cause a thorough 
inquiry in·to the circumstances to determine: (a) whether an or ... ,,~ 
fense, proposed, attempted or completed, has occurred; and (b) 
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whether ··l:,he offense should be rightly classified under Class I 
or OJ~ss II as defined in the preceding paragraph. In this de• 
termina:l:,j_on, the assistance of a psychiatrist or, if none be 
available, of the senior medical officer present shotLld be sought. 

II. If the case is classified as Cl.ass Il as defined in 
P9-ragraph three hereof, cha,,rges and spec·if:J.cations for trial by 
general court ... llll3.rtia1 shall be drawn and the accused shall be 

· confronted with them. At the same time, he shall be offered the 
following alternative: 

(a) Officers shall be informed that a resignation -contain ... 
ing the words 11·f or the good of the service and to escape ·cr:I.al by 
general court .... m11rtial.11 will probably me(~t with favorable consider ... 
ation. 

(b) Enlisted men shall be :i.nformed that a signed statement 
as follows: 11I hereby accept an undeH:i.:r.able d:i.soharge for the good 
of the service and to escape trial by general court-martial11 will 
probably receive favorable action. 

Except in the most extraordinary situations, resigna ... 
tj.ons so worded shall be accepted., and, where such statements are 
signed, discharges as undesirable issued in cases of t,his charac ... 
ter. In the case of an officer, his c onnnanding officer shall at 
once forward to the Chief of Naval Personnel all papers obtained 
in connect:i.on wi·l:,h the case, includ:!.ng the statements of' witnes
ses., In the case of an enlisted man, a brief account of the cir
cumstances shall be entered in his service record. 

If the accused, if an officer, refuses to submit h:1.s 
resignation so worded, or, if an enlisted man, to sign a statement 
so worded, he shall betried by general cou:rt ... nartial on the 
charges and spec:i.f:i.cations. 

III. If it shall be determined that the case falls within 
Class I as defined in p:i,ragraph three, k}.~_j),x_~_g_q_q;r:'_:'4 ... 
ml'-t4.~3=,,_ .Ql!"'~~,Pjilli, Qll. IVL,1\11-,_.§.~J.1._b~._i~.tl!'~-qp..1~..r~o 

Where the accused is convicted and sentence of confine
ment has been adjudged and approved by the Secretary of ·l:,he Navy, 
the offender shall appear at.the place designated for his confine
ment before a suitable boo.rd appointed by the Secretary of the 
Navy to consist of three officers, one of whom shall be a psychia
trist. After app:ropria te si;udy, this board shall recommend whether 
the sentence as confirmed be executed in a naval prison or whether, 
in lieu thereof, t,he offender shall be committed to an institution 
for the insane', to remain there for an indefinite period, until it 
be determ::lned that his release will be :i.n the best int,erests of 
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in a naval prison shall be subject to the decision of' the present 
pl.role boa.rd., one member of which shall be a psychiatrist. 

5o This procedure shall be followed without exception in all cases of 
homosexuality- arising among personnel of the Navy and Marine Corps, Naval 
Reserve, and Marine Corps Reserve while on active duty, includj.ng the 
Women's Reserve. 

FRANK KNOX 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

OlJ'li'IOE OJP THE SIUCRETAR Y 

C-200 -- Procedure .for the Disposition of Homosexuals Among the 
Personnel of' the United States Naval Service. 

CONFIDENTIAL. P13-7, 2 October 1943 ,, 
' 

Action: All Ships and Stations 

(Ref'.: (a) SecNav ltr. Pl.3--7 8341+.3, dated 1 Jan. 191~3, N. D. Bul~ 
of Jan. 1943, c ... 15). 

1. Insert the following paragraph after paragraph 4, II, (b), 
of r·ef erence (a) : · 

(c) Members of the naval service who. hold a permanent 
enlfated rating and a temporary a ppo:lntment to officer 
rank shall be informed that, favorable action will pro
bably be accorded to a signc~d sta tem.ent as follows: 
nr hereby consent to the termination of my temporary 
appointment to officer rank and accep·~ an undesirable 
di$charge for the good of. the service and to escape 
·hrial by general court martial. n 

..... SecNa.v. James Fo:rrestal. 
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~ ' . , ..... , ......... , 

Aut::: ~(Q ( ~,~.8 .. ................. , .. 
t) ~· .:;L( <;c.I:> a,.t?· .:· .. A )C;rc :>;2_ 

. _ ~ ....... 1f.~~·-, .. "t ... "'1~."J .. ;. . ., V1i1L • ./.':{ •••••• ...--...,; .. ~ •• 

DECLASSIFIED 
Authority (Ui00 '1?;,to::13 

I, 
'' 




