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J.I\PAIITl]SE POLICY WI1'H :mWA11.D ·ro DIBPOSIL AND '.L'HDATL'::~::l'.L' Oli' PRISOimirn 

I~rom a :number of enemy captured docUJ,nents it has become 
possible to get so1110 idea of the Japanese policy with rer;ard to 
the disposal and treatment of pr:i.soners~of-war. 'rhe most ooni­
prehensi ve :i.nstruct:i.o:ns yet to fall into our hands are contained 
:i.n a cyclosi~yled document entitlod 11Rule n for the Handl:i.:nc; of 
Prisoners-of.••War11 • It is ev-5.dent from th:l. s document that in 
theory the Japanese Army has definite rules for the disposal of 
pd.sonors-of-wa:, but the :l.:nter<• st:Lng part of this documeni:; is 
the fact that there is ft dGfi.nH0 dist:i.nctlon mado between IncLi.an 
and 'white I pr:Lso:ners~o:f.'.,•w1::tr. 

Particular cmphas:i. s is laid on tfa:i treatment o:t.' Ind:i.ans 
pr:Lso11ersw•of'-war with the e.dmitt(jd intcmt:i.on of us:\.nr; them 0to 
auc;,merrt the fight:i.ng; titrength of the Indian N'ational .Armyll a:nd 
to :b~1pross them with 1tthe Imperial Army's truEJ a tt:i.tude towards 
Ind:Lau. 1Vvhite 1 p:dsoners-o:f'=war on the other hand, are to be 
interned in pr:i.flonerN•of-·war camps as soon as e:x:am:1.natio1'.1 has 
been co:Clcluded, except :i.n e:x:coptional ci:rcnmwtancEls. Jhat tJ:10s0 
ci:reumstnnceG are, is not stated, and it would a:c-pear that thE) 
decision as to whe.t eonst:i.tutes an except:i.,cmt'l.1 c:i.reumstanco is 
lei't ontirely to the local oorom1,mde:r. This 1.mdoubtedly accounts 
for the numerous c:aseG of bayonett:tnc; a:nd shooting of' 'white 1 · 
prisom~rs-o.f.,.wn:r and the penc:Uled jottine: found in it notebook 
vrhich belonged to i:i. Japanese off:i.ce:r which reads, "Do not k:i.11 
Indio.ns -~ k:i.11 whi,tes, but not off:i.001~s or thorie who umlorwtand 
Japanese 11 • In fact, the inf0ronce to be obtidn0d. from th(:l cap~· 
tured documents, wh:i.ch arc reproduoed as an Appencl:i.:x: 'B' to this 
Summary, is that a]:t:;houch the Japaneiie H:i.gh Command have issued no 
spec:i.fic ord0:rs that 'wh:Lte 1 pr:1.sone:rs--of' ... war w111 be k:i.llul, the 
practice is at loast tolerated, and that their disposal is left 
~mtiroly :i.n the hand8 of local com,rce.nde:rs. 

Sou:ree: Weekly Inte1Li,,'.'.;E:H1C,;>, Gurmnar.y No. 14;~, S0ctio1rn 11 1\,11 a:nd "Dtt, 
S .E .ABI.l\., INDIA and FAH J~AST, dated 21 ,TuJ.y 194A, ,JIUA No. 4~)62, 
:routed to Op-16-FJI;. 
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