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January 13, 1942 

CONFIDENTIAL Q&M-I~ZN-~ 

Subject: Espionage in Hawaii. 

Supp1,ementing the inf orma:tion which you heard oh your 
flying visit to Hawaii, the following may be of' interest: 

Immediately after the attack on December 7th a guard was 
l)laced at the Japanese Consulate and observed the Consul General 
and the Vice Consul a·ttempt:l.:ng to burn records. Some were seized 
before they could be burned, including the telegraph file of 
messages to and from Tokyo and a "consular code11 • 

On December 8th the FBI obtained :from the radio and 
cable companies copies of all messages which had been sent and 
re.ceived by the Japanese Consulate, and this material was transLa:tiad:d 
by the local Naval Intelligence. It included: 

RECEIVED S-C FILES 
Room 2055 

(a) A dispatch to Tokyo on December 3rd, indicating 
code and methods of signalling to show movements 
of ships on the 1st to the 3rd (one group) and on 
the 4th to the 6th (another group). 
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Messages to Tokyo on December 4-t.h and 5th showed 
actual movements of our ships, including data on 
those anchored 11 on the afternoon of the 5th". 

Copy No ......... _..,_of .. .,..,.1(1__.; (c) There was also a message from Tokyo ·to Honolulu· o:f 
the 6th to inform Tokyo immediately of any rumors 
of the movements of warships after the 4th. 
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In this connection it is interesting to note that prior to the 
attack and all during last ✓yea:r. the FCC had refused the FBI infor
mation regarding international and trans ... oceanic radio cable and 
telephone messages because of the illegality of so doing. The FBI 
memorandum containing the :i.nformat:Lon above concludes with this 
s:i.gnj_ficant paragraph: 
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111t is further noted that repeated efforts, and in 
fact entreaties, were made to enlist the cooperation 
of the managers o:f.' the various commercial cable and 
wireless companies in Honolulu to furnish the FBI 
and the Office of' Naval Intelligence with copies of all 
commtu1ications exchanged between the Japanese Consulate 
in Honolulu and the Foreign Office in Japan, but all of these 
requests were without successo 11 
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