THE OFFICE OF CENSORSHIP A

CHIEF POSTAL CENSOR ﬁ{b’ piy

RETIRN TO Op.93-C3L WASHINGTON, D. G, (25)
PRI ICENCE TRAINING L TBEAKY

e DEPAL T\.\AENT
D W M I 1)‘5-‘} Aﬂ July. 26’ 19/.{.,3 ® /

Commander John L, Riheldaffer,
Office of Naval Operations,
Room 3644, Navy Bullding,
Washington, D. C.

Deax Cbmmander Riheldaffers
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The Secretary of State sent to this office on July 20, 1943,
a copy of a note dated June. 21, 1943 from the Swiss Legation, having
attached thereto a note Ffrom the German Government setting forth the
procedure followed in the handling of the mail of prisoners of wer and
civilian internees in Germeny. The note from the Germen Government
suggested the adoption of identical procedure in the United States,

There are atbached mimeographed coples of the note from the
Legation of Switzerland end the plan which Germeny wishes the Unlted
States to adopt in order that there might be identical procedure in the
disposition of mail between the two coumtries.

fle have made, for convenlent reference, a comparative digest
of United States Censorship Prisoner of War Regulations Governing the
Censorship and Disposition of Prisoner of War and Interned and Detained
Civilian Mail as related to the proposal from Germany, copy abtached.

The proposal from Germany is one which should be considered
and acbed upon by the Censorship Advisory Committee, and with such action
in view, it is boped that you can attend a meeting of the Committee in '
the Office of Censorship, Room 588, Apex Building, 6th & Pennsylvenia
Avene, NJW. on Thurgday, July 29, 1943 at 1:30 p.n.

An sneswer is requested, by btelephone if you prefer, t0
Pxecutive 3800 ~ branch 152.

Attachmentes:
As stated
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DEPARIMENT CF ' Reierence ¢
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Thb Chﬂr@é dlArfaives ad interim of Svitzerland in chafpe of
German Tnueneubs prepents hig compliments to the Honorable, the

Secretary of SJnto, and hae the honor to submit below' the text in

ite: trans]a+non of a Gewman note received thriugh the internediary
of - the Sriss authorities in Bern, giving a compl@te outline of the
handling of the mail of prisoners of war and civilien internees by
the chmﬂn avthorities, supportod by the enclosure, and gugre
at the game *ime the nppllcation of identical procszdure in
United States and the British Bunire Ffor German prisoners c
and eiviliapn intemmecs, ‘ A

R R
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"Prom reports of the Protecting Powers in the British
Emnire as well as dn the United States, it appears that the
British and Amerdcan authorities reapentlvely do not handle
uniformly the meil of prisoncrs of var and civilian 1nternees
in their custody, On several occ%sﬁons there could also be
observed a dissimilar cuoatment o the mail in the various
camps of one and the same detnining power, From this
practice there often resulis considerable impairment of. the
mailing facilities but also, especially, undesirable deleys
in dispatch, ‘ o \

"he German Legation therefore hag the honor to sumit
in the enclosure, ag reques bed, the mail resulations dgsued
by the Geyman auvthoritics vhich will be apnlied to British
nnd North American prisonevs of war-and clvilian intornecs
in German custody, with the roquest thet thov be brousht
to the attention of the British and Armerican Govcrnmcnuu,
regpeatively, The Legstlon has been egked to point out thet
the German Governmont empects thore to oriqﬁnqte from the
British Govermment ond tho Governmonts of the British umplro,
ag well as from the United Stateos Gov01nm(nt, ldentical,
wmiform reguletions on cmelanse of mrdl Jor the CGermen pr¢s~
onors of war end cilvilien internces in uhoxr cugtody,

e Gorman uovw,lW‘nt duoms 1t advisable that the rogue
lations trangmittod in the vnelosure also bo made accessiblo
to the Spealers of the prisoners of war and civilian intcrnoe
camps, :

"The Gorman Govornmont doclarcs itaclf prepared te pormit
the congsecutivo numboring of lottors, which vas herotofore prow
hibitod, provided rociproecity will be assurcd, It is furthore
nore preparod to accopt and o wmine propogals which may load

Ctera furthor amolioretion of the mril situwiion, In this

8a2R76

SN TeUOREN 38U} JO SBUIDIOH PLISSEaQ / PLISSeIU) U} IO paonpoidey




w2 .

connectlon reference ls made to the now-permitted transmltial,
in packages, of tricot sults for men (Trainingﬁanzuege), wine ,
and frult julces, :

"On this ocoaslon it i pointed out thet it appears exm
pedient if relatives of prisoners of war and civilian igternees
could again be asked not to make the task of the CeNn{oOT, MOre
difficult by writing too oiten and too long letters (for lne-
gtance, in single ecases, up to 10Q lotters for one prigoner
of war and letters up to the length of 16 and 20 pages have been
noted), . , : '

"Finally, the German lesotion has been requestéd. to ask
that the Protecting Power in Vaghington endeavor once more to
" bring aboulb the abolition of dual cengorahip, thereby achieving
a more raplid expedition:of mail® '

WASHINGION, D, ¢, .
JUNE 2%, 1943 - -

OB s
1 enclosure
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(TRANSTLATION)

‘Enclosure to note

. from Swiss Legation

‘ at Washington, dated
June 21,;12A3,

Copy. S - i

. Regulations - AT
On Corregspondence for Prisoners of Var and Civilian Interneés
in Germany.and.@ooupLGd Territories, '

A, Qorregpondence of Prisoncrs of Var.

‘SOMUDIY [BUOREN 942 Jo SBUIP|O} PalliSsepag / PAUISSEIuN oyl Wos pasnpolday

I, Letter Mail,
Number of pileces allowed,

The mumber of pieces of mail allowed to be sent amounts to, .\ }L_
monthly: _ v o - l —
o 4 N | ! i fﬁnw/f‘ L)
for generalss five letiters apnd Five postc%rd R Y/ 4o
for other officers: three lottors and four posteards; . F%wiz—j¢“5
for enligted men: +two lettors and Jour posteardsy W h«wuﬁ>
for medical pergonnel and onap?a:n twlce the . numbey for /
thelr rank, R . M e 5/

’ /( i %’Hﬂ/\_[,[ﬁ- b
Additional mail can be pLTMILhOd, partwoulﬂrlv under spc01a] J/é /am

] "’l‘n ‘“(""Z‘ :,
circums tanco“

woopo of Letber Naill

The outwoinﬂ']ett@r* and postecards mey only he written on 5 /

K y i pt UAALY A

paper that hag been furnished by the GAIMD , { Upon paynent The text e

of the postcards and letters ig not printed in advance, ,ﬁwm,
Incoming mail is unrestricted end can be written on any

paper, : ’ ‘

Speeclal Nail,

Under Article 42 of the Prigoners of War Agr@emonb individual
prigoners of war can write to the Protective Power and also in special
cagses (for example in matters connected with their profession),.
to the International Red Cross Committee or to the National Red Cross
Society. These letters are to be sent through the hands of ‘the

4
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Confidential Agent¥ of the ogmp and are not counted among the letter
mail that is permitted, Dlrect correspondence of the prigoners of
war with thedr national offices and vice versa is not permitted; it

A8 to be -dirvected wia the Protecbive Power or the Internablonal Gom—
~mltt@c o tho P@d Cross, 1.

s 'The"Conf dential Agent of the coamp ig ﬂ]]omnd/unre brlo%od coPm

( cspondence with the German mili Ltary authoritics and with  the Prow

\ tectlve Power, The corres spondence of the Agent with the Tnternational
{ Committee of the Red Cross is restricted to matbers regardmnp glfte,
| tracing of nissing article g, - Jdoetters and parcol post for the prisonbrs
. of war, and the handling of porsonsl affalrs of individual prigoncrs
)OI war-in. their own: nxous, Corregpondence with the International
/ Red Cross Societios and Ald .Societies of the wlliod, moutral,
[ and hostile forecign comtbries must cxtond only to the kind asg desoribed
in Article 78 of the Prigohcrs of War Agrocront, Correspondence with
the Y.M,C,A, 18 to be limitod to quostions of ugs of epare time and
\ spiritual caro, :

Countnnm of LObLOP Madil,

j/" Alr m&ll lOtb@u“ are to bo counted in the numbor of létters

going out,

The following are not to be comted: urgent messages, btelew=
graphic messages or other brief hmessoges nob containing more than
trenty=five wordeg all lettels’hot uged for pergonal cofrespondence,

ot

| a8 for example, letters of the Confidential Agents or of individual

prisoners of war through uh@ intermediation of the Confidential
tdgents to the Protective Power or to 11d Societies; the first infore
mation card to members of the family and the National Committee of
the Red Cross, as well as the printed cards: for acknowledging re=~
celpt of parcels; one letter or one pos t dard a month to the next-
Qf=kin who are in Gcrmnn military prisons oy aro interned,

Alr Vil Letters

g '( Uv . n. ’]
.vg\ Prigoners of war abre allowed o gend the permitted number of’

letters by air mail upon payment of the usuel charges,
Rogistered Naill,

J Regigtered mall may noithor bo entibv»prisoners of war now
‘\Sent to*bhom, e " . o EEEE -

T A y'_‘ L
% Geo., Vé%brbnenéménn, Iednuqr of his Tancltions as represente=
tive of the prisoners, the title might also he translated as
Speaker, or as Canp Roprescnb&ulvo,ubr,' | ’

Y
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A priqonor of waxr con engase in letter cor“‘“pomehce with any ggqﬂ
:ind1v1duL1 in allied, U@UUWJl or hoduvlo foroign countrics, Letter t gaucsce
‘cor're spondence UthlD the toryitory of uhO Relch is pormitted only Dupeondaer
w1oh bho noxb~0L-kﬁn, s o _ . &

‘1A 4ho Field in foreign cowntrics, with the uso of field post

official camp group photographs of the prisoncrs ol wan, v

""31»'.'
Langu age
The letters and post cards to be sent must as a rule be written /
in the mowhor tongue of the prisoner of war or in the Germen or Enge
ligh language., hor the sako of more rapid censorship, it is recom= ;e
mended that they be written in German or English, Othdrwise @ delay .fV’

in- cengorsghip must be counted on and congoquently & longer period
in trangmigsion, o ‘

P@TSODS Recelving Corrogpondence,

SOALDIY [BEOBN B4} JO SBUIDIOH PaHISSEIaE / PALISSEIUN B4 Lol PAonpoiday

Post card communication ig also pkvmytb\ﬁ with all pers oms

i -
)
mane k

office numbeyrs oxr other military designations,

o

The next=of«kin in the S@nso of thoge regulations arot

paronts, childron, brothers and sisters and upOUSOw.
. N
Contonts o Oorraspondonoe
le:ng of the date is pormissibl@ in all cases, ‘
Numbcring of lottors or pogt cewds is prohibited, Detailed { agﬂ, |

do.lgnatlon of the placc or camp is'dob@rmlnod by ‘the mlllt
authorities,

Picture post cards or cards printod in any other way are -§ i
not allowed, Photographs mov not be dont, with the exceptlon of . % &

In addition, a prisomer of war may draft tho corrcepondence )
without rostriction, within tho framowork of the censorship, Com= | OK
munications regarding membors of the family or other persons énd

their health are permissible,

Charsed,

The transwigsion of letter mail is made without charge., This
carriage without charge extends to the transmission of air mﬁil y
letters on the route. Dbetween uormsny and Ligbon in OOUQ directiong,
In particilar algo,’ corresnondence of the pfluODOT° “off var with .
their nextwof=kin lWVJhp in the German Reich dr in- the occuplod
territories and vice wversa is free of charge.

Cengorghip.
) /J'LS“LIAWJM
Incoming and oUpgomn@ letter mall is swogootno to cemsorvhl
only a single time, /m }w QQ ‘

S : 82276




A e /) / S o '
/- / AN
((; i’ \ L/{l A all(/ - A‘vd’i Llas s /%t) qu"‘m:', \'"/j { ‘:‘g Blots

.o ZI‘ L] . "
The censoring ig done by blotting out with lnk or some jh "
gimilar fluid, Cutting out of censored partm muet not k@ done, J°

To make censorship eas ier and therefore for the sake of !
_Cawbor carria age of the mail, it is recommended that the relatives |
of ‘prigoners of war be strongly urged not to write too oftenjand (
not to write too long letters, : Y B

Urgent Communications,

relatives for at leagt three months can, in so far as reciprocity

ig assured, make uge of the "urgent mail sorvice". Twenty-five

words can be writben on a mp001a1 lotter sheet drawm up and pr¢nhod

by the International Coumittee of the Red Cross., Transmission is \
accomplished through the International Committes of the Red Crosgs (
by utilization of the best possible means of transmittal, pqnbloularlJ \
by air mall in all countrics, Tho additional charese for air mnll is JJ

"Any prisoner of war who has not reccived any news from his A
]
!
§
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to be’ paLd by the sonder,

A ca]oulation of Lhe urgent messages with regard to the. {
monthly ntmber of letters and post cards pormltted to bo pont ig 1
not to ho made. s

IT, - Paa%oe;s Post. :
Prigoners of mmr may receive parcels from private 1nd1v1duals ? 1
and relief associdtiong From the allied, neutral and hostile Lorelgn A
o s B
countriles,

Within the territory of the Reich tho gending of packaﬁcs to % ﬁfzz;
prisoncrs of war is pormitted only to the npxt-ofw-kin, : o

Prisonerg of war on their gide may sond packages in accordance % 17
uJﬁh drticle 38 of thog Prisoncrs of Var Agreement, - :

ST V:, o =:,, %bjwht o * Packagos.,

bg-a-pueo (he weight of a p301a~e mﬂy not be more than 5 kg, N
If articles are sent that cannot be divided (for example parts of /N
a unlform) a parcel may havo a weight of 10 kb. y 7 éy
f\\ A9 rz»& Mi\‘\/ '1(.;»" {MM At i/ﬂ—ﬂ«h //' ////'{\ /'n /(/ﬁlma[fu s/f’ )*ﬂ;‘f- 1’
‘ ' ’ FMGMMern&mm@w %méww/wdb ﬁx
The carrying of all’ p@rmztted paréels will be dono ;r@e o:.
ohargqgn}gd,feésxflnﬁludinp those sent as ¢Telfhb ‘

[T

“Prohibited Oontenb”,

The following articles may nof be sent to prisoners of wars:
R TR . ‘ >
Money of any kind. and value §
. , <
i a.
w2276 &
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-Civilian clothing for prlﬁoners of war, . ED L
Underwear that can be used as oubside olVlllqn o
clothing, Pullovers, sweat shirts, heavy trousers,
and special work clothing is permitted.

Medical service arm bands for persons not entitled
to theu,. ' '
Armg and 1mplemonts ropregenting armg, table knives
and shears of large glrzos
Ammunition and explosives. .

Tools that are suitable for atbemvuw at egcape and
for sabotage,

Copying material, carbon paper and bluc print papers,
Compasses, knapsacks, maps of the country, cameras,
telescopes and microscopes,

Electric lamps, lightcrs, slow matchos, fuses, and
illuminating candlos (exoopt Christumas candles and

- holders fTorvaelebrating Chrigtmas in Red Cross

.*pdcka@@s) - Spirit and spirituous (n?coholio)
llquors, oxcept wine
“Solid alcohol, matchos and othoy Inflammoble sube-

!/
/

“gtances,. fuel, Dl

Tolophonlc, wave sending and recelving %ppaLauu: and;
gingle parts thereof,

Medicines in any form, vasclino tubes and sal ammonwca,
golid or dissolved. The following arc permitted:
strengthening substances of all klnds, in particular
doxtrocnergen and similar upbullding substances, - Aid
Socicties may send medicines to the camps through the
International Committee of the Red Cross.

Chemicals and acids, o R
Books and printed metter of suspiclous or offonsive
content. U

Forelgn newspapers and books with map uubnlomonts.
Cigarette mouth picces and cigarotte papor.

Paper not written on, notebooks lebter paper and
post cards or plecture postal cards,

Potatoes,

It packagos, in addition to prohibited articles,
contain thogse that are pormitted the lattor will
novertheless be distributed to the prisonors,

Packages of books.

Books in packages may be sent by rolatives not to othor

with othor articles (mixed shipmente)..

The Relief Associations oaro permitted to

It is rocommended that the list of the titlob
mitted beforchand to the contral suthoritics,

make mixod shipments,
of the books bec sub-

82276
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Begides, shipmenbs which contain books only are pormitiod
from rolﬂtiv ¢s and:Rolief Aggociations, D e

Packing,

For avoiding theft and losscs, tho packagos should bo pac“od
firmly and tightly and well tied, . , j

The use of tubes, jars or other clogsed containers is permitted.
Censorchip of Packaoes..

The packages are subjected to GOnbOM‘hlp onTv once in the
camp or the working parts, The packages are examjnec in ‘the presence
of the prisener (reclpiont) or an agent of the prisoner.

The . examina tlon of jars, tubes or contaﬁxm@ in packa geg of
the Ald Assoclations is conducted by s ticking rods 1nto,them,

Ag' a rule the examination must be conducted in a vay that
no foodstuffs are mixed or otherwise made unfit for consumption,
Closed containers are to be opened only successively and handed out
in guch numbers as the prisoner of war wighes, -

SR S =

o of Internees.
For handling the mail of eivilian internces the above prow=
visions for prisoners of war apply with the followinu variationsa
The number of letters and posteards allovmd civilian internces
corrcsponds bo al leagt that of officer prisoners of var,.even if
guch oorrbspondonca ig addressed overseas, Tho ralsing of the number
by the camp oomm@ndants iz pormissible in single cages or for whole
camps, '
Corrcspondence of civilian internces within the territory of
tho Reich is not restricted to the noyL~o€~k3n.

Packages for clvilian interneos nay algo contain civilian
clothing and underwear of all kinds, ' '

\ —
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