








SCG Team One 
Set A Standard 

The first NCIS Special Contingency 
Group (SCG) team consisting of Special 
Agents William "Brook" Heider (team leader}, 
Rick Parks, Valerie Cernosek and Gary Van 
Orden proved to be an integral element of 
NATO's "Operation Joint Endeavor." 

Upon arrival in Bosnia-Herzogovina in 
December, 1995, Heider and Parks were 
assigned to Tuzla, where Parks established 
an essential computer program to track 
source operations for the Task Force Coun­
terintelligence Authority. Cemosek and Van 
Orden were assigned in Zagreb, Croatia, 
where they were instrumental in establishing 
the Northern Croatia Counterintelligence 
Coordinating Authority. 

The SCG team members were involved 
with criminal and foreign counterintelligence 
investigations; protective services; collection; 
and port, airfield and hotel vulnerability 
assessments. SCG team members worked 
closely with other U.S. agencies, such as the 
U.S. Air Force Office of Special Investiga­
tions (AFOSI), as well as with members of 
foreign counterpart agencies, and conducted 
extensive liaison efforts spanning from low 
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level contacts to national level authorities. 
Shown in this photo, from left to righ~ 

are: Cernosek, Van Orden, AFOSI Special 
Agent Tomi Kingi, Croatian President Franjo 
Tudjman, and AFOSI Special Agent Ed 
Trejo. 

For more information about SCG teams 
and the NCIS Counterintelligence Force 
Protection Program, see the articles inside 
beginning on page 8. 


