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S'ubj: Recent conversation wHh French Commander, French 
Na.val Forces F'ar East 

1., Recently Vice Admiral ,Tozan, Commander French Naval J:i'orc(1s 
Far ga,st,, invited the U .S 6Naval Attache to come to his office 
for a pr:l.vate and frank conversat:i.on about 11 problems 11 o For about 
forty m:t.nu.tes the AdmireJ. expressed hhnself at ti.met qu:i.te 
emotionally and outspokenly on a long and already well known list 
of problems and issues af'fectJ ng French rE-)lations with the 
Vietna.mer,e and Americans q n ls his o:Jin:i.on that as things are 
now going Vietnam may Aoon be lost unless the cumulative rubf.i and 
resentments, wh:i.ch have bu:ilt u.p a 11 gr.ea:t and tragic m:tsunder­
standing11 between I1'rench and Amer:i cans, and whi.ch have resulted 
from serious mifttakes on both Rides, can b(:1 aired and rei:.iolved 
n.nrl $, ne·w frrd.r:i:t; of eoop9:r-11-t.i on 8n.e(mderor'l.. He regardf-1 lW policy 
in V:i.etnam as atmecl at, shouldering the French out ent:i.rely and 
encourag:i.ng the Vietnamese to do the samSJ af➔ ex:oedi tious1y and 
unceremoniously as r,ossible.. Not only is th:tE:1 an unnecessary 
e,ffront t,o the French who have contributed so mueh, but a short 
sighted e.nd tragic mir:stake beoi:mse by virtue of their long ex­
perience in Inclo ... Ghina, the ]J'rench st:tll have muoh ·to offer :ln a,n 
advisory capacity to both the Vletno.mese and the Amer:i..cans. He 
hopes t.hat the Americans may reaJJ.ze and itcknowledge th:.i.s before 
it :Ls too lateo 

2., As for D:lem, he ls OK, but those closest to Mm are not ·t.o be 
trusted, belng out to play the Fr.ench off aga:i.nst Americans, and 
:may eventually turn agalnst Amer:i.c~ms too. 

.3. No at'temp·t war1 made by the NA to r<Jbut or argue out any of the 
points raised, no matter how controvers:talo 

li,o Th:ts :Lnvitat.ion WD,s not unexpected~ n haR been not,.x1 lately 
that the Admiral bas beon anx1.om~ to t,alk about his "problems II to 
any AmE•r-t0an who wi11 lend e.n ear, from Adm:Lrnl 1;:adf ord on down'° 

069137 

'7 
I 
I 



! 
i 
; 

NA S:a:l.gon Ltr Ser: 001 to DNI dtd 18 ,Jan 56 

Now it seems that he may have decldi::d or go·tten th(;.? word tha:I; he 
himself har:1 been a Uttle too difficult, especially in 1:RIM me,t·te:r.s, 
and wants to get the word around that he is ready to be more 
coopera:t:L ve. He ha,13 r•:d.nce :tnvi ted the Chief Htl.AG, t,he Nixval A ttriche 
and top Fr0mch and US Navy officers of TRIM to luncheon, apparently 
to further this idea. 

Copy to: 
Ambassador 
Chief MAAG . i 


