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_ ·, --· Pri.sonei, atfi'EL u ·• ~ dlfAoult ·w\\1 .. tor ~-se,ttqn •. 

. . · 1e • a 11Wre$Aq-,. ~ -iomige agent, ~ mu~tect 
' . ill: OEJ~~• lb belim!s ~· tbs death-~~ ~ts. ~ $lll that 

·no\hi.Dg he -QM do ..u. -mt.,:tgate~ his '1elltence. ~- -~ un~ on 

.-~ oc~one Wi~_bie in~gaton ed. to14 ~ o~vnati-ll$

be~e.ved theT · ~ tmew. Bi& statem,eni)e $N of "lery 1ittle ~• 

· Pnsoraw OOLEP4UOB•s. statements are much tt».n 1111uab~. $ 
. r ·_ -_ . . . 

. . 

· is· .a·-~ UJld~ mew a.~11 bll\ impl'essecl blG '11Mff-Ogatoiv 

· u o:b~~ to ~ the -~ lie is ~teUigent•. Yeffl obe~t, 
. . . 

and .hOs QU - -~---17 tor detaUa. Bia 4ttitu«e ._ 

. toward the ~.-roga~ .,_ .friendly Gt14 coope,auve. He wu aiwaus · 
. . 

~ ta d.\ati.nfJ111$b :beteleen.. ey& t4 tJiess $9S.cle.nce and ~. Th$ 

in~gato.-u were Ulldl)i, the in\lte$'3ion that hie belp~QS ,_ 
I • 

i.nSpS..ed b.r t~ hope oi escaping th.a. death penolt1• 
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, DETAILS OF U-1230 

TONNAGE 
; 

. Probably 750 tons . 

TYPE -
From the prisoners' description, interrogators doduced 

that the type we IX;..c • . ' 
' BU!LDnm YARD 

n;s1mu.1 

FLOTILLA. 

COLOR 

Deutsche ,erft, Hambttt'g. Launchod Soptembor or October 1943. 

The Olyt:1pio RiI_igs , mado of metal and welded to tho front of 

tho co~ tower foiri:ng . 

5th at Kiol . 

Very dark gray. 

COUSTRUCTIOJi 

Ribr, we:Nt visible inside the pressure hull. 

COl!PAR'l't.fFJlTATIOH 

D ECLASSlFIED 

Authority-' V Nb~~ 

Both prioonero describod the co partments ot this U•boat 

~ f'orwai-d to aft as follawua 

(a) Forward torpodo room \Tith a head to starboard. 

(b) Petty Officer' s quarter~ containine eight bunks . 

{c) Chief Petty Officer ' s qunrtera {Feldnobel) con-

tn1n1ne foUJ:' bunk•• 

(d) Oilley. The stove waa on th starboard c,ids af't . 

Control• tor "milking" the batteriea were on the 
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· :;ita.rboard oid.o i'orna.rd. The port aide contain_ed 

- trro refrigerators. 

(e) Officer•p quart~rs eonto.inine. rour bunks. 

(f) Oolll!llanding Offieer•e -~oom to port; listening room 

and radio shack to ~torboard .. 

(g) Control room. 

(h) Diesel room • 

(i) 

(j) Aftor torpedo ro_om Tri.th a. hoad to starboard. 

B11IroE COllSTRUCTION 

An armored strip extendcij alone the front 0£ tho conning 

tower fairing. It wo.s placed on the outside of_ tho fairing 

and w s so.id to be about l inch thick. There were no air 

raid shelters on the bridge. 

TORPEOOES AND TORPEDO TUBBS 

ARllAMEUT 

Six torpedo tubeo., £our fonard and ttro art. Twelve 

torpedoes T1ere carried, ,six in the tubes , four on th6 

floor plot~s forward o.nd tm> on tho floor plateo a.rt. 

Subjects hnd no knowledge of tho t ypes. COLEPAUGH had 

never heard on:, diocusl!l_ion of ..an undorwo.tor f'irin8 

torpedo device or or any now types of torpedoes. 

Two twin anti-Qircraf.'t guns on Platform I . arum.; des

cribed thoe& as machine~ and statod they-wore clip-fod. 

COLEPAUOH believed them to be )2""'1llltl. caliber o.nd deocr ibed 

DECLASSIFIED 
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the ammunition ao being of variouo types. The typos were 
' indicated by the £ollor,ine colorsc yello.r, blu,e, green 

and -black. (Interrogator's Note: The interrogators 

bolieved that those were the normal 20.-m. guns but that 

tho possibility of a larger caliber should not ba ruled 

out. ) Platform II had a larger e,m. GILIPm. described it 

as a. clip-fed "me.chino gun° . C0LEPAOOH, on tho other hand, 

stated thnt,c it rro.s a 77 .. I!J!Jl. g1.m (sie) and that the shells 

were loaded singly. Ho described them as being betvraon 18 

and 24 inchea in lengt~. This gun wa~ said to have a 

muszlo nash shield and ttr0 soots, one·for the elova.tor 

and one £or the pointer. Both prisoners agreod that it 

was served by a crew or about six men. A forward deck 

gun had boon removed before the subjects bad joined the 

boat on 2-4 September 1944. Ho light machine guns were 

carried. Solow deck, tw sub-machine G1,UUJ, four or .five 

automatic pi1tol& and a large supply of hand grenades 

were. carried. 

scum,mo CP.ARGES 

Thcoe were described a.a cylindrical in shape, l½ to 2 inchoe 

in d1•etar and about 8 inches long• They fiGred slightly 

at the top. Thoy were oaid to have a pull-cord 9 minute 

'tuse . Dur~ the approach to Froncbman Bay, the ship•o 

Sllcret papers were placed in two large aeo. be.gs 111th three 

acut-tl.-1n3 chargoe in etch bag. Charges were alto pl~ed 

in the radio shack and 1n tho control room. 
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side). He had been told that the device could be. released 

from tho control room and t hat it was to be towed by means · 

of a steel cable Vlhilc submereed. He believed that the 

length of the cable wa..s about 100 feet . 

The crew of' the U-:-1230 regar<lod this gear as a great 

nuisance. It ·wao 5totrod under the dcok boards forward or 
tho conning tor,er a.long 'ffi.th a largo coil of cable . On 

the passage f"rom Kiel to Horten, the propeller started 

turning and the resultant clatter was very nerve- racking. 

The gear was debarked at Kristiansand1 much to the relief 

0£ the ship ' s company. C0LEPAOOH had examined the gear 

closely and stated it 't'laS rnado of cxcallont quality etoe~l 

and that the edges wero rielded. It WM unpainted and had 

only rusted at t he welding. He had been tol d that durine 

trials, T1ater pressure at 50 mctere-, depth caused the sidoa 

of the cubic box to collapse thuo rendering tho gear 

usolees . COLEPAUGH thought the gear wao called "Klappe" . 

FROPUI,SION 

Dicoels and electric motors see!:led to bavo boe.11 standard 

type. Thero woro no auxiliai"y Die solo. From tho description 

rendered hy COI,E.PiAUOH of the ::,uper-chargcra, interrogators 

believed tham to be of .Kapsel type. 

SCHNORCUEL 

Fitted beforo subjects had joinod the boat (before 24 

September l9W...} . It was on the atarboard eide. The Sohnorahel 

DECLASSIFIED depth was s&1.d by COLBPAOOH to have bean 18 meters. 

Authoricy1V,i/b9~ • 6 - SECRET 
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G .S .R. AllnNUAE 

Trro baskot.-type antennae fitted, one on the nose 0£ tho 

Schnor-0hal and ono on the pcriseope housing. Ono 11Tuni.a11 

antenna consisted of Fliege and KU.eke. A sparo ·Tunis 

antenna ma carried. This antenna l'ms demountablo and 

mto fitted to a frame on tho port side or the conni.nc 

toner fo.irine. It tro.B turned by & hand-nheol in tho 

control room by the operator mio mrc ear phones . The 

Tuni~ gear tro.s tosted on tho bridge by a batt~y and 

buzzo-r each timo before use . No radar signal.a woro 

, over heard on tho basket-typo antennae al thou~ there 

wore frequently roooivcd broadcasts from Deutochland 

Sender, tlorway. The Tunis gear -was considered very 

much more officient. 

RADIO AUTENHAE 

The jumping m.rca;woro used as radio ontenna and an 

cxtenoible rod was mounted on the forward sido 0£ tho 

conniru~ torrer £airing, elichtly to port . 

~.J .B. (Radar Decoy Dal.loons) 

Neither of the subjects had over heard oi any balloons 

being carr1od. 

OOTTLF.S CARRmD OUTSIDE THE PRF.SSURE HULJ. 

COLEPAUGrt stated that two larce bottJ.es, whioh ho took 

to bo air bot.tlea, wore carried undor the deak boardo 

aft outside th preasure hull and abovo th& olectri.c 

motor coD;Ipartmcnt. They were plo.ced o.midshipa and were 
DECLASSIFIED 
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, -. SCHI'1"0RCHEL 

STATin'RD PROCU)URE 

COLEPAOOH stated that U-1230 proceeded oubmorgcd al.~oot 

the ent ire passage from Kristinneand to Ht. T>osort Rock. 

Sho first dived a few houra after lo~ Kristianoa.11d 

whon hor escort had departed. The normal procedure wns 

to run 011 Schnorchel t11i.ce ovary 24 houro, each time for 

2~r t o 3 houra. 1he times usuoJ.ly choaon T1Cre shortly 

tii'tcr dark in tho evening and before daTm in the moming • 
. . 

GlliPEL stated that the boat Schnorchclcd only onco every 

24 hours , for n period of froi:a 4 to 6 hom~a. '!.'he captain, 

Tlbo wao cbaracter l ~ed os being a caut i ous tlllll, charged 

batterioe ne rapidly ao posoible, uoing both Diesels. 

He otatod that durinc the periods of charging, both 

Dioools turnod at 400 r .p.m. (Inten-ocator' s Notes 

0th.or oourcos indicate that 300 r .p.m. ia the mOJd.inUm 

speed for Diesels when Schiiorchel:µia .) After proceed.in~ 

in thio manner for about throe wcoko, the U-boat ran 

on the our.race about 4 houre in ovor.; 24 durinc the night. 

This pho::10, 1¥b1ch naa said to be outside of tho rango of 

tho Britioh p3trol area, laotod roughly 2 , eks . The 

U- boat then reaumod her eubmorBed paosage, Schn:orchel1ng 

twice each 24 hours . E\ren durinc tha aix d.qe spent in 

the noichborhood of • t . aort Rock, the standard 

~ohnorchol prooodure was obaervad. 

DECLASSIFIED 

Authority)/ 1/J') 9 ~ 
l ( 



'. 

' before sailing fro!:l Kiel. Schnorchel trainirig vras carried 
' . 

out a.t Horton. The pu_rposc of this training was to f&:dliar-
. t 

izc the Chief.Potty Officers ld.th maintaining trim at 

Schnorchol depth ao.d to tr:dn the crew in the vocal trans-
• .. 

mis!Jion of ordere-. !~ dives .wero mo.do oaoh ~. The 

... procodure was .to oubmerge below Schnofchol depth, x-aise . . 
the ma.st and then come to Schnorchel depth. After t:rin wao 

ostabliohed, tho b03:t 1'.fOuld then oubmerge bol0tT Schnorchel 

depth, lower the ma.st, _and aurf'acu. Thia -.me repeated 

many tirneo during the course of tha trials. ~ Once the noso 

0£ the ~clmorchol undercut too deaplY, and the D"leaels ran 

£or eevora.l minutea bcf'ore ohck1ng off. Extromo diacoriifort 

\T.18 axpe1·ic11cod by tho orOTT. 

SCIDlORCHF:L DEPl'H .. 
COLUPAUGH 1noit,ted that Schnorohol dopth llilB 18 metoro . He 

statod that the no10 of the Schnorchel wat, elightly 10'\TCr 

than the tip of the poriscopo 1'bon fully extonded. 

SCIDlORCHELOO IN ROOOil ,.:l Ti.:R 

DECLASSIFIED 
Authority ,ViV.[) 9illJ] 

Dur1n3 hoavy seas ffl'lon Schnorcheling, aome disco!lli'ort nae 

autrerod by- the cro I duo to pro■sure variation,. Etperi nco 

eh01¥ed that uave• runn1ns parallel to the boat ' o tra.ck pro

duced moro diacooitort than wuvos ru.nnina at rJ.cht an(;leo to 

tho track. Conaequently, ffllon ae a nre · runnina parallel 

-10 -



to the track, the boat t,ould follOlt' a zigz~ course almost 

l ike that of a sailboat vrhen ta.cldns. 

EXHAUST GAS 

COLEPAUGH uas able to sec the nose of tho Schnorchel severnl. 

timeo mien he looked throuih the periccope but nas never 

able to see (_illy, signs ~f oxhauot g4s . 

Di\UGP.R OF GAS FRO USE OF SCHliORCHEL 

Both COLE;;'AvGH and GIUPEL dci1cribcd an incident that occurred 

about ono weol: out of Krietiansund. It lTas just at the end 

of a ~chnorchel run. 'l'he U4x>at had just begtm to su~crge 

belo'ff' Schnorchel depth ,mon the on~ine choked off o.nd a 

ouffocating gas 1ff1S generated. ODJPEL bclioved it wu 

carbon dioxi.de. All of the men abaft tho control room woro 

affected and eight of theo loot conacioueneoo. Tlie U-boat 

itlmOdiately aurtacod to ventilate and tho crew mmt on deck, 

three ol them beµig carried up on atro~hers . Tho U-boat . 

remained on the surface for thirty minutes. Some difticulty 

,ms exporiencod in ccttin3 the Dioaola started. 

DECLASSIFIED 
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TUT. XXI 

COIB?AUGll described two nett, types of.U .. boat~ but had never 

heard the designction "1'ypc llI or XXIII" • 
.. 

C0LEPi1U.rH ea1t o.t leaot :,ix exaµploe of o. larce naiT t,po 

U-bo:,.t in Kiel and had oeen ono on the pasoa.ze frcm Kiel 

to Horten. · Ho deocribed these as being at least 200 feet 
~ 

in longth and wit h no auporstructure other than the conning 

tower. There rtas no '1PP8r dcok and COLLPAUOH had not oven 

noticed n catTTalk. lie oaid that when the deol, bands -r1ent 

fornrd to handle t'he lineo they had to walk ca.ro.f'Ully to 

maintain their b:.llance. He oaw one of these boa.ta close-to 

with about one meter free-board. t.t tbio dopth, tho storn 

mis oligbtly aubmergod and the raked bow m>.s u3:1ghtly . above 

ffllter . The whole uilhouotte at th.is depth h:id a very 

gontle "S" curve. 'Ihc conning tower Tras ext~ tall and 

very narro • He est,imatod that it extended about twelve 

feot above the preoouro hull. It was bi~y stro lined, 

bl&d a toar drop cross section and, when seen either rorward 

or art, looked Ill.moot liko a periscope. '11hcro mia a door 

in the aide of tho conninr touer at preoouro hull level, 

aa '1Dll aa a normal conniilg to~r hatch. Th prieoner did 

not not1co any other hatches. The conning tower wo.a not 

•nclo1 d at th, top. Uo gun. were seen. A yellow •tripe 

- J..2 -DECLASSIFIED 
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. 
mis pain·l;ed around tho conning tower, about two feet· .. 

,, 
from the top wlrlpb the l)risoner boliwed was for aircraft 

identification. ·· He beliGvcd that the bo.at ·wao fitted uith ' 

areen or blue zreon .• , 

The o.bove doacri.ption wao an eye witnesc; account nnd 

COLEPAOOH rnada a distinction betrrccn this and tho follorring , 

' information Tthiclf he oays Tt'O.G hearsay. ~a bed heard that 

tho sur£ncod and submergod apeeds of this type wero tho 

same, about 16 to 18 knot:,. · ·The boa.to he.d high pressure 

toilotc and a. go.rbaze dioposal syst8l!l.. Ho bad boen told 

that one boat of thio tYP9 had already boon on patrol in 

the Caribbean area. 'l'he patrol lasted DilctY: da.yo , two . ' 
weoks of wh~ch he.d been apent in the Cnribbo6il. Tho,boat 

had arrived buck in Kiol aoiotime before the middle of . . 
Septcln~. 

TYPE llIII 

DECLASSIFIED 

COLEPAUGH had Deon dnly one axample of tho new _small type 

eubmarino in Y..iol.8 He deecribod it o.s an exact miniature 

edition of tho lurcor type. Ho believed it to be 40 or 

50 feet in lcn:,:th and ns man.nod by an officer -and about 

tm.,lve mon. The boat wc.a completely stream-lined a:nd wae 

an ex.:i.ct duplicate 1n ovcry dotail of the lo.re~ tYJ)l', 

ev n to the yollow atrip around tho connlnc tower. 

Authority../.V,i/b ~~J] 
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DECLASSIFIED 

COL ,P>. tnlt ho.n heard of n-3n typos of ~boats that m:re under-. , 

going npecicil training at Stottin~ Theoe boatd r.ere. fittod 

m.th a special rocket-firing device and th~ rumor :vm.u that 

t ev were to be used a~m.nst tho Eastern Coast of tho 
, 

,· ' 
Uni t od States . He belioycd tho.t they wer~ to be u6ed, ~ 

ero~pt, or ten or more. 

A uthoritv_1 ,j t/1 'z ~J] 
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FUEL on, 

._, C 

COIEPAUOH nn.s conVincod that the oil ueed on U-1230 ras not 

synthetic and Tf8S or eood quality. On one occasion he had 

seen one of the cylinders at.ripped and tma ioprosaed by the 

cleanliness of tho interior. Ue said that upon reaching 

Frenchman Bey, th(3 U-boat had uDed only about 1/0. oi' her 

fuel oil oupply, 

CHOICE OF L~UDINO PLACE 

DECLASSIFIED 

Authority ~j_~J] 

It was etatcd ttuit the sealed ordora givon to tho captain 

of the U-1230 contoinod iiiatructions that the aeants should 

be landed o.t Frcnchmah Ba,-. Tho Day 'Wlle mentioned by- name 

o.nd not by any oyatem of coordinates. The orders further 

contained inotructions that the captain ahould, at hie 

diacrotion, choose some other spot to~ lapdins tho aeent1 

ehould he deem it c.drlsable, Thedloioe of th opot and the 

~thod or :landing was loft entirely to him. 

Tho captain once consulted OIUPEL and COLill'AUOH about lo.n~ 

ol1ewhore. The foll~ places wero discussed as poaaibilitie1 

for landings 

(a) South ot Eo.atport, t:o.ino. 

(b) The Horth eide of tho UellJ)Ott, Rhode Island Peninsula. 

(o) Areu near Plymouth, Maeaachu1atts. 

(d) Areas 11.8&1" Portland, l!a1.ne. 

(e) Areaa noar Porwmouth, l!aine, 
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Dtefflt; .-. tor· -•~ .mlmJte$ att~v the ~• ot. th;, ttta.$t 

had und.efCllt♦ The crew -exp$~-·~ diaomntot.t» an 
b.N v.lolent ~ose bleede QM fJoiae c,f them tmi ·$t'O\tlld u thougl) 
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bereft or their eensc;.J . The negative pressure Tm:J oo ·i;reat 

that several of the cana of food broke, open. All of the 

milk cans were "popped", destroying at a bl<rn tho · _entire 

ni:Uk supply. This 1ma not discovered until later • 

. During the stay at Horten, alight repairs wero made to o. 

defectivo part or one of the com.9ressora. The pa.rt 1rna 

machined aboard a destroyer which ,mo at anchor in the 

DECLASSIFIED 
Authority4~.i_~J] 

harbor. 

U-1230 sailed fro~ Horten the afternoon of J Octobei- and 

o.n-ivod at Krit1tiansand about 0500 on 4 October. lbile 

undo~, radar o ... gnal.s wero recoived on the Tunis o.s.R. 
and the captain intomad tho crew that he bolieved that a 

nearby convoy 1mB beinc attackod by aircraft. The U-boat 
I 

took m action as o. result of this 1noidont. 

'rho U-boat stayed in Kriotianeand tor tw <:b¥8, elllbarld.ng 

oil, water and fre1h w.PP1:1os. It was atated that she 

carried autficiont supplie.a for a patrol or f'ro::i tour to 

tiv months. OOLEPAOOH eto.ted that wbon sho mus readi to 

ienve, the U-.boa t WB8 12 tons ovcrwaieht. Thore ffll8 aome 

talk about leavin3 two torpodoos behind to componsato for 
\ 

this overweight but tho final doci1ion waa againlt it. 

C0LBPAU0H 1ta.ted that at Kriatianaand a wire net with a 

mo11h of about two inches wu inetalled a e i'our inchoa 

1n1!11do tho mouth ot the Dieaol a1r ihduction line at the 

point whero tho Schnorohel connoction wae made. Uo hAd 
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no idea of the purpose of thio net. 

lffiISTIANBAlID TO THE ROSENGARTEll 

U-1230 oailcad frQm KristiQlleand on 6 October at about 

1800. Sho ,ms accompanied by five 500 ton U-boats and · 

mi• escorted by four destroyer:,. {Interrogator•o Notei 

From OOLEPAOOH•& description., it is believed that the 
. I I 

de8troyero trere of the Narvik class) . Sometime during 

the night, the U-boat aoparatcd from the SOO tonnero and 

at dawn th.I) next <illy, her eacort loft. 

Immediately after tho deatr~Qre loft, the U-boat dived 

t~ o. depth or 00 motero and for the next three ,1eek&,, with 

one exception, eho rc..'"lainod oubmorgcd. Tvrice each twenty

f our hours she Schnorcheled to v-ontilate and to Clhargo 

bo.ttex-ics . 

After being at sea for about a '\'leek• but at tho end of· a 

Scbnorcholine period, the !lioaela ohoked off, genernting a 

ps which etron&!-y effcoted all .members or tho crew abnft 

tho control room. Many ol' them lost com1ciouoneaa but 

ono man in tho electric motor room had oufficient presence 
~q turn · 

or min<V on the starboard motor, thuo ennbling tho U-boat to 

co.me immediately to tho OUl'fnco. Upon aurracing, the oapto.in 

. ordered all memboro of the crew on deck cmd all hatohco opened. 

· The men uere orderod to put on their ocape lungs. Atto;i, about 

thirty minutes on tho o~i'aco, tho Diesole woro aturted With 

aomo difficulty. 'the U-boat then su orgod and procoeded aa 

beforo. Sho follond a northerly courso roughly parallel to 

th ooaat of ?Io~. ilhon he r ached tho Rosengarten• the 

- 21 -



captain discovered through soundingo that he ~ 90 mileD 

of£ course. 

After boinB at sea for nbo-ut 2½ vrooks, two Swedioh merchant 

ships uero sighted, Tho U-boat approached those ships but 

after determining their nationality, proceeded on their 

eourso lrl.thout attaekilie. 

\thilo folloning the Coast 0£ Nonro.yD occasional dopth 

charges TIEIZ'O heard exploding in tho diota.nce • One night 
' > 

Uhile proceedi.118 t hrough tho Roscng~ten, depth charges 

foll fairly clooe to tho boot, The boat imnlodiatoly sub

merged to ~00 meters and tz-ied evasive m~aourE;!s . 00tEPAUOH 

stated that two ·patterns -of throo or four depth charges 

verc dropped. Ho believed thnt tho nt,taek origi.tintod from 

aircro.f't. 

#bile paoeing through the Rooonearten, the U-boat ffllS 

attacked by aircraft. The attack occurred between 1600 

nnd 180011hen the boat nav procoodinB subnergcd o.t about 

80 mete1·e. .1d.thout fflll"n1ng, two patterno 0£ about four 

bomb oo.oh foll . They '\'rCl'O ciooc enough to cause tho boat 

to shake slit;!ht.lyJ but no daat.ir;o mm incu~ed• 

NAVlGATIOJf Alm S1A ~RD PROCEDURS AT SF.A 

All navigation wao dono by doad rcokoniru:; and ui th tho aid 

of echo oo~. During tho first three l'IOo!tO of patrol, 

the U-boat nover surfaced in order to take_navientionAl. 

siehttncs. 
\ 

While runnin:: subnQ-(tO(i on electric motors, the usual depth 

1fU8 80 ootors. 'While the captain WQIJ at meal., ho uaUAl).y 
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ordered the boat to 50 motors so that she could be in a 

maneuverable position for surfacing. 

SURFACE RID? 

Threo r1eeks after l eavin~ Kristia.neand the U- boat surf'aced. 

0OLEPAUGII otated that by that time they v1ero out of range 

of British patrols . For the next tTiQ week~, the U-ooe.t 

r.::m on the surface D1esol•El.eotric for four to six houro 

ooch night . A speed of about oix knots uns mo.de. The 

"tJOathor uas foul and it vraa not until about the third day 

after runnin8 on the surface that a atar sizhting could 

bo mo.do. This was tho firot timo that a navigational aieht 

had been t aken on tho patrol. 

For about t,·ro r.coks, roughly frori 27 October unt il 10 

Novembor, U-1230 proceeded on the auri'eco o.t nieht .and sub

merged. by do.y. After this period, she roSU!:lCd her form.or 

procedure of Schnorchol~ twioe in 2h hours, :lnotea.d of 

surfacing. 

smHTnm THE BANIS 

On about 20 November, the U-boat os over the tip of the 

bank of N01'f'toundlo.nd. This position was determined by 

echo aoundina . From thia point, the U-boat headed duo 

0 south for deep nter a.nd, upon reachin ~ a position 1 

oouth ot Sable Ielancl, aho turned. eat soe~ the Nova 

Scotia light. The captain wae unable to see the lieht 

and sudd nly realised that he was lost. The boat then 

aurtacod to take radio boaringo. Ccr.mnercial atationt ot 
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Bonton, Portland and Bangor r,oro recoivod. Reception 

froo Boston mw tho best of tho three and on tho basis or 

this D/ F' ing, it ffllB .determined that this boot' s position 

ffllS soutb of lit . Dooort Rock. 'i'he radio operators r.ero 

vehement in their expressions ot joy at hearing American 

jazz music. 

Shortly theroaftor , llt. Desert Rock l ight was sighted and 
. 

at the same t.iino o. Liberty ohip mis seen heading f or st. 

• Johns . She prcsontcd o. perfect target but no attac1< was 

made much to the disappointment or the cret1. 

THE PERIOD OF lfr . DESmT ROCK 

It was found that tho dsmpneas resulting from condensation 

which took plnco dur~ t ho~ days of submerged oailing, 

h4d ca.used damage to much of tho gear. The ocho sounder 

failed to fUhction, tho transformer bo:Lng almost oompletoly 

destroyed by dm:lpness. It wao neoeesary- to wind a new 

transformer. When thie lt'B8 completed, it wa:J found that 

when the h1df'ophonoo ore used at tho so.me time as the 

echo sounder, the ruse would blw after about ton mimlto,. 

ThiP was .finally adjusted. The battery hatch iri the Potty 

Officer•• qu,a.rtora had sprung a le • Atte!llpts wero mndo 

to wold this while submereed but the nter cm:te in too 

quickly' and !:!Oolod the cetal bef o:ro 1 t could seal the 

opening. Eventually, it nas necoasary to T101d this hatch 

whilo on the eurrace. 

Th 1,e1 various r pair a lasted tor eix da19 . Durin3 the dq-
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oat al.1mya .. 
miter·. A.teer . l"Ofleedod' oubner . . . 

. 
ter der.k and before dawn 01·c 'ffllO us 

til~t~ and charging ba _ t 

~ between JO ' ::md $0 motors. ' tempt . . 
' 

largely by aoun~ il the echo sounder ww, 

f'unctioninc properly, it~ .found neceflr,ary-, to ,uao tho 

oleotrolot. Occasionally: aoundil131.t \TCre even tllt'.de by 
~ . 

bottottrl.nr; tho boat. Once Ut • . Deoert Rock wno loot and tho 

1:k>ht eur£aced and again D/F11ed oommorcial ottltions to obtain• 

a fix. It tras tound that she hnd proceedod too far an the 

Nova Scotia eido of l!i:,. Desert Rock. Several ttmeo dur-µig 

these oix de.ya, fibhina boato Tlere hoard and onoo or twic~, 

theoo boats pluiaod aJ.reotJ.y over the U-boat. 

PASSAGE DrrO FREliCH!,l#Jl BAY 

On 29 Hovo:iber, in the afternoon, U-1230 bacon hor pasea.ge 

into Frencb:uo.h Bay. She procoodod aubmorccd on Schilorchel 

until about 19.0J. At 1600, Ore t Due - Island and Bakor 

Island troro oightod tllld c. f'li ffllB taken. .At 1900., _th boat 

collided mth a whietling buoy. After thio ovant, the 

chnorchol: mD.tt TJ&a lowered and tho boat proooodod o.t 

periacopo depth on olectrio notora. She ran with the tido 

and the current provod tro "or tb.lin ,.,.., ontioipatod, 

re8Ul ti~ in th co letion of the m••ion o houre earlier 

thrul hi.db n 8Jlt1c1~tod. -2, -



The ;-boat, once inaide tho &y; did not follow ~qa ~ormsl 

cruumol but proceeded between PorQupihe Ioland and bon . 
Bound IolMd·. At about 2230, ~he ,me a lialf mile off ohore. 

A mute houao on Crnbtree Point was sighted a.nd tho U-boat 

::mrfaced with hci• docku amwh and only her conning tower 

above l'J0.'001' , 

THE !ANDING 

Tho U-boat circled around to wt.thin a f err hundred ynrdS of 

the ohore. A :rubber boa~ w:u: br◊ught up from belat_r nnd 

wna Wlntod by n spacial lino whioh ran thrOugh the 

connin~ tower ho.tch and co~octedwith the elect ric com-

• pressor. -COLEPAUOH stated. tho.t tho Wlotion was o.bsolu·tely-

eoundl.ee11. Two unarmed membors or the ship' s co~ rowod 

the two agent~ :iehore and then rotumod to the U• boat. 
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CREW OF U712JO 

According to COLEPAUUH, the ship• a complermnt coneisted 

' of sixty men, in addition to the two agenta. COLEPAUGII 

t:t•avcled tt.s a P.K. man (Propaganda COlilpony) _and Gllff"EL 

a.() a Oberbaurat (ConsuJ.tMt Lfilrine Engineer) . Tho .ohip 'a 

compony included threo Commssioned Officers, fivo JChiof' 

Potty Officers (roldffobel) and thirteen Potty Officers . 

COl!llAIIDmG m'FICER 

Uoither C0LEFAOOH nor GIMPEL would or could remmber the 

n.ime or the Commanding Officer. • They doecribed h1m au u 

Kapitl6:ieuthimt botvreen JO and 35 ~o of ace. It waa 

' stated that he hnd once been in the Air Force and thio 

· waa his first U.-boa.t coim:iand • 

• ~msr l'lATCH OFFICffl 

Tbio officer wao u. nativo of •emol and had oex-ved on an 

operational U.-boat in the Baltic that had boen sunk. 

S!roND ;:ATCH OFFICER 

Tho socond watch offioer 1'1118 an Oberfeld,mbel (t;arrant 

Ofi'icor) . 

ENGINEER Oil'FICCR 

COLEFAUOH boliovod hi• namo wna Gunther. He was o. bolaw

deck pr9fllition and had oo.de a great many U-boat patrols. 

EULISTED rn::r 

The enlisted Den w re atrl.d to b inoxperioncod tind had 

been recruited lar oly fro emall era.rt. 
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COL'l:!PAUOll had hoard in Kri3tia.nzsand (ij Oct.obor l9L4) that 
. ~ 

. o. U-boat had rocontly arrived' from Fro.nee c-ormnc ,30 · 
. 

Q'Vacueea. Tti<i puostizc to Kristiansa.na .n said to ne.vo 

takon £orty dayo. 
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diw. an4 lald· tb$D ·by: atsht• The ndrleB WeJ1e claacri~· · · 
au lplerioai· tu ,. amt_ ·about to_. reet · tn ~. ·~--.. : ,; : 
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~tTGH ,:epeatetJ a 1Sto,r ~Ch·~;-~ ~ fl.!~ 

~ aa.bouge ot a $~ 8.$. a~. &, .CJt&te4 •that 

tlds-. ~ ba4 be8l!I butlt by B~- over -& periocl 

of abc,ut- 11:fo ~•·· It was 14W'IObe\l eai-1'" t1' Sep~ 

194lt,, and i>he-~t t~ the 1~httag; ..... 
. . :'"-lfrill4aod<f•'1n 49-+:~ lw'I! .. ,..,._,,., ... OJl •~ @,,jlot,. IL,-. tl'.\VI·~..,~ .. "Wt/Vil~ "ii an t;n;~. . • Iii~ ~ .. ~ 

~ tl$t e,d.t>,_, ftad be.en attach.94 to the h\lU ot 

the eh1p b1 ~ ·e,at;otem-,,· As $ rei;Ult of thtt-1, •.. 2,. 
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St _·'Wa8 otated. tJia.t man, ot the boats ~- in the ~ when -

~Dlt ~ thef.e <4 0ctober t9b4). -~~ ot • ~~-on 
tbat date, thl'ee bt,iitg type U-0· and two being type VJI-C. 

01'$ ot the~ ~men Wli1$ ~4 ldth tmt.te' and-~k 
. . . .. 

. ·anct pr~b\7 had been epemtiag la the _Atltle. 

~~t!~ 1WQ8· a __ tot ~ Wf;miel'a that UIM . 

. . uq4,· ..,._ to COLEl'A~, as antl~bma.rine ~ 

in the ))(41;$.a •. 'th.et· ba4 l\O· ~ guns but.~- Qbaig(Nt. 

cm# the etS'a._ - ttto.W ~aft guns:~ 

- ~'~ -~ ot them~ dee.~ '11th_.~- of 

·ausaian au~,~ ~·had sunk • 
• ♦ • 
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COLEB\ml1 'WM ~ at the oarel.G• ~ that t(ri.fl/t4murant· -· 

. ~ -~•- Jte: -- Ao t,,,oops atm0N aid --b~ ~d that 

·tl¥.3. ~ gQIII a, the~ to the hsr1- WOl'G ~a. 

Ile -- .tba\ At the ~- te tbe_~, there.-~ Q; .. 

· ~-aet _t,ut,-th$t tt.'t'i8d 4~ 1eR open and~ aot 

»a~-• ~ wa.s. ·not e'leX.l a ~ ten4• 11le.ibh• 

··•■ ~S8a-~ 
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to tu: uP on each sidt, One ~·two f.D'08ll pa~ ~ 

~ · ~o ~ tbla ctoot.. On. -e~ near ·tlw ~ tms '¥1·. 

empty shed.·-~ a~ gauge ~- ·trutc g,QI) thfttigh . 

. · '1te ~ on. ·to ~- dock • 

At the weotem ·en4 ot the harbor wao an older 4ool: to wbieh .. 

sevaral ema1l. NGNe~ s-boats were tied. Gou~tQPt 

it was e promonto1'3' on wblch were buildbg yards. A GUnkea 

~ -wao. .·3'J.et tiff this pS'OmOntoi,y. At the \lOSa ot the 

~ and alilbtl7 to the ~ \IJa8 a aea plane ~ 

~11 to reeemble a aa'1es of· amall. houses. A · 

~mi ~ ~ 1oeate4. on the ~t t~ the'VJUstaffl · 

~ ·to the entmnce t,o t;}U) llerbor.. 'lhE> ~· 
. . 

ae~s D8V8I'. dOckad but ~ 81lChoNl ln a'tJolm the . 

nd.ddle. ot the llarbnt.' iha hubor entrance \1QfJ c1ose4 by a 

-~ -~t and a net tender VJGS ~ pressnt~ 

To tbe. west of tbe ~ dock t1U a high hiU on 'Whlch 

-,, lo'oated the ~s tor the base P8l'sonnel·i:· lt. con

oiste4 off"~•, mesa ·ball G:n4 O&ntaen~i- COLE9AUOB · 

b8Uetre4 ~t th8W! were 8bOt1t 40 people ~n'tv 

~-here. Tho enUM blU ftQS being ttume1f.t4 and 

the l)l'isotJ.QN eapl.ored itt0$\ of the eaves. fht:ll'e ,r®O three 

-~ $id a ~ ·~-- (I hole into Vlh\Oh tCDC1"ete 

,,. the 4oor as ~- 'Iba cave consisted ot a ~ of· 

long cOlft.daff &bout+ twant, tesb wide with a ~ula-
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··. , · ·:~:.that ~--~_:110·haul • the. Wl)ble~. ~e was· -
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6- 10R9l00 e»OA"'{ OOC""-

1: U-Bo~, OOC\'<,. 

HOFffE.N 

• • 

I 
1 

t>t.1'A.\ L A l St.L ~~i..~C.tt "ll 

HORTE.N, NOAWI/Y 

\N':>1~ll~1\0N~ fROM '9/W Ol5C.R\P1\0N ~~\) 

ROUG\-\ SKt10i. \..O u~.,,o~~ m \"'S' ~LL#\1\0N5 

'4.NO Ol.1"~\L«j ~\-\OUU> ~t. V£..~\f\l0 f~OM 

O,H~R 50URtE~. 

I DECLASSIFIED 

I Authority-'VMfJ ~~J] 
I 
I ------------~· 






